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‘Where’s the risk?’ 

Briedon studied him. ‘I think you know. I think you know 
more than you’re telling me. ’ 

‘Then why have I come to find you? Why am I asking 
questions?' 

‘Because you don't know everything, but you know there’s 
risk.’ 

‘I don’t know who from. Duclos?’ 

Briedon laughed. ‘Duclos maybe. Maybe not. I don’t know 
everything either.’ 

‘OK, let’s accept there’s risk. Let’s talk about the benefit as you 
said. What did you have in mind? Cash?’ 

‘It comes in handy.’ But he was doubtful. 

‘You’ve got a wife and kids, haven’t you?’ 

Briedon was surprised he knew. ‘You’ve gone to a lot of 
trouble,’ he said. 

‘And I’ve told you why. Elisabeth wasn’t a traitor - I’m 
positive of that. ’ 

‘Look, I saw her with a German general. She was a member of 
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the Resistance. I recorded it on film. Add that to everything else 
we knew - two drops by Lysander when the Gestapo were 
waiting on the ground, and everything pointed to her telling 
them.’ 

‘You could have told them yourself.’ 

‘That was before I was in contact with them. I was forced to 
help them, you know. I had no choice.’ 

‘It’s beside the point,’ said Charlie. ‘I just want to know who 
told you Elisabeth was meeting Wolf Heinegg. I’m prepared to 
pay for it - quite a lot - or help in other ways. Protection. A 
secure job. Maybe something I haven’t thought of Negotiate, 
Monsieur Briedon. I’ve influence and resources. You’re in a 
strong position.’ 

Fear was back on Briedon’s face. ‘That’s what concerns me,’ 
he said. ‘My strong position. Why, monsieur?’ 

‘I’ve told you.’ 

‘Not enough to convince me. Please answer the question, 
monsieur: why was she with a German general in occupied Paris? 
There can only be one answer, can’t there?’ 

‘No,’ said Charlie, ‘there’s another. If I told you she’d met 
Heinegg in 1933 when he was only a captain and there was no 
hint of war, that they’d been very close, that there was a 
child 

Briedon gave a short laugh. ‘Makes it worse, doesn’t it? Gives 
her more reason to betray us. It’s not as though the affair had 
come to an end, is it? I don’t know how you’ve come to terms 
with that yourself 

His words found their mark. It had been desperately hard for 
Charlie, but he was still sure there was an explanation. 

‘For Christ’s sake, she was Jewish,’ he exclaimed. 

Briedon seemed unimpressed. ‘Listen, a woman in love can do 
anything. I don’t suppose Heinegg was deporting Jews, but she 
could have wanted Germany to win, couldn’t she?’ 

‘No,’ Charlie insisted. ‘That’s not possible.’ 

Briedon gave him a pitying look. ‘Face it, monsieur. She spent 
hours in a hotel room with him.’ 

‘OK - and I’m offering you one hell of a lot to tell me how 
you knew.’ 

Briedon studied him. ‘You ought to hate her, monsieur. Why 
don’t you hate her?’ 

‘For God’s sake, what docs it matter?’ 
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‘Because that’d make sense.’ 

Charlie could hardly contain himself. He was closer than he’d 
ever been to the truth about Elisabeth, he was sure. This tubby 
little man opposite him knew what he’d been trying for months 
to discover - and was almost tempted to tell him. Almost. 
‘Listen, monsieur,’ Charlie pleaded, ‘I trusted Elisabeth - and still 
do. OK so I’m crazy, but you knew what’d happen when that 
report got to London - and it did. We were ordered by signal to 
execute her.’ 

‘I heard she died in action.’ 

‘Does it matter? The fact is she was innocent of the charge that 
your key evidence seemed to prove. Despite everything, I know 
that. For God’s sake, surely that’s reason enough to want the 
answer to my question?’ 

Briedon shrugged. He was clearly sympathetic, but the doubt 
was still there - probably not about Charlie’s purpose now, but 
about the risks if he talked. Maybe it had been a mistake to 
mention the signal. For if Elisabeth was innocent, it must have 
been important for other reasons that she died - reasons that 
Briedon might not know. Like Charlie, he’d been used. 

Briedon looked at his watch. ‘I’ve got to go,’ he said. ‘Give me 
a couple of days to think about it.’ Charlie’s anguished disap¬ 
pointment must have been obvious. ‘I’ve got to take account of 
everything,’ said Briedon. ‘Friday evening. Here. About this 
time. Say 6.30. Thanks for the Scotch.’ 

As Charlie watched him leave - this podgy, awkward figure 
with a rolling gait - an exhausted depression slowly spread 
through his body as though it were being gradually deflated. He 
got up and went to the bar. ‘Scotch,’ he said. ‘On the rocks. A 
triple. ’ 


6 

It was another hot day and Charlie took his jacket off, carrying it 
over his shoulder, hooked on his finger. Marie’s Park Avenue 
duplex wasn’t far from his apartment on Fifth Avenue, so he had 
worked at home all morning before taking a stroll in Central 
Park to plan his tactics at lunch with her. There were the usual 
cyclists, even joggers, on the shaded paths, despite the heat. 
People were eating sandwiches on the benches. Office girls, 
taking early breaks, were stretched out on the grass in the sun. 

He came to the lake and stood near a tree. It was cooler by the 
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water, easier to think. There was a new scenario that he hadn’t 
even considered until his meeting with Mastorakis. Even then it 
wasn't the Nazi funds that he had said Marie controlled that had 
alerted him, but the question he had thrown in as an aside: was 
she connected with the Elisabeth business? 

The more he thought about it, the more he realised she could 
be. She had been grabbed by the Nazi myth. She was Meisinger’s 
widow. She and Elisabeth had lived close to the Party leaders. 
Say Elisabeth had known something that no one else knew - 
could she have suddenly seemed dangerous to Marie that late in 
the war? It was unlikely: they had been close friends and Elisabeth 
had always admired her; but it provided a motive. 

This wasn’t why he needed to see Marie, but it added another 
aspect. He glanced at his watch. It was time to go. 

‘Charlie!’ she cried as he was shown into the huge sitting room 
with the Chippendale furniture and Tang Dynasty bronzes, and 
the Van Goghs on the walls. ‘I’ve been wild with impatience ever 
since your call. No one in years has insisted on meeting me 
without his wife - and not in a restaurant, in case we’re seen. 
Anyone would think you were still in the OSS. But I’ve guessed. 
It’s the girl, isn’t it? She’s divine. I’m told. Is she madly in love 
with you?’ 

‘You never change, Marie,’ he teased. ‘You want all the 
gossip.’ 

‘Well, is she?’ 

‘It’s not her I want to talk about. It’s Elisabeth.’ 

She looked disappointed. ‘OK, honey,' she said with a resigned 
shrug, ‘in that case, let’s get a drink. Gerard,’ she called to her 
butler, ‘two of your best.’ 

She gestured at a seat as the martinis were prepared. ‘So what’s 
with all the cloak-and-dagger stuff?’ 

‘I’vejust found out about Wolf.’ 

She smiled ruefully. ‘Well, I guess that was on the cards. From 
what I hear, you’ve been looking hard enough.’ She held up the 
glass Gerard had handed to her. ‘Here’s to you, Charlie,’ she said. 

He drank with her, knowing he must take care to keep a clear 
head. ‘Marie,’ he asked, ‘why did you tell Leah you could think 
of no one Elisabeth knew whose name began with W?’ 

For a moment, she was disconcerted. ‘What was it going to 
gain, Charlie? He was a part of her life it was best you didn't 
know about.’ 
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‘Why?’ 

‘Just seemed that way,’ she answered. ‘I mean, what did you 
do when you heard about Wolf? Shout hooray and do a couple 
of somersaults?’ 

‘I’ve read his letters to her,’ he said. 

‘Christ almighty. What did you do that for?’ 

‘There were things I wanted to find out.’ 

‘And did you succeed?’ 

‘Too soon to tell. It’s all on file in here, though.’ He tapped his 
forehead. ‘It’s how I got to know that Wolf is Nikki’s father. 
That’s right, isn’t it?’ 

‘If you know, why ask me?’ 

‘Confirmation. There could have been other contenders - 
maybe a drunken night with Pierre.’ 

Marie had changed as he spoke. The exuberant lady who loved 
parties, the vivacious hostess, was gone. Shrewd cold eyes were 
openly studying him. He could believe she’d been entrusted with 
investing millions. ‘Yes, Wolfs her father,’ she said quietly at 
last. ‘What exactly is it you’re after, Charlie?’ 

‘I want to talk to Wolf. So does Nikki, of course. Are you still 
in touch with him?’ 

‘I meet him occasionally,' she answered. ‘We have friends in 
common. He comes to New York from time to time.’ 

‘What does he do for a living?’ 

‘Oh, this and that.’ 

‘Like selling arms?’ 

‘Charlie, when are you going to come clean with me? Maybe I 
can help you, but I’ve got to know what’s behind all this. Wolf 
has to take care. You know about the indictment, I expect.’ 

‘I hear he wasn’t even there when the crimes were committed.’ 

‘That’s right. But every time he’s about to apply for dismissal 
of the charges, some paper runs a story on the Nazis in Brazil and 
he backs off. He figures he could be set up as a scapegoat. It’s 
ironic. He always loathed the Party. He’s a good guy. You’d like 
him. Certainly he’d love to meet Nikki - he talks of her often. 
But she’s such an obvious lead to him that he had to be careful. ’ 

‘He had trouble with a daughter before, didn’t he?’ 

‘You know about Ingrid, too? That was bad. Walking in the 
fire, that was.’ She looked perplexed. ‘Charlie, what is all this? A 
romantic appraisal, like people look at dead poets? The secret past 
of Elisabeth Ferrier?’ 
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‘Kind of.’ 

She regarded him sceptically. ‘You’re kidding me, Charlie. No 
one reads letters like that unless what’s in them is pretty import¬ 
ant. You level with me and maybe I’ll level with you.’ 

He got up and walked over to the big windows and looked 
down at the traffic in the avenue forty floors below. Like toys. 
Like the train he’d brought back for Tim. ‘I hear you’re a big 
wheel in European investment,’ he said with his back to her. 

‘I play a bit. I like the area. The government’s pouring money 
in. Got to come good, hasn’t it?’ 

‘I hear it’s more than playing. You’re a power in the land. I bet 
Mr Meisinger would have been impressed.’ He wasn’t being 
tough. He said it lightly. 

She laughed. ‘Who told you about that? Did Elisabeth tell 
you?’ 

‘No. She always called you Marie Cayzer.’ 

‘It’s how the world knew me. I still worked for the Trib, had 
quite a reputation - which made it easy. So did the timing. I was 
in New York when he died in Berlin - just before Pearl Harbor. 
Well, then we were in the war. It was no time for reminders 
about Mrs Meisinger. 

‘You could have gone back to Berlin. ’ 

‘Sure, but Nazism was losing its appeal for me. I didn’t like 
what I was hearing. I was an American citizen. My roots were 
deep. Very few people know now about that brief time in my 
life.’ 

‘I heard in Paris.’ 

That figures.' 

‘By the way, Leah said she met von Eysebeck at one of your 
parties here.’ 

‘She might have. What of it?’ 

‘Nothing much, except that he was Wolf’s bitter enemy, 
wasn’t he?’ 

Her shoulders lifted in a worldly shrug. ‘He does things for 
me,’ she said. ‘Like Wolf does in a way, though he's a few steps 
removed. They still hate each other.’ 

He swung round. ‘Are they both in the arms business?’ 

She shook her head with a great big smile - the old Marie. 
‘You’re not cut out for this, Charlie. No wonder you haven’t 
found out anything - and I’ve a pretty good idea what you’re 
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looking for. Tell you what. I’ve got a letter for you. It'll hurt a 
bit but, after Wolf’s letters, it’s small stuff.’ 

She got up and went over to a Sheraton bureau, took an 
envelope, already opened, from a drawer, withdrew the letter 
inside and handed it to him. ‘It’s from Elisabeth - about you. 
And a bit more. Gerard,’ she called out, ‘we’ll be ready for lunch 
in five minutes.’ 

Charlie unfolded the rice paper with fingers that he realised 
were trembling, only to be shocked as he recognised the writing 
he’d seen so often. He started to read: 

Marie darling, this is the first letter for a long time and I can 
only write now because I’ve been recalled to London for talks. 
I think of you so much. Berlin seems such an age ago and 
we’ve taken such different routes, you and I, but I cling to the 
rewarding fact that our friendship has endured beyond politics, 
beyond war, beyond distance. 

I’m in love again, which may not surprise you, though you 
of all people know just how much of me Wolf came to own. 
But life had to go on, didn’t it? And Nikki’s there, of course. 
She’s pure delight - has my eyes but his stem jaw. Maybe 
she’ll be a tank commander one day! 

What you’ll hardly credit is that Charlie is a boy of twenty, 
a New Yorker, quite different to anyone I’ve ever known, and 
I’m obsessed. How can I, a woman of the world of thirty-five, 
be obsessed by a boy of twenty? I can’t help touching him. 
When I’m apart from him I think of him all die time - which 
is hard sometimes, for often he’s in great danger. 

That shows you what I’ve become. I feel about sixteen, 
except that I know so much more than he docs, than any of 
them do. They’re all as brave as hell but they’re kids, even my 
Head of Circuit. By contrast, you and I in our early twenties 
were veterans. 


Charlie looked up. ‘I’m a veteran now all right.’ 

‘But Nikki’s not, I take it?’ countered Marie. ‘She must be 
about the age you were then.’ 

‘She’s pretty smart. Had to be. Lived on her wits for a long 
while. ’ 

Marie smiled. ‘You like her, don’t you?’ 

‘We laugh a lot.’ 

‘But you're just good friends?’ 
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‘Bit more maybe. We’ve got Elisabeth as a kind of bond.' 
‘You’re not fooling me for a second, Charlie. Hope you did 
better with Philana. You’re crazy about the kid, it’s obvious. No, 
don’t argue - just finish the letter.’ 

She stabbed a finger at the pages in his hand and he went on 
reading: 

I saw W in Paris a few months ago. About Nikki, but it was 
the first time since Charlie. In secret, of course, but we’re used 
to that - though it’s dangerous now. 

We tried, you know - to make love, I mean, to see what 
remained. Neither of us meant to. Not with Charlie. W’s got a 
girl, too. It seemed a good idea, though, but there wasn’t a 
trace any longer, which after all those years left us saddened. 
For death comes so soon, especially in war, and passion is its 
opposite, the illusion pf stopping time, that awful clock of 
destiny. Oh God, see how pompous I’ve got! 

Again Charlie stopped reading, shock making him breathe 
faster. He’d been in Paris with her on that trip. She’d said she had 
to see someone about Nikki - which wasn’t exactly a lie, was it? 
It was the sort of half-truth that he himself was so often telling 
now. 

Marie was looking at him. ‘I told you it’d hurt. Still, no doubt 
about her feelings for you, eh?’ 

He nodded and returned to the letter: 

Saw Claude briefly and he told me he’d learned from a secret 
source that, through Switzerland, you’re still controlling . . . 

He turned the page, but the next page was missing. ‘Still 
controlling?’ he asked. ‘Controlling what?’ 

‘You’ve seen enough,’ said Marie. ‘More than I intended. 
Come on, let’s go in to lunch.’ 


7 

Terry wandered casually into Charlie’s office. ‘The big chief’s 
just arrived outside - demanding a pow-wow. The smoke signals 
say the US Cavalry are over the hill. ’ 

‘What about that tanker of his?’ asked Charlie. 'Pacific Star. Did 
you see her yesterday?’ 
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‘She’s OK. At half a million she’s a gift. What’s he want in 
return, Charlie? He’s got to be trading favours at that price.’ 

‘He doesn’t like tankers.’ 

‘Maybe you shouldn’t like this one. ’ 

‘What do we say? Thanks but no?’ 

‘Not on your giddy life. I want her steaming for Rotterdam. 
Just make sure you read the small print, Charlie. Shall I show in 
Sitting Bull?’ 

But there was no need. Mastorakis showed himself in, flinging 
open the door and filling the entrance. ‘I can’t wait outside for 
ever, Charlie,’ he said. ‘Do you think I’ve taken time that’s 
costing millions to come over just for the coffee?’ 

‘Sorry, Costa. You should have called. I’d have seen off all the 
problems.’ 

Mastorakis closed the door firmly behind Terry. ‘Charlie, I 
don’t like what I’m hearing.’ 

‘Who’s been telling you things?' asked Charlie. 

‘Several people.’ 

‘Like?’ 

‘Rene Levallier. He’s very important now with this new 
appointment. Got sources of information everywhere. He knew 
your Elisabeth, you know.’ 

‘Sure. She and Lucille were childhood playmates.’ 

‘He says there were secrets in her life which weren’t too 
savoury. Criminal friends, even crimes. ’ 

‘She was a journalist. They mix with all sorts. What was his 
point?’ 

‘That going around asking questions with this kid of hers was 
dangerous. You could muddy the water. I don’t want a widow 
for a daughter, Charlie. ’ 

‘He said that?’ Charlie asked with a lightness he didn’t feel. 
‘That I might get killed?’ Spoken aloud for the first time, the 
words caused a frisson. 

‘That was the message. For heaven’s sake, what are you doing, 
Charlie?’ 

‘I said I’d tell you when I could. You’re so impatient.’ 

‘That’s how I made my fortune - by being impatient. ’ 

‘You made your fortune because you’re a cunning old fox. 
Know what we talked about with Ren£?’ asked Charlie. 
‘Vacations in Deauville. And you say my life’s in danger?’ 

‘It’s not what you talked about, it’s what’s come back to him 
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on the air waves. And no one’s fooled by the cover of the girl, 
Charlie, including me. ’ 

'I thought everything was to do with girls . . .’ The phone 
rang. ‘Lena,’ he said into the mouthpiece, ‘I don’t want calls.’ 

‘It’s Paris,’ she answered. ‘Monsieur Dudos. He says it’s 
important.’ 

‘Charlie Dawson,’ said Duclos when he was connected, ‘I hear 
you’ve been using my name without my permission. Don’t you 
ever dare do that again - not if we’re going to stay friends - and 
I wouldn’t want me as an enemy.’ He rang off before Charlie 
could reply. 

Charlie was shaken, but fought to stop it showing. ‘Where 
were we now?’ he said. 'Girls . . .’ 

‘I wish it was girls,’ said Mastorakis, ‘but you’re into some¬ 
thing dangerous, Charlie, and you’ve got to back off’ 

‘OK, Costa . . .’ Anything to get him to talk of something 
else. ‘About this tanker. Pacific Star. Terry likes it. What about 
the papers - and the payment?’ 

Mastorakis stood up. ‘No rush, Charlie. There are a few 
technicalities, like you’d expect when ships are cheap. Some 
debts, which I’m dealing with. I’ll send you the papers shortly 
and you can let me have a cheque then. Meanwhile you can go 
ahead and put a crew in. You’ve changed the subject, haven’t 
you? Very deft. But don’t be too tricky, Charlie. I’d get drastic 
to protect Philana.’ 

Charlie nodded. ‘I don’t doubt it, Costa.’ He moved past him 
and opened the door. ‘I swear I’ll tell you everything soon.’ 

Mastorakis stared at him grimly - a bear of a man, in a state of 
frustration. ‘Mind you do,’ he said and stalked out of the office. 

Charlie returned to his desk, thinking about Rene Levallier. 
What had he heard? Maybe Sonya could find out. The telephone 
rang again. ‘Miss Ferrier from Paris,’ said Lena. 

‘Charlee?’ The sheer delight he felt at hearing her voice shook 
him a little. It seemed like months since he’d left her, but it was 
less than a week. ‘Are you there, Charlee?’ 

‘How you doing, honey?’ he asked. 

‘I’m not missing you a bit. Did you think I might be?’ 

‘I thought it possible. ’ 

‘You missing me, Charlee?’ 

‘A little - like all the time. ’ 
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‘How’s it going with your Philana? You getting the sweats, 
Charlee?’ 

‘You’re asking too many questions again.’ 

‘Of course, I forgot. You said you didn’t get the sweats with 
Philana. Did she like the sapphire?’ 

‘Sure, it went down well.’ 

‘Did she ask about me, give you any trouble?’ 

‘A little, like you’d expect. ’ 

‘Not too much, 1 hope. Charlee, Max called me about the 
screen test. He’s got a producer keen. But I won’t do it if you 
don’t want me to. ’ 

‘Do you want to? That’s the important thing.’ 

‘You didn’t want me to at La Galire, did you?’ 

‘We were busy.’ 

‘Was that the only reason?' 

‘Darling, I can’t run your life for you. The movie business is a 
tough world but a lot of people seem to like it. If Max thinks 
you’d be good, why not give it a whirl?’ 

‘You don’t mind?’ 

He did, as she knew. It was a world of attractive men, powerful 
men. ‘I can’t mind, can I?’ he said. 

She was silent for a moment. ‘OK, I’ll give Max your regards. 
And Charlee, I like it when you call me darling. You just did, 
you know.’ 

‘I know.’ 

‘I thought it might have just slipped out. Have you made any 
plans yet about coming back?’ 

‘I only just got here. I will soon.’ 

‘I was kidding just now, Charlee. I’m missing you very badly. 
Call me soon, won’t you?’ 

‘In a day or two.’ 

‘I’ll be waiting. Goodbye, darling.' 

‘Goodbye, darling,’ he said. 

‘That sounds good,’ she said and rang off. 

He was due at Marie’s. She had called and said she would like 
to talk to him again, and suggested a cocktail at five. It was early 
for him to drink cocktails, but it suited him that afternoon. It was 
Friday, the day he’d arranged to see Roger Briedon at 6.30 in the 
bar on 91st Street. 

That was a meeting that did need care, he reckoned. Briedon 
would have done some thinking, talked to people, as he clearly 
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had to Dudos. Charlie unlocked the bottom drawer of his desk 
and took out the gun and the shoulder holster he’d bought. He 
removed his jacket, strapped on the harness so that the holster 
was under his armpit, and put the jacket back on again. He smiled 
as he thought of what Mastorakis would have said had he known. 
It was a Colt.38 - not too brilliant as a weapon, they said, but it 
was familiar, what he’d had in the war. 

He left the office and walked for a few blocks, thinking of 
Nikki. There was a girl ahead of him who looked like her. He 
was always seeing girls who looked like her - until they got 
dose. She was so often in his mind, sometimes at the oddest of 
moments - in meetings, at dinner when he was talking to people, 
when he awoke in the middle of the night. Always it was the 
laughter that he remembered. 

What would he have done, he wondered, if he hadn’t got Wolf 
as an excuse, as Sonya had mocked? End it? How? Well, it’s been 
lovely knowing you. We'll always be great friends, won’t we? 
Let me know if you need anything more. 

Sonya’s sceptical look came back to him. It wouldn’t have been 
like that. He was hooked. They would have made love every 
time he was in Pars - and somehow he would have been in Paris 
more often than before and Terry would have been making more 
cracks about talking to his chair. And maybe it would have ended 
in one of the ways that Sonya had listed in Nikki’s apartment on 
the day of Wolf’s letters. And maybe it wouldn’t, because there 
was an element that didn’t exist in other love affairs. Elisabeth. 

The holster under his armpit was causing him discomfort. 
He’d get used to it, he supposed. He looked at his watch. It was 
later than he thought. Turning, he used his other arm to hail a 
cab. 


8 

The stranger in Marie’s apartment stood up as Charlie entered. 
He was tall - about six foot two - with broad shoulders, a full 
beard and thinning brown hair that was grey at the temples. He 
had an easy smile as they shook hands. 

‘I thought you’d like to meet Otto,’ Marie said. ’He’s been a 
friend of Wolf’s since they were cadets together. He knew 
Elisabeth, too.’ 

‘Otto Grolmann?’ enquired Charlie. 
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'How did you know my surname?’ he asked. His English was 
fluent but strongly accented. 

‘I’ve seen some of Wolf's letters,’ Charlie answered. ‘You were 
involved, I think, with the Black Forest business - when they 
were discovered, I mean.’ 

Otto nodded wryly, amused by the memory. ‘Wolf forgave 
me. I had no choice but to tell Rehmer. I knew where they’d 
gone - as von Eysebeck had told him. ’ 

‘Otto sees more of Wolf than I do,’ Marie put in. ‘He’ll pass 
on any message you want.’ 

‘I live in Germany, you see,’ Otto explained. ‘Wolf's in 
Germany a lot.’ 

‘Charlie’s got very friendly with Nicole,’ said Marie. ‘Too 
friendly, I suspect, though it’s not strange. She looks like her 
mother.’ 

‘Wolf would give anything to see her,’ said Otto, ‘but you 
know his position, I gather - which is why he hasn’t tried to find 
her before. She could have been such obvious bait for a set-up. 
Marie tells me you’d like to meet him, too. Maybe you can help.’ 

Td like to.’ 

Always there was a kind of half-smile on Otto’s face, coupled 
with an odd look of caution. Charlie got the feeling that he could 
move very fast if he needed to. ‘The question that might bother 
Wolf,’ Otto went on, ‘is exactly why you want to talk to him, 
Charlie?’ 

‘He sounds an interesting guy. We loved the same woman - 
and one that was pretty rare. That gives us a lot in common.’ 

Otto reached in his pocket for a silver cigarette case. ‘Smoke?’ 
he said, flicking it open and offering it to Charlie, his gaze steady. 
‘I think Wolf would need a better reason than that. I’m sure he’d 
like to meet you, too, but he has to take care about his social 
calls.’ 

‘Point taken,’ said Charlie. He was filling in time while he 
thought, wished Marie had warned him who he’d be meeting. It 
was deliberate, he guessed. She wanted him on the wrong foot. 
It was too soon to give Otto the real reason he wanted to meet 
Wolf. He knew nothing about what Otto had done immediately 
after the war - or Marie for that matter. So he’d got to come up 
with some other reason why Wolf should see him - a reason that 
would convince Wolf. ‘I can see he’s got to be careful,’ Charlie 
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went on. ‘It concerns some of Elisabeth’s papers that Nikki’s 
got.’ 

‘Papers?’ asked Otto, trying to contain his interest. For the first 
time, Charlie noticed that his eyes were grey. There was the light 
line of an old scar on the side of his face. ‘What kind of papers?’ 

‘Letters. A diary even. She was still writing that when I knew 
her right there in the field, though the Vercors was different 
because it was so remote.’ 

‘It was against the rules?’ 

‘Of course. She told me it was notes for a novel, and I never 
got a chance to look at it then. Naturally there’s nothing in it that 
would be any use to an enemy, but she mentions W pretty often. 
And there’s quite a bit in it I don’t understand. I think maybe 
Wolf might fill in the gaps.’ 

‘Charlie, you're not telling us anything,’ Marie put in. 

‘I’m giving you the basics.’ 

‘There’s more, isn’t there?’ 

‘There’s always more, Marie. If you could answer my ques¬ 
tions, I wouldn’t bother Wolf.’ 

‘How about trying us?’ said Otto. 

‘I’ve told you enough, I think, to convince Wolf to see us - 
with arrangements that he can control.’ 

‘Us?’ 

‘I’ll bring Nikki, of course - if he’d like that.’ 

‘What about this mystery that concerns Elisabeth,’ said Marie. 
‘Why you’re seeing all her old friends?’ 

‘Wolf was a mystery, let’s face it. Wolf was a hell of a shock.’ 

Otto inhaled and the smoke escaped slowly from his nostrils, 
his eyes searching Charlie’s face like radar. ‘Can we just talk for a 
moment about you and Elisabeth? She joined your unit, yes? 
How long did you know her?’ he asked. 

‘About a year.’ 

‘And it became very important, so Marie tells me.’ 

‘It was something I could never know again.’ 

‘She was a lovely girl,’ Otto agreed. ‘You were very lucky - as 
Wolf was.’ He smiled at the thought of her. ‘You were with her 
when she died, I hear? Ambushed, I believe?’ 

‘That’s right.’ 

‘It must have been tough. Any other casualties?’ 

‘One of our maquisards was shot in the leg. But all of us in the 
unit were OK. We pulled out fast.’ 
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‘Except Elisabeth.’ 

‘She was very exposed at the wrong moment.’ 

Otto was silent, thinking. ‘I’m sorry to interrogate you, 
Charlie, but you understand, I’m sure.’ 

‘Go ahead.’ 

‘Tell me,’ he said, ‘did she ever speak of Wolf?’ 

‘No - though that’s hardly surprising.’ 

‘Of course, it would have made her suspect. She wasn’t ever 
suspected, I suppose?’ 

‘We heard that the Gestapo had taken Nikki - wrongly, as it 
turned out. Anyone was suspect in that position - even Elisabeth. ’ 

‘Did you know she’d worked in Berlin?’ 

‘Oh yes, but years before.’ 

‘That didn’t make you wonder? Or London? Didn’t it make 
London wonder?’ 

‘They cleared her.’ 

‘And never changed their mind?’ 

Charlie was tempted to reveal the truth, but decided against it. 
He shook his head. 'What are you trying to tell me?’ he asked. 
‘That they should have changed their mind?’ 

Otto’s expression was bland, with just a hint of amusement. 
‘I’m asking questions, Charlie,’ he said, ‘not trying to tell you 
anything.’ 

He got to his feet - with a movement that was both lazy and 
controlled. ‘I must go. It’s been a pleasure to meet you. I’ll report 
to Wolf.’ He shook Charlie’s hand warmly, and kissed Marie on 
the cheek. She went with him to the door, where he turned. ‘Oh, 
Charlie,’ he said. ‘That gun. It shows, you know. You need to 
adjust the harness.’ Then he turned and went into the hall. Charlie 
noticed that he had a slight limp - so slight that he hadn’t seen it 
before. 

Marie came back into the room. The usual smile was absent 
from her face. ‘Why are you carrying a gun, Charlie?’ she asked. 

‘I’ll tell you that,’ Charlie answered, ‘if you tell me what you 
control in Switzerland.’ 

The smile was back. ‘No wonder she loved you, Charlie. But 
you want to take care, you know. You’re playing with big boys.’ 

‘How do you know?’ asked Charlie. 

She avoided the trap. ‘I’ve always had a nose for news,’ she 
said. 
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9 

There were more people in the bar than when Charlie had met 
Briedon there earlier in the week - perhaps because it was Friday. 
Even so, the barman recognised him as he ordered a Budweiscr. 
‘You were in the other night with that tubby guy, weren’t you?’ 
he said. ‘I’ve got a message for you. He’d like to meet you at his 
apartment instead of here. He’s expecting an important phone 
call.’ 

‘You know him then?’ said Charlie. ‘Didn’t realise he was a 
regular.' 

‘Comes in sometimes. Not exactly a regular. Hasn’t been in 
the city long.’ 

‘See you again then,’ said Charlie. ‘Later maybe.’ He left the 
bar, feeling apprehensive. Bars were safer places to meet than 
apartments and, if he was in danger, as he was being warned on 
ail sides, was it wise to walk into what might be a trap? Yet, he 
was certain that Briedon had at least part of the answer to the 
question that had dogged him for months. Briedon must know 
who tipped him off that Elisabeth was meeting Wolf- and where. 
And that person must have wanted the evidence passed to 
London. Could he pass up the chance that Briedon had decided 
to come clean? 

He walked the four blocks up Columbus to West 9jth, 
pondering the pros and cons. The discomfort of the gun, lessened 
since he had adjusted the harness, was reassuring. He was glad 
he’d got it. Oh, Elisabeth, he thought, if you could only have 
known what you started. 

He crossed 94th, glancing up the street towards the Park. He 
could see the trees above the fast traffic of Central Park West. 
The evening was warm, but muggy - the end of a cloudy day. It 
dawned on him then that no one knew where he was. Should he 
call someone just in case? Who? Terry? He’d have left the office 
and wouldn’t be home yet. Mastorakis? He’d call out the Fire 
Brigade. Philana? She’d call her father. Marie? How could he 
trust Marie? 

He thought of friends. How would he put it? Just wanted you 
to know I was going to Apartment 44, 52 West 9$th Street. Why? 
Well, it’s just possible something might happen that’d make it 
relevant. What kind of thing? I can’t explain right now but . . . 
Dangerous? Of course not. Whatever made you think that? The 
fact I rang? Yeah, I suppose you must think it a bit odd but. . . 
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oh, forget it, pal. The moment he put down the phone, they 
would call the police and the sirens would be on. 

He heard one behind him now on Columbus. The car roared 
by him, its light flashing, the siren wailing as it passed, then 
fading with the distance. He felt as though he were playing a role 
in a film. The sirens, the gun, the fear. 

He turned into West 9$th Street. It was a street of run-down 
apartment blocks - peeling paint, rust, eroded brickwork. Scene 
37, shot 14. At Number 52 there were a row of entryphone bells, 
some with names, some without, beneath a cracked plastic cover. 
A couple were jammed in their sockets. He pressed the bell by 
Number 44 with litde hope that it would ring in the apartment. 
Nothing happened, so he pushed the entrance door. It was no 
surprise when it gave to his touch. 

He went up the stairs, covered with worn linoleum, to the 
fourth floor, a bit breathless by the time he reached it. A lesson 
there, surely. Here he was, risking his life, buying handguns, and 
he wasn’t even fit. How had he got himself into this? 

He walked along the passage to number 44 and his fear 
sharpened, for the door was ajar. He knocked, but there was no 
sound. For a moment he wished he’d rung Briedon from the bar. 
He might have dropped some hint of what he could expect. But 
if Briedon was there waiting for him in the silence, maybe with a 
gun raised, a knife in his hand - or if anyone else was - he 
wouldn’t have given him any warning. 

There was a smell of cooking - stew, soup, something like 
that, for the evening meal. ‘Monsieur Briedon,’ Charlie called 
out. ‘Are you there. Monsieur Briedon?’ 

There was no answer, yet Charlie sensed he was there. He felt 
for his gun - a little self-consciously. It seemed ridiculous and 
unreal, like a game, like a film. Yet he’d bought the gun for real, 
hadn’t he? For situations exactly like this. He drew it delicately 
from the holster, aware of his lapel brushing the back of his hand 
as he did so. 

Then he moved cautiously into the apartment - at first into a 
small, dingy hall and then, by pushing another partly open door, 
into the living room. The shock of what greeted him was like 
being struck. A sharp intake of breath, the thumping of his heart, 
sheer cold fear. 

Briedon was lying on the floor, face down, his arms stretched 
forward as though he’d been reaching as he fell for the support of 
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the table beyond his fingers. He’d been wearing a white shirt and 
blood was seeping from a hole in his back, soaking into the 
material as if it were blotting paper, so that a whole area of his 
torso was wet crimson. Already it was dripping on to the carpet 
beside him. 

It was a long time since Charlie had seen anyone who looked 
dead from bullet wounds. The sight was obscene - far worse 
than casualties in action because it was so alien to the setting. It 
just didn’t happen in private apartments, did it? Thoughts began 
to flash through his mind. Disappointment - he’d expected so 
much from this meeting. A horrified kind of sadness because he’d 
liked Briedon. And then the sudden chilling perception that 
whoever shot him might still be there, watching him, gun aimed; 
that he, too, might soon be lying on the carpet with blood oozing 
from a hole in his back. 

He glanced quickly around the room, but there was no sign 
that anyone else had been there. Nothing seemed out of place. 
He went into the small kitchen, directed by the smell. There was 
a pot on the stove, its contents simmering. He turned off the 
flame and went back into the hall to check out the rest of the 
apartment, still with the gun in his hand. There was just a 
bedroom and a bathroom - again with no sign of disturbance. He 
even explored a cupboard. 

He returned to the living room and bent down over Briedon’s 
body to confirm that he was really dead, though the extent of the 
bleeding left little doubt. He wondered what to do. Call the 
police? They’d ask why he was there, why he was carrying a 
gun. They might hold him, in which case Mastorakis would hear 
about it and his bevy of attorneys would be swarming all over 
and the press would make hay with pictures of Philana. 

Yet, if they discovered he’d been there and failed to report it, 
he could well find himself as suspect number one. How could 
they find out? Fingerprints? All he’d touched was the stove and 
the cupboard in the bedroom. He remembered the barman who’d 
given him the message. But he didn’t know Charlie’s name - or 
Briedon’s - and the bar was three blocks away. All they’d get 
was a description. There was nothing to link him to Briedon. 

It was only then, as he wrestled with the problem, that the 
thought occurred to him: poor Briedon could tell him nothing 
now, but there could be another lead in the apartment - docu¬ 
ments, letters maybe? He put his gun back in the holster and 
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looked around the sparsely furnished room, wondering where 
Briedon would have kept correspondence. There were two 
drawers in the table. He opened one. More fingerprints! Letters 
all right, but addressed to Soissons, all about business, plus a few 
bills and a card from one of his workmates. He was in Miami 
having a great time. 

The second drawer was no more productive - a tablecloth, 
mats, a screwdriver and pliers, a map of the city. 

Then Charlie noticed a jacket slung on the back of a wooden 
chair. Why hadn’t he seen it before? he wondered. He found the 
wallet in the inside pocket - in smooth brown faded leather, 
worn at the comers. Folded within it was a telegram that had 
arrived in New York from Paris at four o’clock that afternoon. 
‘Sorry I could not speak to you today stop will call you 1815 
Friday stop until then do not play violins of autumn - Verlaine.’ 

Verlaine was a nineteenth-century French poet, and lines from 
his work had often been used for coded messages sent by SOE to 
the Resistance after BBC news broadcasts. It was a codename, 
therefore, that bore the colour of Elisabeth. The violins, presum¬ 
ably taken from a poem, were also some kind of cipher. The 
telegram could be useful as evidence - especially if links could be 
found. Who was Verlaine, for Christ’s sake? Almost certainly the 
man he was after. Or the woman. So Charlie slipped it into his 
own wallet and returned Briedon’s to the pocket of his jacket on 
the chair. 

Again his mind reverted to the police. He’d stolen a document 
from the dead man. What if the killer had alerted them by phone? 
They could walk in the door and find it on him as well as the 
gun. Anyone could walk in. Not just the police. Even a friend 
would be enough to involve him. 

There was a moment of panic. He must get out - then he 
remembered the fingerprints. He ran into the kitchen, wiped the 
gas burner control with his handkerchief and the drawer handles 
of the table in the sitting room - then dashed into the bedroom 
to remove any traces on the cupboard doors. 

He left the apartment, trying not to hurry. He went down the 
stairs and out through the unlatched entrance door into the street. 
It was deserted except for a man walking along the far sidewalk 
and, fifty yards behind him, a boy. Charlie strolled towards 
Amsterdam since the street was one-way westward, so that any 
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police in cars heading for Briedon’s building would only get a 
back view. 

As he reached the avenue, he heard the siren behind him. He 
resisted the temptation to look back, though it needed a huge 
effort. The siren stopped, which meant the police car had. 

Charlie was about to hail a cruising cab but thought better of 
it. Cabdrivers who had been working the area around this time 
could be questioned. So he waited with three other people for the 
downtown bus. After twenty blocks he got off and hailed a cab. 
He directed the driver to his home, but then after a few minutes 
told him to stop at the Plaza Hotel, which was on the way. 
Briedon’s death had changed the whole picture. He needed to 
consult Sonya. 

It was after midnight in Paris and she'd gone to bed early, as 
her sleepy voice indicated. ‘Sorry,’ he said, ‘but I’ve got some 
pretty shocking news. Briedon’s been murdered - just before he 
was due to meet me.’ 

‘Oh no!’ she exclaimed. ‘My God, Charlie, you’re going to 
have to start taking a lot more care. Ren6 Levalier asked about 
you today. I had to see him on a story. He said the Suretl had 
heard from London about your enquiries with Nikki. You ruffled 
some feathers, it seems. He thinks it’s linked with Marie Cayzer 
and Wolf and Nazi funds. ’ 

‘Christ, the links are remote. ’ 

‘Same characters. See it from their angle. They’re going after 
Wolf more seriously, raising the priority. Ren£ likes you - he 
said he was concerned, hoped you weren't going to end up in the 
Seine.’ 

Charlie felt very cold suddenly, as he had with Dudos’s threat. 
Involuntarily, he shivered. Seeing Briedon’s body had been 
traumatic. The image of it was still with him in vivid detail. So 
was the fear. The gunfire was getting dose. Still, he forced a 
jokey answer, as they would have done in the Vercors. ‘That’s all 
I need to hear. Been one of those days, hasn’t it?’ 

She recognised the tone of his response. ‘It’s not that funny, 
Charlie. Maybe we should tread water for a while.’ 

‘When we’re making progress?’ 

‘Where to? Think about it, Charlie, and call me again 
tomorrow.’ 

Charlie put the phone down but kept his hand on the receiver. 
What Sonya had said about Wolf had made him think. He needed 
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Wolf now. When people started getting killed, Charlie was out 
of his depth. Wolf was clearly a kind of gangster. He’d know 
what to do and, after those letters to Elisabeth, surely he’d got to 
care. Charlie dialled Marie’s number. 

‘Have you used that gun yet?’ she asked. 

‘Wouldn’t know how,’ he answered. ‘It’s just my latest 
neurosis.’ 

‘You’re worrying me, you know. ’ 

‘I just heard something interesting from Paris. Do you reckon 
Wolf knows that the Surete have raised his priority? They’re 
going after him, it seems.’ 

‘What’s this, a gesture of friendship - a sprat to catch a 
mackerel?’ 

‘It’s now more urgent that I meet Wolf. I need him, Marie. 
Truly.’ 

‘What’s changed the tempo? A couple of hours ago you were 
pretty cool.’ 

‘Please, Marie - just get a message to him that I have to see 
him.’ 

‘How can I help you if you won’t confide in me just a little?’ 

‘Marie, it’s vital.’ 

‘Well, I’ll tell you something. Soon after you left. Wolf called. 
Weeks go by and I never hear, but he called. He’s intrigued, 
Charlie. I think he’ll see you, but he wasn’t committing himself. 
You’ll have to go back to Paris. He won’t be there long, so it’ll 
be on spec, may even be a wasted journey. Want to risk it?’ 

‘God yes.’ 

‘Philana will go berserk.’ 

‘I’ll make it up to her.’ 

‘I’m going to Paris myself on Wednesday - as I always do at 
this time for the Collections. You’ll be staying in the Bristol as 
usual, I suppose, so I'll contact you there. And Charlie . . . you’ll 
sure owe me after this.’ 

‘I’ll start saving.’ 

How could he swop jokes at a time like this? he wondered as 
he put down the phone. For a few moments, he stayed in the 
booth, overcome by a sudden wave of fatigue. He thought he 
was going to cry. Shock, he supposed. His feelings were confused 
- excitement at getting closer to Wolf, who seemed to promise 
so much, horror of the past hours that was growing as numbness 
faded, and sheer panic that lay in him just below the surface. 
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He forced himself to leave the comfort of the booth. He had to 
get back to normal life. He thought of going for a drink but he 
knew he couldn’t cope with the trivial talk of lone men in bars. 
He walked through the lobby - familiar territory that he’d 
trodden so many times before - and joined the short queue at the 
entrance waiting for cabs. 

Philana greeted him with a bright smile, put her arms round his 
neck and kissed him. She was already dressed to go out. ‘You 
haven't forgotten we’re dining with the Graysons, have you?’ she 
said. ‘You had, hadn’t you?’ she laughed. 

‘Just fot a moment,’ he admitted. 

‘You’re not looking too marvellous,’ she said, studying him 
anxiously. ‘You feeling all right?’ 

‘Sure,’ he said, ‘fine. Bit tired maybe.’ 

‘Like a drink before your shower?’ 

‘That’s a good idea.’ 

They went into the living room and she prepared it for him. 
There had been no recurrence of the outburst a few days back. 
She was back to the role of loving wife and he had taken her 
message to heart - tried not to be a stranger, tried to be there for 
her. But he knew his performance wasn’t adequate. He had too 
much on his mind. 

‘Anything interesting happen today?’ she asked as she dropped 
the ice cubes into the glasses. 

‘The usual hassle,’ he said. 

She approached him with the glasses in her hand and he 
thought how pretty she looked, her blonde hair held back by a 
diamond comb, his sapphire on her finger. ‘You sure nothing 
happened today?’ she said as she handed him his drink. ‘You 
don’t usually come home looking so pale. ’ 

‘Sure I’m sure,’ he answered, thinking of what she would say 
if he told her the truth. Nothing had happened - other than 
escaping from the police because he might be accused of murder. 
‘You’re looking lovely. Give me a kiss.’ 

‘Will that put the colour back in your cheeks?’ she asked with a 
smile. 

‘I reckon so. Set me on fire, I’d guess.’ 

‘I’d love it if that were true. ’ She leaned forward, her own glass 
in one hand, and kissed him with parted lips. He responded 
warmly, holding her by the shoulders so she lost her balance and 
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fell laughing on to his lap, still kissing him. Her drink spilled on 
his trousers. ‘Doesn’t matter,’ he said, his mouth still touching 
hers. 

The kids came in, having heard he was home. ‘Oh look,’ 
Rhona exclaimed. ‘Mom and Dad are having a game. ’ 

‘You can say that again,’ said Philana as she got off his lap, 
smiling. She straightened her dress, touched her hair to repair 
minor damage. 

For a moment, he wondered if the remark was pointed, but 
she looked so happy he realised it wasn’t. ‘Will you have a game 
with us?’ asked Tim. 

‘He hasn’t got time right now,’ said Philana. 

‘Tomorrow maybe,’ Charlie added. 

‘It’s so lovely for us all to be together,’ she told him, ‘and to be 
laughing. You won’t have to go back to Europe for a while will 
you?’ 

‘Maybe not,’ he answered doubtfully and the laughter drained 
from her face. 

‘When?’ she asked. 

‘Well... it may have to be later this week.’ 

There was silence then. Not even the kids said a word. 



Nineteen 


Philana was gripping the wheel tightly as they drove downtown 
in the heavy early evening traffic, looking steadily ahead with a 
troubled expression. She had run a comb through her hair before 
they left, but without her usual care, and it remained unruly, a 
few strands lying across her cheek. 

Observing her in profile, Charlie was struck again by how 
beautiful she looked, moved suddenly by a wave of sympathy. 
He knew how impossible the situation was for her and was 
impressed by her dignity. He put his hand on her knee. Til call 
often,’ he said, but she didn’t seem to have heard -just stared 
grimly through the windscreen. 

Her decision to drive Charlie to the airport herself- instead of 
riding with him in the back of the Cadillac - was a last-minute 
impulse and he knew there was a special reason. There had been 
no quarrels since the day he got home after finding Bnedon’s 
body, no insistent questions as to why he was returning to Paris 
so soon. But the vitality seemed to have gone out of her. They 
had made love once or twice but there was a distance between 
them. 

She told her father that Charlie was going and Costa had been 
on the phone demanding his presence as usual at the Twenty- 
One. ‘I’ve a right to know,’ he declared, glowering over his 
champagne, the furrows of his forehead forming deep folds. 
‘You’ve only been back a few days. Something vital must have 
happened to demand so urgent a return.’ 

‘I promised, Costa: you’ll be the first to know. ’ 

‘It’s the girl. She’s putting the pressure on.’ 

‘It’s not the girl.’ 

‘She’s called you, I know she’s called you. ’ 

‘About a screen test. She wants to be a star. And how did you 
know?’ Bugging would be excessive, even for Costa, but it was 
always possible. 

‘How?’ he asked. ‘It’s what I’d expect. But if it’s not the girl, 


26) 



then the trouble’s serious and you’re going to force my hand, 
Charlie. ’ 

‘How many more times, Costa? I’ve a duty, an obligation, 
which must for the moment be kept secret.’ 

‘From me?’ Tears appeared suddenly in his eyes. 

‘Even from you. ’ 

‘Considering what I’ve done for you?’ 

‘Costa, my gratitude is overflowing, but I’m thirty-six, a 
father. I don’t have to tell you everything I do. ’ 

‘This is different, you know that.’ He paused, watching 
Charlie. ‘Well, don’t ever say I didn’t warn you,’ he added 
darkly. 

As they crossed the East River by the Queensboro Bridge, 
Philana seemed to grow tenser, her hands so tight on the wheel 
that her knuckles were white. ‘Charlie,’ she managed to say at 
last, ‘do you want a divorce?’ 

He realised then why the scene wasn’t being played out at 
home. When you’re driving you don’t have to look at a person 
when you ask them a question - not even a question like that. 

‘No, darling,’ he answered, ‘I don’t want a divorce. And you 
really must try to stop worrying. ’ 

She turned her head then for an instant - a brief searching 
glance to be sure - before looking back at the road. ‘Whenever 
you leave, I can never be certain you’re coming back. ’ 

‘I’ll come back.’ 

‘If you’re alive,’ she said. ‘I found your gun, Charlie. Why do 
you need a gun, for God’s sake?’ 

Tve had it a while. You never know when you’re going to 
need one. Don’t worry, darling - I’ve forgotten how to use it.’ 

‘You’re lying to me, Charlie - and it makes me scared. And a 
little jealous.’ 

‘It’ll be over soon. And everything will be back to normal.’ 

‘I don’t believe that. Nor do you. Well, do you?’ 

‘All right, nothing’s ever certain. But I’m pretty sure it will.’ 

‘Let’s hope so,’ she said forlornly. 

When they got to the airport, she gripped his hand for a 
second. ‘Be very careful, won’t you, Charlie?’ 

‘I will,’ he answered as he kissed her. 

‘I love you,’ she said. ‘We’ve got a lot going for us, haven’t 

‘A lot,’ he agreed. ‘I love you too.’ He walked towards the 
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glass doors of the terminal building, then turned and waved. He 
didn’t like himself. I’m not cut out for this, he thought. But he’d 
told Costa the truth. He wasn’t going back for the girl. The girl 
was there, though. 

After midnight the stewards turned off the main cabin lights, but 
Charlie lay staring at the night sky through a gap in the curtains, 
sleepless yet lulled by the monotonous roar of the engines. He 
thought again of Briedon, who had started to obsess him, partly 
because he’d liked him, partly because his death had changed the 
gearing. They were on a new track now. Before, there’d been 
what seemed defensive moves - the warning off of Thelma with 
the threat about her child, Frank Charlwood’s sudden change of 
mind, Bricdon’s disappearance from Paris - but murder was 
different. In a way, Charlie felt he'd killed Briedon himself, that 
if he hadn’t traced him Briedon would be alive now. 

The day after he talked to Marie, she’d called him again - at 
the office. ‘I just heard about a Frenchman who got killed 
yesterday,’ she said. ‘Know anything about it, Charlie?’ 

‘Should I? I’m not usually au fait with New York murders.’ 
Was he casual enough, maybe too casual? 

‘Name of Briedon. Sporting journalist, once worked for 
Duclos’s paper, they say. Just wondered if that was why it was 
suddenly so urgent you met Wolf.’ 

‘What could Wolf have to do with a sporting journalist?’ he 
asked. 

‘No idea. I thought you might know.’ 

‘Any clues in the paper?’ 

‘It’s not been in the paper. Not yet. Sometime, Charlie, you’re 
going to have to start telling me, you know.’ 

‘See you in Paris, Marie,’ he said and put down the phone, 
wondering how she’d found out if there was nothing in the 
papers yet. Then it occurred to him that she’d said it to fool him, 
to put him off the scent. If he suspected she was involved with 
this whole business, even at the fringes, he wouldn’t expect her 
to be asking aggressive questions to which, in fact, she already 
knew the answer; so he’d think his suspicions were groundless. 
The same went for Wolf. Why should she help him? Why should 
she help him to meet anyone? 

Charlie had thought a lot about Verlaine. The name alone, 
written on a telegram, had made him tangible. Until now, the 



search had been for someone vague - a powerful presence. There 
were suspicions. Dudos, Marie - but no hard evidence to tie 
either of them to Elisabeth’s death. Verlaine could be someone 
else, might not even know them, though Charlie doubted that. 
He was sure they were involved in some way. He wondered 
what kind of man - or woman — Verlaine was, and tried to build 
up a picture of his life, his motives. Were there children? A wife? 
A home? An office? What did he do for leisure? A yacht at Monte 
Carlo? Racehorses at Chantilly? 

One thing seemed certain: Verlaine knew Charlie, or at least 
knew his movements, his plans - and this was unnerving. Charlie 
needed to know his enemy. That’s why he’d prefer it if Verlaine 
was Duclos, formidable though Duclos could be. Certainly the 
costume of Verlaine fitted Duclos - which is why he’d asked 
Sonya if she could arrange for them to see him, face him out. 
Duclos was an old pro, but he might show something of his 
hand. 

Charlie turned from the cabin window and tried to sleep, 
letting the noise of the engines fill his mind. He dozed for a 
while, but he was awake again soon with the dawn and the first 
shafts of sunlight. 

‘Seems too easy,’ said Charlie as Sonya drove him into Paris from 
the airport. Duclos had agreed to see them as soon as they could 
get there. He was busy the rest of the week. 

‘Does it matter that it’s easy?’ she asked. 

‘I like to know why.’ 

‘I told you. We had lunch - the first time in months. I made it 
casual. Charlie’s doing some research you could help with, I 
said. ’ 

‘He couldn’t have bought that, so why’s he seeing me?’ 

‘Who can tell? To find out what you know maybe. To please 
me since 1 seem to be back in favour. ’ 

As they went up the stairs of the France Aujourd’hui building, 
Charlie asked: ‘How’s Nikki doing?’ 

‘You mean why wasn’t she at Orly to meet you?’ Sonya 
mocked. ‘She’s in London with Max and a big producer. The 
great screen test. They’re flying in this afternoon. So’s Romy. 
Max said Romy’s worried about something, but he wouldn’t say 
what on the phone. ’ 

She led the way through the noise of the newsroom, and at the 
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far end of it Dudos’s secretary rose to greet them - then ushered 
them into the ordered tranquillity of his big office. 

Dudos greeted Charlie as though he were an old friend, and 
for a moment Charlie wondered if he’d imagined that brief call in 
New York, with its curt and chilling warning. ‘Now tell me,’ 
said Claude sceptically as he filled three glasses with champagne, 
‘about this research you’re engaged in. ’ 

‘It’s good of you to give me your time,’ said Charlie easily. 
‘You were pretty mad at me the last time we talked.’ 

Duclos laughed. ‘You shouldn’t have done what you did, 
Charlie. But then sometimes we all do things we shouldn’t.’ He 
replaced the bottle in the ice bucket on a side table. ‘In his day, 
Briedon was good, you know. Not great, but he could write 
exciting copy. Did you ever get to meet him, Sonya?’ 

‘He was spirited away, wasn’t he?’ she answered. 

Duclos didn't react. ‘Never was reliable,’ he said. ‘That was his 
trouble, why he stayed small-time.’ He turned. ‘Charlie met him, 
didn’t you, Charlie?’ 

‘Did you know he was dead?’ Charlie asked. 

He gave a brief nod. ‘Roger always knew some unsavoury 
people. Fighters usually do. He was a fighter before he was a 
journalist. There - you didn’t know that, did you?’ 

‘Why’s he dead, Claude?’ 

Duclos’s expression was quizzical: it was a stupid question. ‘He 
must have upset someone, mustn’t he?’ he asked. 

‘Do you know who?’ 

‘Why should I know that?’ 

‘Because you had an inside track to him. He called you only 
hours before he died. ’ 

‘That was to check on you. You’d used my name as an intro, 
hadn’t you?’ 

‘You’ve known him a long time. Back to Elisabeth’s day. Then 
the war. You must have realised what he was doing in the war.’ 

‘I had an idea,’ he agreed. 

‘And I bet you have an idea who’d want him out of the way 
now,’ Sonya put in. ‘He was only a little guy. Who could he 
hurt? You know, don’t you?’ 

Duclos laughed, pleased by her charge. ‘You give me too much 
credit, Sonya. But I could make enquiries. I’d need a reason, 
though. Why would I want to know about a seedy little sports 
writer who’d long been over the hill?’ 
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Charlie said nothing. He wandered over to the big window 
with his glass in his hand, and looked out at the cloudy Paris sky. 
He was tired after the flight and it was too soon for this kind of 
meeting, when you needed all your wits for the nuances. 

He stifled a yawn, turned wearily to face Dudos. ‘Do you ever 
see Wolf Heinegg now?’ 

Duclos laughed at the sudden mention of a secret name - then 
shook his head. ‘No, Charlie, haven’t seen Wolf in years.’ 

‘You knew him well though, didn’t you?’ said Sonya. 

‘You’re both at me, aren’t you? It’s like the Gestapo.’ There 
was a look of supercilious amusement on his face. ‘Yes, I knew 
him well,’ he went on. ‘He was often in Paris in the thirties - and 
later, too, though I hardly saw him then.’ 

‘You knew about him and Elisabeth?’ asked Charlie. 

‘Oh yes.’ 

‘Did you tell Briedon about them?’ 

Duclos looked puzzled. ‘Why should 1 do that?’ 

‘My very next question. ’ 

‘You’re looking tired, Charlie,’ said Duclos. 

‘I didn’t sleep much on the plane.’ 

‘Your questions are very blunt. I’m not sure I like it.’ He 
sipped his champagne, watching Charlie. ‘No one talked of 
Wolf,' he said. ‘Those were different days. Love affairs were 
secret - gossiped about, but barely admitted. For most people. 
But Elisabeth was rash. She’d bring him to parties and behaved - 
well, she left no doubt she was sleeping with him. Her friends 
tried to be loyal, but it was hard for them, the Levalliers 
especially. Sonya will understand that, won’t you, Sonya?’ 

You bastard, Sonya thought. You can’t resist it. ‘Why me 
especially?’ she enquired. 

‘Oh, I don’t know.’ He looked at her - then went on: ‘To start 
with, the Levalliers were loyal to Elisabeth. But Lucille’s sights 
were always high - and so were Rene’s. Both were scared to 
death of scandal. The Wolf affair - or rather Elisabeth’s flaunting 
of it - created a rift between them. For a while, she and Lucille 
didn't even speak. Then war began to loom and that put an 
entirely different complexion on it. Even now you won’t find 
anyone who wants to talk of Wolf.’ 

‘So who talked to Briedon?’ asked Charlie. ‘Someone told him 
she and Wolf were meeting. This was after the occupation of 
Paris, Claude.’ 
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‘I never heard that,’ said Duclos. ‘And don’t look at me like 
that, Charlie. I didn’t tell him.’ 

‘Did you know they met after the war had started?’ 

‘Know?’ Duclos shook his head. ‘But it wouldn’t have sur¬ 
prised me.’ 

‘Despite her work in the Resistance?’ queried Sonya. 

‘Despite anything. We’re talking of love, of passion. Go back 
in history and look at what people risked for love. Mark Antony. 
Catherine Howard. Abelard. What’s a war?’ 

‘A true romantic,’ she teased, ‘hidden beneath that shell of 
cynicism. Why didn’t you tell Nikki who W was when she 
asked?’ 

‘What do you expect? Yes, Nikki, he was your mother’s lover 
- an enemy general, your real father, now wanted for war crimes? 
You think I should have told her that?’ 

Charlie had wandered over to the bookshelves that covered 
one wall of the room. As he ran his eye over the volumes, Duclos 
asked him: ‘Why not tell me what’s behind all this, Charlie?’ 

‘I think you know, Claude,’ Charlie answered, still scanning 
the shelves. 

‘I don’t know much. I can guess some of it. When you brought 
Nikki here, I asked myself: What exactly is Charlie after? Months 
later I ask the same. It has to centre on Elisabeth because she was 
the link between you all - Nikki, Sonya, the Vercors comrades 
still so close, even poor Bnedon. Well, you’ve found out about 
Wolf, but you’re still sniffing the trail like greyhounds, aren’t 
you?’ 

‘So why after all this time? Answer: Elisabeth’s death. It had to 
be that: there was nothing else. You discovered some new aspect 
that changed everything, that was crucial. So what could this be? 
Well, how did she die? Even why did she die? Which brings us to 
the signal, doesn’t it?’ 

Charlie still felt a frisson at Duclos’s words. The signal was an 
Allied secret, still classified. To admit to knowing of it was to 
invite suspicion. It hadn’t slipped out by mistake. Duclos had 
lobbed it in as a tactic and Charlie didn’t respond at once. He’d 
found what he’d been looking for among the books - six volumes 
of Verlaine’s works. ‘What signal, Claude?’ he asked idly as he 
drew one of the books from the shelf - Romances sans paroles. 

‘Oh, Charlie,’ Duclos said reproachfully, ‘what’s the point in 
pretending? Isn’t the signal why you’re here?’ 
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‘All right,’ said Charlie, looking at him then, with the book 
open in his hand. ‘What about the signal?’ 

'You tell me. In April something started to disturb you about 
the signal?’ 

‘That’s true,’ Charlie answered calmly. ‘It disturbs me more 
now - after what happened to Briedon.’ 

‘Didn’t that make you nervous? Is it worth the risk, Charlie?’ 

‘It’s something I’ve got to do. And, when you get down to it, 
what is the risk?’ 

Dudos shrugged. ‘The truth, if there is a truth, could make 
you vulnerable - more vulnerable than Briedon.’ 

‘Except that anything I know, the others will all know, too. 
You realise that. I’m sure.’ 

Dudos laughed, but his colour seemed higher. ‘And you 
suspect this may concern me?’ 

‘You’re on the list. You must be. The two factors that 
condemned Elisabeth were Wolf and Briedon. You knew all 
about Wolf. You spoke to Briedon before he died. You were 
even aware that he was tempted to open up to me.’ 

‘No,’ said Dudos. ‘I didn’t know that.’ 

Charlie looked down at the title page of Romances sans paroles. 
‘Fond of Verlaine, are you?’ he enquired. 

‘Quite,’ Dudos said. ‘I studied him at the Sorbonne. Along 
with others, of course.’ 

‘Verlaine was a favourite?’ 

Dudos sighed. ‘This is hardly the time to discuss my taste in 
poetry. I hope you believe what I’ve just told you.’ 

‘That you didn’t know Briedon meant to tell me the truth?’ 
asked Charlie, replacing the book on the shelf. ‘I’d believe that,’ 
he went on, turning to Dudos, ‘if you could explain how Briedon 
learned when Elisabeth was meeting Wolf- and where.’ 

Dudos smiled and sipped his champagne. ‘If I could explain 
that, it’d mean I wanted her to die - and I swear I didn’t want 
that, Charlie. ’ There was a fervency in his tone. ‘That you must 
believe,’ he added. 

‘Sorry, Claude, I don’t,’ said Charlie, ‘but what I still want to 
know is why?’ 

‘I don’t know that,’ Dudos whispered. ‘If I did I’d tell you.’ 


‘Know what’s beautiful about this business, Charlie?’ Max said, 
‘It’s finding someone you think the camera will fall for - and then 
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seeing it make love to her, linger tenderly on her lips, gaze at her 
eyes, feel her hair, caress her ears, her neck, her breasts. And then 
you know that for once you’ve got it right. It was like that with 
Nikki, Charlie, I kid you not. Nikki is going to be big. Believe 
me, this girl is a treasure.’ 

They’d met in the Ritz Bar, which always made Charlie feel 
slightly uncomfortable. The macho shadow of Ernest Heming¬ 
way, one of the hotel’s most famous patrons, hung over the long 
counter. You got the feeling the barman would only serve you if 
you’d been charged by a Rhino. It suited Max, though. He 
enjoyed its aura of the celebrated, standing with his back to the 
window that overlooked the Place Vendome, his imagination 
running wild. 

‘We were only a minute into the test,’ he went on, ‘and already 
Craig had cast her in the picture. “Magic”, he kept whispering. 
“Just magic.” She was, too. She knows how, Charlie. No one’s 
told her. All she’s been taught was to wiggle her bottom in that 
grotty club and serve Boeuf Bourguignon in the cafe. But 
everything was small with her, as it needs to be with the big 
screens. Acting school would have ruined her. She knew by 
instinct. No wonder I feel like a kid who’s just had his first 
orgasm. And the timing - she’s a gift from the gods. I was in 
trouble, no question - still am, but the future’s looking good.’ 

‘What’s gone wrong?’ Charlie asked. 

‘That Gresham deal was lousy. Remember all that garbage 
Sally was dishing out at Romy’s about Ollie’s vision? Thank God 
I never actually signed a contract.’ 

‘So you’re all right then?’ 

Max’s face twisted into a look of uncertainty. ‘It's not as easy 
as that. There were letters, even a bit of money put up. Ollie’s 
out and they’re trying to screw us to the wall. I’ve saved Romy 
from the wreckage, since she was never in the Ollie deal. I’ve 
kept Nikki out, too. They’re the first clients of my new agency - 
and they’re beauties, Charlie. But, boy, if either goes lame. I’ll 
be dead, no kidding.’ His eyes brightened suddenly. ‘Ah, here 
she is,’ he exclaimed, looking over Charlie’s shoulder, ‘my 
brilliant discovery.’ 

Charlie turned to see Nikki standing in the doorway - radiant 
in a white silk cocktail dress that had clearly cost a fortune. She 
was looking around the bar for Max, taking her time as though 
she’d lived in luxury hotels all her life, a casual hand on the arm 
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of a tall, bulky man of about fifty. Her impact always took 
Charlie by surprise - but this time she was more stunning than 
he’d ever seen her and the sharp response in his groin almost 
hurt. He switched his attention to her escort, and was shocked 
by the spasm of hostility, primeval in its nature, that rose up in 
him. 

She saw him then and froze with her eyes wide, as people are 
sometimes caught in press photos. ‘Charlee,’ she exclaimed in 
delight. She hurried towards him and kissed him warmly. ‘You’re 
back,’ she said. ‘I didn’t know you were back. Max, why didn’t 
you tell me he was back?’ 

‘Because I didn’t know either,’ Max answered. 

‘I’m going to be in a movie, Charlee,’ she said. ‘Isn’t that 
wonderful? It’s about a girl who kills her mother’s lover. Craig 
says I’m going to be a sensation. Isn’t that right, Craig?’ 

‘It sure is, honey.’ 

Max introduced the two men. ‘I’ve just been telling Charlie 
about the test,’ he said. 

‘We’re all very excited,’ Craig confirmed. 

‘You’re a darling, Craig,’ said Nikki, clinging to his arm and 
kissing him on the cheek. ‘Did you know that?’ 

‘I had a suspicion,' he answered with a smile of easy assurance, 
‘but it’s good of you to confirm it.’ 

‘Charlee, he made it so easy. He understands exactly how a 
woman feels, don’t you, Craig?’ 

‘Well I’ve been dealing with actresses a while now,’ he 
answered as if that was pretty simple so long as you had the gift. 

‘We were trying this scene with a young actor, ’ she explained, 
still clinging to Craig's arm. ‘This was from the actual script, 
Charlee. And Craig told me exactly what to do. Your reaction to 
him is very big, he said; if you were honest with yourself you’d 
admit you already wanted him badly. Your stomach’s in turmoil. 
If he doesn’t kiss you you’re going to die. And you know what, 
Charlee, I felt just like that, didn’t I, Craig?’ She looked up at the 
producer with her big eyes wide as though he was the one she 
wanted to kiss her. 

‘The camera thought so,’ said Craig. ‘It came through electric 
on the screen. I hear you found this lovely, brilliant young girl in 
a Left Bank caff, Mr Dawson. That could come in useful for the 
promotion. A trifle diji vu, perhaps, but nice all the same.’ He 
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consulted his watch. ‘Afraid we're running late, honey. We ought 
to be saddled up.’ 

‘Already?’ she queried, the star overtaken by the demands of 
her public. ‘It can’t be that late. You should have told me you 
were coming back so soon, Charlee.’ 

‘So that you could have fitted me into your busy schedule?’ he 
asked with a smile he didn’t feel. ‘Don’t worry. I’ll call and make 
an appointment.’ 

She gave a slight, wounded shake of her head. ‘That’s naughty, 
Charlee,’ she chided from on high. ‘You know I didn’t mean it 
like that. I can’t wait to hear all about New York. When 
can we - ?’ 

‘Honey, the green light’s flashing,’ Craig cut in. ‘Mr Dawson 
will be in touch. I’m sure. Good to meet you,’ he said to Charlie, 
and swept her out of the bar like the celebrity he was planning to 
make her. 

For a second after they left, Charlie could hardly speak. ‘Don’t 
worry about her, Charlie,’ Max assured him. ‘She’ll be on the 
phone to you in the morning. ’ 

‘Who’s worrying?’ asked Charlie. ‘This is going to be a hectic 
trip.’ 

‘Charlee . . .’It was a whisper and she was behind him. ‘I just 
realised. I didn’t kiss you goodbye.’ As she put her bps to his 
cheek she said: ‘Come and stay with me tonight.’ 

‘You look pretty tied up to me,’ he answered. 

‘Only for dinner - with Craig and the director. I’ll be home by 
ten. I’ll plead a headache. ’ 

‘I don’t know that - ’ he began, but she cut in: ‘Please, Charlee. 
If you don’t I’ll never speak to you again. Call me anyway. 
Promise me that at least.’ She turned and ran out of the bar - not 
like a star this time, but like a young girl. 

Charlie turned back to Max to find him speaking on the bar 
phone. He replaced the receiver. ‘Romy doesn’t want to join us 
here as she said,’ he told him. ‘She’d like to see us in her suite 
instead.’ 

‘Well,’ declared Max, ‘this is a surprise. 

That was an understatement, no question. Romy was playing 
it cool, appearing totally unruffled in a lacy silk blouse, but the 
anxiety was coming through. ‘Hallo, Charlie darling,’ she’d 
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greeted him warmly. ‘How lovely to see you again. You’ll both 
remember Mr Maitland, of course.’ 

James Maitland, the writer they’d last seen on Sheikh Jassim’s 
yacht, was standing by the window of Romy’s living room - 
keeping his distance from the greetings, but watching, with a 
cigarette held to his lips. Again Charlie found him hard to place 
- too self-effacing, with his blond moustache and rosy complex¬ 
ion, to be a hard-nosed author of exposes. But the way he’d 
stood up to the Prince had shown that he was no light-weight. 

‘I'm not sure I should be talking to him at all without my 
lawyer,’ Romy went on, ‘but you can decide. Max. Let’s all sit 
down. Then Mr Maitland can tell you about his book. He’s been 
making progress, haven’t you, Mr Maitland?’ 

‘It’s almost finished,’ he agreed as he took a seat well away 
from the others. 

‘You must work fast,’ said Charlie. ‘It’s only been a few 
weeks.’ 

‘Much of it was already roughed out by then,’ he explained. 

‘I’ve read his manuscript,’ Romy went on. 

‘A draft,’ corrected Maitland, ‘that can be changed.’ 

‘It’s provocative,’ she said. ‘It claims I was Khalid’s mistress, 
which I’m not exactly keen about. Far more important, it gives a 
vivid version of how Mr Maitland thinks my husband died in 
Nuremberg in 1937'’ 

‘That was an accident in your bedroom, wasn’t it?’ asked Max. 

‘In the Prince’s bedroom,’ corrected Maitland. ‘The Prince 
killed him during a fight.’ 

‘That's absurd,’ declared Max. ‘Publish that and we’ll sue you 
for millions.’ 

‘What about the Prince?’ Charlie asked. ‘You’ve sent him the 
manuscript too, I take it.’ 

‘Of course. His reaction was the same. We’ll defend on grounds 
that it’s justified, as we can show.’ 

‘Are you sure you can afford it?’ asked Max. ‘The cost of libel 
actions can be in the stratosphere. ’ 

‘They can also turn books into huge bestsellers,’ countered 
Maitland. 

‘Money doesn’t seem to be a problem for Mr Maitland,’ Romy 
remarked. ‘He has rich friends. Even so, he’s offering a curious 
deal. He’s agreed to amend the book . . .’ 

‘If we pay, 1 suppose,’ snorted Max. 
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‘I said curious. That wouldn’t be curious. His condition is that 
I end my association with you, Max.’ 

Max’s face, usually so impassive, displayed astonishment, 
touched - Charlie noted - by a hint of fear. This was something 
he couldn’t afford. ‘Does he now?’ Max said. ‘Why should he 
want that?’ 

‘He declines to say,’ Romy replied. 

Max let out a roar: ‘It’s those Gresham bastards!’ 

‘I doubt it,’ said Charlie. ‘Was a similar offer made to the 
Prince?’ 

‘Pretty similar,’ agreed Maitland. 

‘You mean you want him to take his horses away from Duncan 
Stewart?’ Max queried. ‘Why, for God’s sake?’ 

‘My friends are unhappy,’ answered the writer. ‘Mr Dawson 
here is embarrassing them. They want you both to use your 
influence with him.’ 

‘Who the hell are these friends?’ demanded Max. 

‘That, I fear, I can’t disclose,’ said Maitland. 

‘Let me get this straight,’ said Charlie. ‘What you’re saying is 
that if Max and Duncan were to persuade me to stop being, well, 
embarrassing, as you said, then you’d drop this demand?’ 

‘That’s right. ’ 

‘You wouldn’t insist that Miss Lagrange changed her agent?’ 

Maitland nodded. 

‘Or that Prince Khalid changed his trainer?’ 

‘Correct.’ 

‘And you’d cut the scenes in Nuremberg from your book?’ 

‘You understand completely.’ 

‘And what was the answer you got from the Prince?’ 

‘What I expected - that he’d employ what trainer he chose.’ 

‘And what answer do you expect from Miss Lagrange?’ asked 
Charlie. 

‘Oh, the same,’ Maitland answered with a boyish smile. 

‘Well, I’m glad you’re clear about that,’ said Romy firmly. 

‘To start with,’ Maitland added. ‘Then when she reads the 
scenes again - and rereads them and thinks about it - she’ll begin 
to wonder. After all, there are plenty of agents, aren’t there?’ 

‘You’re wrong,’ Romy insisted. ‘My debt to Max is 
enormous.’ 

‘Perhaps,’ conceded Maidand, ‘but I think you’ll come round 
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to my way of thinking. The same, I think will happen with the 
Prince. ’ 

‘You’re wrong about that, too. You saw what happened on 
the yacht. He told you he wouldn’t be blackmailed.’ 

Maitland’s smile was almost girlish. ‘It’s hardly blackmail,’ he 
suggested. ‘Not technically. You want me to change my book. 
I’m considering the request. Of course, if the truth is published 
as I’ve written it, then it could lead to the Prince’s prosecution - 
and to yours, as an accessory after the fact.’ 

Romy seemed to wince. ‘How has all this arisen? Who’s told 
you these lies?’ 

‘Ask yourself who knows. Miss Lagrange.’ This wasn’t hard: 
von Eysebeck was an obvious source. ‘I checked it out, though - 
with Ids help in Germany. The case is strong.’ 

Romy was staring at Maitland with an anger that was both 
pained and confused. She didn’t understand why he was doing 
this to her. But the young man appeared unmoved. She switched 
her gaze to Charlie. ‘Who are these people you’re embarrassing?’ 

‘I don’t know,’ said Charlie. ‘I wish I did.’ 

‘Or how?’ queried Maitland with an amused look on his face. 

‘Oh, 1 know that,’ said Charlie. ‘What I don’t know, Mr 
Maitland, is why you’re mixed up in this. You’re a writer, for 
Christ’s sake. What are you gaining from it? Why should you 
agree to change your book even if 1 complied with the demand?’ 

An enigmatic smile came to Maitland’s face. ‘For me, there are 
other compensations.’ He stood up. ‘Well, I’d better leave you 
now to talk about it. I’ve told you my schedule. Miss Lagrange, 
and you’ve got all my telephone numbers. Good evening, 
gentlemen.’ 

When the door closed behind him. Max said: ‘I’ve got to thank 
you for that, Romy. It was really moving, but you must feel free 
to leave me if you change your mind. It’d be a great blow, but 
I’d understand, you know.’ 

‘Max darling, I wouldn’t think of it,’ she said but, looking at 
her at that moment, Charlie wouldn’t have put money on that. 
In fact, he guessed, she was thinking of it already. 


You have to touch wood all the time, Leah reflected later, to 
placate the Fates. You just never know when your life will be 
transformed. 
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The irony was that that day, as she waited for Hugo at the 
corner table in La Coupole, she’d had a special sense of wellbeing. 
Everything seemed so good. It was the time of the Pret-a-Porter 
or Ready-to-Wear, that was always staged after the big haute 
couture houses had showed their collections. 

Not that Leah, or any other rival designer, would be allowed 
near the *Pr£t’, but Paris was still the hub of world fashion. You 
had to stay in touch with what was new, and the small fashion 
shops, the nightly parties, the rag trade restaurants like La 
Coupole were humming with gossip about the trends. 

Leah’s own collection - a small one planned for London mid¬ 
season - was already designed and being made by the girls back 
home. There was still time, though, for minor changes or even 
one or two new numbers. By and large, however, she was happy 
about it. She knew it was good and she was looking forward to 
the press response to the dozen new skirts she was showing. 
Hugo predicted that the fashion writers would be dismissive but 
would give them good coverage. 

Hugo was late but Leah didn’t mind, for friends kept stopping 
at her table to talk about what was emerging in the show - the 
‘shape’, the colours, the hems, the necklines. She was enjoying 
the excitement of the place - until a journalist named Gwen 
Harding sat down beside her and said: ‘Seen this?’ And there on 
the fashion page of the London Daily Mail was an article 
headlined: ‘Will you be showing your pretties this Xmas?’ about 
a small special collection by Dawn Chambers that included what 
she called ‘microskirts'. There were pictures of girls modelling 
these - among them an action shot, showing that not much 
movement was needed for naked thighs to be revealed. The piece 
was mocking - ‘Just show me the girl who’ll walk down a 
London street in one of these!’ it demanded - but it praised Dawn 
for being brave and suggested flapper fashions of the twenties had 
met the same negative response before they were accepted. 

For a moment, Leah thought she was going to be sick. Her 
heart was thumping. Anger such as she’d never known was 
surging through her. Words like ‘betrayal’ kept coming into her 
mind. She wanted to break something - a plate, a glass. How had 
Dawn done it so fast? Even when Hugo had talked to her so 
stupidly, Leah’s own plans were well advanced. But the result 
was there in front of her - and it would rob her own collection of 
the whole impact she’d hoped for. 
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‘Do you feel like making a comment?’ asked Gwen. ‘You and 
Dawn are friends, aren’t you? Do you think she has a hope of 
getting away with it?’ 

‘Who knows?’ Leah managed to get out. 

‘Do you think we’re ready for fashions inspired by the 
twenties?’ 

‘Possibly.’ 

‘How about your own collection? Would you consider any¬ 
thing so extreme?’ 

Leah forced a smile. Oh God, would this woman please go 
away? ‘You’ll have to wait and see, won’t you?’ she said. 

It ended fairly soon. Gwen Harding moved to another table in 
search of more rewarding material, and Leah was able to leave, 
blurting out an excuse to the head waiter that she’d forgotten an 
appointment. For a few seconds she stood in a state of shock on 
the pavement of the Boulevard du Montparnasse - then began to 
walk without any special purpose except to get away from La 
Coupole. Absorbed as she was, she didn’t notice a man in dark 
sun-glasses get up from an outside table and follow her along the 
street. ‘Miss Grant,’ he said as he caught up with her, ‘may I 
please have a quick word with you?’ 

She looked at the stranger in alarm - at the glasses, the blue 
shirt, the felt hat. His accent was strange - Bordelais, she 
suspected, from the south-west coast. ‘You don’t know me,’ he 
went on, ‘and I’m not the press, but I do have to say something 
to you. You’re a friend, I think, of Charles Dawson. In the war 
together, weren’t you? In that famous little group in the Vercors. 
Radio operator, I believe. ’ 

‘Yes,’ she said cautiously. ‘That’s right.’ 

‘You’ve got to stop him, you know. As a friend, I mean. I hear 
you’re all close still, see a lot of each other.’ 

She didn’t understand. ‘Stop him doing what?’ she asked. 

‘All these enquiries. Talking to people, asking questions. It's 
starting to upset my associates. So you must get him to give it a 

‘I don’t know what you’re talking about,' said Leah. 

‘I think you do, Miss Grant.’ 

‘Then you’ve been misinformed. And even if I did, I don’t 
have that kind of influence with him. He does what he wants.’ 

‘I think you underestimate his respect for you. And you’ve got 
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a right to be heard in this matter, haven’t you? After all, Elisabeth 
Ferrier was your friend too, wasn’t she?’ 

*Oh, it’s about Elisabeth, is it?’ 

He shook his head in disbelief. ‘Now come. Miss Grant, you 
knew that. ’ 

‘She’s been dead a long time.' 

He nodded. ‘Exactly. And it’s how she should stay - as I urge 
you to impress on Mr Dawson very strongly.’ 

‘I don’t think you understand. He won’t listen to me.’ 

‘It’s you who don’t understand. Miss Grant. It’s crucial that 
you should persuade him - crucial to your interests, to your 
business. Do I have to say more?’ 

The fear cut through the numbness. This couldn’t be happen¬ 
ing, not on top of what Dawn had done. She shook her head to 
clear it. ‘I’m sorry. I’ve just had a bad shock and I’m not sure I 
believe this. What can you do?’ 

‘I can put you out of business.’ 

‘But how?’ 

‘Persuade Charles Dawson - or you’ll find out, won’t you? 
Good day, madame.’ He crossed the boulevard to a little red 
Peugeot that was waiting at the curb - and, as she watched, the 
car disappeared swiftly in the traffic. 


The old song was haunting, rising above the noise of the party. 
The trumpet blared. The black singer was good as he belted out 
the lyric of‘Mack the Knife’ - Kurt Weill’s famous adaptation of 
Macheath, the highwayman from The Beggar’s Opera by John 
Gay. With its laughing menace set to that precise and heavy beat, 
it added a tension to the occasion, like background music in a 
film - all those people tanned from Mediterranean vacations, 
elegant women, powerful men, pretty girls. A wow came from 
the horn, rising high in the register. 

Charlie wasn’t in a party mood. It was only a few hours since 
Leah’s hysterical call which, following so soon on the Maitland 
threat and a talk to Duncan, had made him deeply anxious. The 
technique was clever - putting pressure on the others rather than 
on himself, the old tactic of divide and rule. And it was tantalising 
because he was clearly too close. But to whom? Duclos? Someone 
else? And how? And, always, why? 

Sonya, however, had urged him to come to the reception with 
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her since she was duty-bound to attend and the annual France 
Aujord'hui event was always staged with style. ‘It’s a good idea 
for you to be in view just now, for he’ll almost certainly be 
there.’ 

‘He?’ Charlie had asked. ‘Who’s he?’ 

‘Whoever’s behind all this.’ 

And as Charlie stood there, alone for a moment, surveying the 
crowd, he thought of what she’d said and wondered if the man 
was there, if maybe at that very moment he was watching him. 
Dudos saw him then and gave a sardonic but friendly smile, a 
light wave. The words of the singer seemed to be coming over 
louder, as the band got into the number. In his Threepenny Opera, 
Kurt Weill had turned Gay’s womanising highwayman into a 
crook with style and a lethal jacknife, and set a story to Brecht’s 
dramatic music against the decadent hopelessness of Berlin in the 
twenties. To Charlie that day, it seemed acutely pertinent - 
almost Elisabeth’s time in Elisabeth’s place. And what would she 
have thought of it all? The old question. She’d have laughed, he 
guessed. 

Charlie could see Elisabeth’s daughter on the far side of that 
crowded room. He had known she’d be there. Max and Craig 
wanted her to be seen around to promote her career; and she was 
the kind of pretty young girl Dudos liked to dress his life with, 
in amongst the politicians, corporate VIPs and established stars. 

Nikki was aware he was watching her, despite all the guests 
between them, the smoke, the passing waiters. She knew pre¬ 
cisely the effect on him as she touched Craig, put her arm in his, 
responded with that eager little laugh to his banalities. 

Craig was the new element in their strange relationship, with 
its ever-changing hues. ‘1 just can’t help it, Charlee,’ she had said 
with the frankness he found engaging. ‘I love to see that look on 
your face as I do it. What do you expect? I’m a minx, aren’t I?’ 
They’d been lying in bed as they talked that first night after 
meeting in the Ritz Bar. ‘But I’m yours whenever you want. 
You know that. You’re Number One and always will be. And 
it’s good, isn’t it? Or are you complaining?’ 

‘Have you slept with him?’ 

‘Not yet. Oh, Charlee, don’t look like that - please.’ 

It was the ‘yet’, of course. He had guessed why she’d asked 
him to come to her that night. She needed to be sure her hold on 
him was still secure. ‘You do think some funny things, Charlee,’ 
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she said. ‘Even if it’s true, it’s not so bad, is it? It’s been horrid 
without you. You’ve been with your wife. You could have 
changed. Anyway, you make it sound like scheming. You didn’t 
really think that, did you?’ 

‘Maybe not,’ he said. 

‘Wasn’t I as passionate as I’ve ever been?’ 

‘Marvellous,’ he answered. 

‘Well then,’ she rebuked. After a pause, she asked: ‘Would you 
mind terribly if it happened with Craig?’ 

‘Mind?’ he asked casually. ‘Why in the world should I mind? 
I’d just want to kill him that’s all - slowly, with my bare hands.’ 

She giggled. ‘Oh, I do love to hear you say that, Charlee. I’ll 
try not to - really 1 will.’ 

‘Will it be very hard?’ 

She gave a sigh. ‘It’ll never end, Charlee. Not between you 
and me.’ It was a kind of answer - and all he could expect. 

Max wandered up to him as he watched her with Craig. ‘He’s 
a nice guy, you know,’ he said. ‘And good for her. You should 
see them working together, how he brings her out. She’s a 
different bambino.’ 

‘Must be great,’ said Charlie. 

‘Now, Charlie, don’t be like that. You’ve got no plans for her 
- she’s just a piece of ass, isn’t she?’ 

‘No,’ said Charlie. ‘That she’s not, by Christ.’ 

‘OK, so you were obsessed with her mother and you’re 
obsessed with the kid. But she’s got to think of her future. 
Craig’s taken with her. If she plays her cards right, he could 
marry her. She’s the same type as his last two wives. ’ 

Rene Levallier was standing suddenly in front of Charlie - in a 
suit that could have been sculptured for him. ‘Well, if it isn’t 
Monsieur Dawson. You didn’t take my advice then. You’re still 
here in Paris.’ 

‘I’ve been back home. Didn’t Costa tell you?’ 

‘Well, that was a fleeting visit, wasn’t it? What have you found 
out about Elisabeth?' 

‘Quite a lot.’ 

‘There’s much to find, of course. ’ The perfect smile. Again the 
wow of the trumpet. ‘Remember, if there’s anything I can do to 
help,’ Levallier said. ‘There could be ways that are open to me 

For a second Charlie didn't understand. ‘Records, for example,’ 
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Levallier added, ‘that may be still be classified as secret. Officials 
who'd be frank ifl asked them. Things like that.’ 

‘Of course,’ Charlie said. ‘Your new appointment. Forgive 
me, 1 should have congratulated you.’ 

Levallier shrugged as though it had never been in doubt. ‘We 
were fond of Elisabeth. ’ 

‘I heard that Wolf caused problems between you,’ Charlie 
ventured. ‘With Madame Levallier in particular.’ 

A worldly smile, well controlled. ‘You knew Elisabeth. A dear 
girl. She loved to challenge the established order. But you have 
to choose your timing. Her death was so tragic - and perplexing.’ 

‘Perplexing?’ echoed Charlie. 

‘No one else died during the raid, did they? We must meet 
again soon. Another lunch perhaps. Lucille enjoyed the last one.’ 

He moved on with a gesture of one hand, the white cuff 
revealing a large monogrammed cufflink in jade. 

Max returned to Charlie’s side. ‘Thought any more about what 
Maitland said?’ he enquired. 

‘Yeah.’ 

‘And about what happened to Leah?’ Charlie nodded. ‘Come 
up with any answers?’ 

Charlie glanced at him. ‘Not yet. Max but I’m getting very 
close.’ 

‘And what do I do if Romy gives way - you know, says 
“Goodbye, Max"?’ 

‘She said she wouldn’t think of it, didn’t she?’ Max just looked 
at him, the bags heavy under his eyes, and he shook his head 
sceptically. ‘Great number this, isn’t it?’ said Charlie as the singer 
returned to the sinister theme verse about Macheath and the 
jacknife he used with such gloved skill. The trumpeter took it in 
sweeps to a trembling high C, and the drummer ended it with a 
pounding flourish that provoked involuntary applause. 

‘Why, Charlie, I was just going to call you,’ said Marie from 
behind him; and he turned to see her there with her big proprie¬ 
torial smile, all white teeth - in a black dress, a diamond brooch, 
a string of pearls - and, with Marie, you could be sure they were 
real. 

Tve spoken to Wolf,’ she went on. 

A spasm of excitement that surprised him. ‘What did he say?’ 
he asked. 

‘He’s agreed to meet you. La Vie Nouvelle tomorrow night at 
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ten. That’s a club in the Boulevard Raspail. He wants you to take 
Nikki with you, but neither of you must tell a soul. Is that clear, 
Charlie? No one. Can you rely on the girl?’ 

‘Oh yes - in a case like this. What do I do? Ask for him?’ 

‘No. He’ll contact you.’ 

‘How will he know me?’ 

‘He’ll know you, Charlie,' she said. ‘Will it end all the mystery 
- meeting him, I mean?’ 

‘I don’t know,’ he said, watching her carefully. ‘It must help, 
though.’ 

Marie’s gaze was searching. ‘When are you going to tell me, 
Charlie? I might have the key to the riddle. Always my ear’s 
close to the ground, you know. It concerns Elisabeth’s death, 
doesn’t it?’ 

‘So you know that much.' 

‘But she died in action, didn’t she?’ 

‘The point’s not how she died, but why she died. Got any 
ideas?’ 

She shook her head. ‘I don’t know. What I do know is that the 
going’s getting hotter. You heard what happened to poor Leah at 
La Coupole?’ 

‘Yeah,’ he said. ‘It shook her. Shook me too.’ 

She smiled sadly. ‘“Et ces voix d’enfants chantant dans la 
Coupole.” You don’t recognise that, Charlie?’ 

He shook his head. ‘Should I?’ 

‘It’s from a famous poem by a famous poet. One I thought 
you’d know.’ 

‘Why did you think that?’ he asked. 

‘Because it’s Verlaine, Charlie. Because it’s Verlaine.’ 


‘I must be getting old, Duncan,’ said the Prince. ‘Horses are 
starting to have more appeal for me than women. Just look at 
those two coming now. Have you ever seen anything more 
beautiful?’ 

Both men were mounted and the string were working the 
Limekilns gallops where the Bury Road meets the Icknield Way. 
The two boys were with them on ponies. Others were watching, 
too - a couple of men with binoculars by a car in the road, a man 
riding a hack at a walk on a line parallel to the gallop. 

They could be tipsters for the press, spies for the bookmakers 
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or the big punters. The lands known as Newmarket Heath were 
owned by the Jockey Club but they were all very open. Usually 
the trainers knew the watchers, but not always. 

The lads were working a straight mile and a quarter - just a 
couple of horses at a time, on the bridle but very close - and it 
was a while before these two horses were near enough to make 
out clearly, coming as they were out of the sun. ‘That’s Kestrel 
on the right, isn’t it?’ said the Prince. 

‘That’s him,’ confirmed Duncan. ‘Moving well.’ 

The two horses passed them, with Kestrel moving easily, 
about three lengths ahead. ‘Looks better every time I see him,’ 
said the Prince. ‘You’re doing so well with him, Duncan. I’m 
glad I told that hack writer what he could do with his book.’ 

‘I appreciated that enormously, Prince,’ Duncan told him. ‘I 
can think of a lot of owners who’d have taken no chances, I can 
tell you. ’ 

‘I've met his sort before,’ Khalid said. ‘You can’t give in to 
them. What’s the immediate plan for Kestrel?’ 

‘Just one more race this season, I think,’ Duncan answered. 
‘Doncaster probably. If he takes that, it’ll have given us three 
good wins and make him a clear contender for Epsom next year 
in the ante-post market.’ 

Ken rode up to him. ‘Sorry to interrupt. Father, but there’s a 
man who wants to speak to you.’ Duncan glanced at him in 
irritation. ‘I told him you were with an important owner,’ the 
boy added quickly, ‘but he insisted. Wouldn’t take a second, he 
said.’ 

Duncan looked at the stranger. He’d seen him before that 
morning - the man who’d been walking his horse beside the 
gallop. 'Don’t mind me,’ said the Prince. ‘Go and see what he 
wants.’ 

Duncan rode over to him. He was wearing a check cloth cap 
and was about forty, with a complexion weathered red. ‘That 
Kestrel looks exceptional,’ he said. 

‘Good of you to say so,' said Duncan, ‘but I’m with - ’ 

‘Could go a mile and a half without any trouble, couldn’t he? 
That’s providing his legs hold up.’ 

‘What do you mean?’ Duncan asked. 

‘Fragile animals, these thoroughbreds. Pity if anything hap¬ 
pened to him. Of course, you’re a friend of Charles Dawson, 
aren’t you?’ 
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‘What of it?’ asked Duncan, though fear was already tensing 
his stomach. 

‘Together in the war, weren’t you? A kind of bond between 
you still, they say. Why not tell him to stop being silly?' 

‘I don’t know what you’re talking about.’ 

‘Thought you’d say that, but you do know, don’t you? Just tell 
Dawson, will you? That’s a lovely colt . . .’ He gestured at 
Kestrel, who was being walked towards them alongside the horse 
he’d been working with. ‘I’d like to see him do well, meet his 
potential. So would you, wouldn’t you?’ 

Abruptly he turned his horse and cantered away. ‘Hey, come 
back!’ Duncan shouted after him. ‘I haven’t finished with you 
yet! Follow him, boys,’ he ordered, then thought better of it. 
‘No, don’t! Come back, Ken. ’ His youngest son was already off 
in pursuit. He obeyed his father’s order, but slowly so that he 
could see where the man had stopped ‘There’s a box waiting for 
him. Father,’ he said as he trotted back to him. ‘About a mile up 
the Bury Road.’ 


6 

‘Don’t turn round . . . ’ The words came from behind him and he 
froze. ‘Stay as you are just for a moment. . .’ The voice, coloured 
by a slight accent, was familiar, but Charlie couldn’t place it. He 
did as he was ordered though, standing in the middle of the 
room. ‘Now take off your jacket.’ 

‘Is all this really necessary?’ 

‘Please . . .’ Where had he heard that voice before? ‘Just do 
what I ask.’ And Charlie did, holding the coat out, not knowing 
what to do with it. 

The evening had been bizarre from the start. They had been 
expected at the club. There was a table reserved in the cocktail 
lounge, but Thierry gave no sign that he knew the reason they 
were there. He welcomed them in his usual friendly way, kissed 
Nikki warmly, shook Charlie’s hand and gracefully conducted 
them to their seats, where he took their order for drinks. It was 
as though they were ordinary members enjoying an evening out. 
The girls were friendly, waving to Nikki as they passed, but kept 
their distance. 

Nikki had found this disturbing. She had been wildly excited 
at the prospect of meeting Wolf. ‘What do you think he’ll be like. 
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Charlee?’ she’d asked. ‘What do I call him? Papa? Do I embrace 
him? I mean he does know who I am doesn’t he?’ 

‘Don’t worry about it,’ Charlie told her. ‘He’ll handle all that.’ 

Then Thierry came over and said that Jean-Paul had asked to 
see him. ‘And me?’ she asked eagerly. 

‘Just Monsieur Charlee for the moment,’ Thierry said. ‘Why 
don’t you go and talk to V£ronique at the bar?’ 

He conducted Charlie to an office on the lower floor and 
opened the door. The room was empty. ‘Jean-Paul won’t keep 
you a moment,’ Thierry said and closed the door behind him. 
Charlie looked around him. There was a modem desk and, 
behind it, a big high-backed leather chair; also a large sofa, a 
cocktail cabinet, pictures on the walls of girls - scantily dothed, 
one or two nude. A second door, with opaque glass, was in the 
far wall, leading perhaps to a bedroom. It was from this entrance, 
at a moment when his back was towards it, that the stranger had 
emerged - with his quiet, chilling orders. 

‘Glad you’re not carrying the gun,’ he said. ‘You can turn 
round now and put your coat back on if you want.’ 

Charlie knew who it was then. Otto, whom he’d met in New 
York, was sitting in the leather chair behind the desk. ‘So we 
meet again,’ he said with a smile. ‘Have a scat please. I’m told it’s 
become more urgent that you meet Wolf.’ 

Charlie pulled up a wooden chair. ‘Marie said he’d be here 
tonight.’ 

Otto leaned forward, his elbows on the desk, fingers clasped. 
‘He is,’ he said. ‘You're speaking to him. In New York, 1 fear, I 
misled you, pretended to be my friend. I’ve learned to be careful.’ 

‘You’ve convinced me,’ said Charlie. 

‘You mean your gun? I’m nervous about guns.’ The blue eyes 
were smiling. ‘I like you, Charlie, but it’s too soon to trust you. 
Now, what about those papers you spoke of last time? Did you 
say there was a diary?’ 

‘I was pretending too,’ Charlie answered. ‘As an incentive. 
There is a diary, but I understand it well enough. I needed to see 
you for a better reason. What do you know of Elisabeth’s death?’ 

‘What you told me. It was hard to believe when I first heard. 
Elisabeth always seemed so indestructible. That’s what she 
thought too, wasn’t it?’ 

‘Maybe she was indestructible, in fair play, but the cards were 
marked.’ 
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Suddenly Wolf was alert, his eyes unblinking as he studied 
Charlie - a hint of the tank commander. ‘What do you mean?’ he 
asked. 

‘She didn’t die in action. We were ordered to kill her.’ 

The grey eyes widened as he stared at Charlie. The colour 
heightened in his face, making the scar seem even whiter. But he 
said nothing. He got up and began to pace the room slowly, the 
limp more marked than it had seemed in New York. ‘The games 
are over, Charlie,’ he said at last. ‘You’re not going to play with 
me like you’ve played with Marie. ’ 

‘I had to. How could I trust her?’ 

‘How can you trust me?’ 

‘I know what Elisabeth meant to you.’ 

‘Do you?’ he asked. 

‘I’ve an idea,’ Charlie said, reluctant now to repeat he’d read 
Woir s letters. 

Wolf was standing facing him, his head framed quaintly by the 
scissored legs of a nude on the wall behind him. There was 
nothing about him to suggest that he’d written to Elisabeth with 
such passion, that he’d even loved her. There was alarm in him, 
caution. ‘What do you want of me?’ he asked curtly. 

Charlie was surprised by his response. He had expected an 
immediate offer to help, the barriers down between them. ‘I 
thought you’d care,’ he suggested. 

‘I care,’ Wolf said. ‘But I’ve cared too much. Got numb, I 
guess.’ 

‘Was she an enemy agent?’ Charlie asked. 

‘Elisabeth? Of course not.’ 

‘Then why was London convinced she was?’ 

‘How should I know? In war people often get things wrong.’ 

‘I’ll tell you why. Proof of contact with the enemy was passed 
to them from Paris. Whoever sent it wanted her executed. I’m 
looking for him. Will you help me?’ 

Wolf moved to the chair he’d been sitting on, leaned on the 
arms from behind it, his eyes searching Charlie’s face. ‘How far 
have you got?’ he asked. 

‘I’m quite dose,’ Charlie answered. ‘A man was murdered in 
New York only minutes before he could tell me. Three of the 
others who were with us in the Vercors are under pressure to 
make me give up . . .’He broke off. 

‘But you still don’t know who?’ 
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Charlie shook his head. ‘I found a telegram on the body of the 
dead man. Signed Verlaine. A few words that looked like code.’ 
He paused but Wolf offered nothing, just went on gazing at him. 
‘I hoped you might have a notion. Who’d stand to benefit from 
her death?’ 

There was a movement of his shoulders - the start of a shrug. 
‘Who indeed?’ He started to pace the room again - this muscular 
man, standing six feet two, with his beard and strong features. ‘I 
had no idea she was murdered,’ he said. ‘That’s been a shock. 
You’re right in thinking she meant a great deal to me - way back, 
though, when I was a different man. ’ Just for a moment his face 
was sad. ‘She wouldn’t approve of me now. It went on between 
us a long time, survived many tests. You’ve learned something 
of it, I expect.’ 

‘I know that the High Command never quite knew how to 
handle it,’ said Charlie. 

Wolf laughed. ‘It was tantalising for them - a woman of such 
influence that if she’d only share their great, noble Aryan vision 
she’d be invaluable. They couldn’t understand why I couldn’t 
convince her; they thought she didn’t love me. Yet our affair 
went on. We took great risks - both of us. Himmler himself told 
me they’d thought of taking her in . . .’ 

‘A foreign national? A journalist of her stature?’ 

Wolf looked pained. ‘What could anyone do? We thought 
France might act when we took back the Rhineland - but the 
troops just stood there, didn’t they? Even Elisabeth couldn’t cause 
a war.’ 

He sat on a corner of the desk, hands deep in his jacket pockets, 
his eyes amused. ‘When she joined the Resistance, she became a 
target again - almost as tantalising. By that time 1 was prominent 
in the Army. The SS couldn’t mess with me too much, though 
at one stage they threatened to take Nikki. 1 said that if they did 
I’d go to the Fuhrer. The Fuhrer had always liked Elisabeth. I 
warned Elisabeth, told her to get a message to me at once if 
anything happened. She did hear something, but it was a false 
alarm, some other child.’ 

‘She could get messages to you?’ Charlie asked. 

‘She could get messages to me. ’ He met Charlie’s eyes in mild 
challenge. ‘Oddly,’ he went on, ‘it was my brother generals who 
persuaded me to arrange a meeting. We’d met once since the 
Occupation - to talk of Nikki. That was the excuse. We were 



both traitors. A strange sensation - to make love as enemies.’ He 
saw Charlie’s response. ‘Sorry,’ he said, ‘that was insensitive. 
The generals wanted peace - not Armageddon. Germany could 
hardly win. Elisabeth seemed a good way to offer it.’ 

‘You mean you met her to pass a peace offer to the Allies?’ 

He nodded. ‘She was ideal. She had prestige. She knew 
everyone. She could get to Churchill himself if need be.’ 

‘When was this?’ 

‘February ’44, I think. Maybe early March. She was on a visit 
to Paris.’ 

Charlie remembered that day in Paris. Elisabeth had been very 
late back to the safe house, arriving long after dinner - and been 
unusually withdrawn. At Erst she hadn’t wanted to make love 
and, when they did, there was a desperation. She had even cried, 
which she had never done before. 

‘Did you sleep with her?’ Charlie asked. 

Wolf shrugged. ‘We lay together - for old times’ sake. But 
what had once been there had gone. Mainly we talked about the 
peace offer, but she couldn’t see how she could pass it on without 
admitting she’d met me. 

‘1 remember saying to her idly that I was going to be near 
Annecy in three weeks’ time and wondered if there was any way 
I could see Nikki. I’d be with Rommel, who was attending a 
meeting in Chamonix. Then I realised what I’d revealed - to a 
member of the Resistance! I saw the look in her eyes. “There,” I 
said, “I’ve given you a great chance - to get our most famous 
general. What a coup that'd be for you, wouldn’t it?" 

‘“Yes,” she agreed. 

‘“Your local reseau could find out where and when the meeting 
will be. Of course, it’d be traced back to me. The generals know 
we’re meeting.” 

‘ “What would they do?” 

‘“Execution.” 

‘ “Their best tank general?” 

‘ “There are others. It’s not ’34 now. Most of the tank regiments 
are being taken over by the SS - true zealots, loyal to the Fuhrer. 
So my life’s in your hands,” I said. “What so different? You’ve 
always had my heart.” 

‘She raised herself on her elbow. “The conflicts of war,” she 
said. She kissed me then, on the lips, but lightly. “Don’t worry, 
darling,” she said, “I could never do it. We’ll win the war without 
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it. After all, you and your generals think so, too, don’t you? 
That’s why you’re offering peace.” 

‘She got up then and I stayed in bed and watched her dress. 
She combed out her hair and put on her beret. She could see me 
in the mirror. She gave a little shake of her head as though she 
didn’t understand how we found ourselves in that position - and 
blew me a kiss as she left the room. 

‘1 thought it was the last time I’d see her, but we did meet 
again a couple of days later in a hotel, just for an hour or two to 
settle something about Nikki. But we didn’t lie together. We 
knew that part of our life was over. It was just business.’ 

For a moment, the two men were silent. ‘It’s a sad story,’ said 
Charlie. ‘In a way.’ 

Wolf sat down at the desk. ‘Let’s get back to the issue. If you’re 
so close, Charlie, you’ll have got a theory - suspicions at least?’ 

‘Hardly enough for murder. Von Eysebeck’s been involved on 
the fringes.’ 

A contemptuous laugh. ‘Not murder.’ 

‘You’ve known Marie for a long time?’ 

‘Since 1933-’ 

‘You’d trust her then?’ 

Wolf hesitated. ‘I don’t trust anyone - not entirely.’ 

‘You work with her, though?’ 

Wolf stroked his beard, amusement in his eyes. ‘Sometimes 
our interests coincide.’ 

‘Elisabeth had learned about her operation in Switzerland. 
Could she have become a danger to her? That was just before the 
invasion. The Allies wouldn’t have liked what Marie was doing. ’ 

‘Could she have organised it from America?’ 

‘She was in touch with Zurich through Portugal. From Zurich 
contact with Paris would have been easy. She knew all about you 
and Elisabeth - and you were crucial to the evidence.’ 

‘You mean I was used?’ 

‘We were both used,’ said Charlie. Wolf threw him a question¬ 
ing look. ‘When the order came, we had a ballot,’ Charlie added. 
‘I was the unlucky one. There was no choice. I shot her.’ 

Wolf winced. ‘My God,’ he said. ‘My God, that must have 
been the hardest thing you ever had to do. ’ 

‘It’s made me very angry, determined. That’s all. ’ 

Wolf shook his head slightly. ‘It’s made me angry too, Charlie,’ 
he said softly. 
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‘I thought you didn’t care any more.’ 

Tve just started caring. I’ll make enquiries. We’ll work 
together. We’ll be partners.’ He stood up with a sudden move¬ 
ment and thrust out his hand and Charlie grasped it. ‘If you want 
to contact me, call this number in Dusseldorf,’ he said, writing a 
number on a piece of paper. ‘Say you’re ... say you’re Mr 
Churchill.’ He grinned at the notion. ‘Now I’d like to meet my 
daughter. How much of this does she know?’ 

‘She thinks her mother died a heroine’s death,’ Charlie 
answered and told him what she knew. 

‘Is she in love with you, as Marie says?’ 

‘It was inevitable, I suppose.’ 

‘And you’re married. Well, I’m in no position to criticise, 
am I?’ 

‘If I was Nikki’s father I wouldn’t encourage it, but it’s 
complex. Elisabeth’s an integral part of it.’ 

‘She’s still with us, isn’t she?’ said Wolf. ‘Ironic - a bond 
between you and me.’ He picked up the phone from the desk. 
‘I’d like to see Nikki now,’ he said. ‘Will you send her down?’ 

Her knock was light and she stood there, looking at her father. 
An odd sound came from him, as though his throat were 
constricted. His eyes dampened. ‘My God,’ he said, ‘it’s uncanny. 
You could be her.’ He moved from the desk and held out his 
arms and, with a little cry, she ran into them. 

It was an intimate scene and Charlie had no part in it. So he 
left them, closing the door behind him, and went upstairs to the 
bar. 


Leah rose early. She could never sleep late before a collection - 
even a small mid-season one like this. Hugo hadn’t stirred as she 
got out of bed. She took her clothes and dressed in the spare 
room, made a cup of coffee and left home for the five-minute 
walk to the shop. 

It was not long after dawn on a cloudy day, and there wasn’t 
much traffic yet - or many people about. There was a parked 
milk van ahead of her - a man and a boy, working the doorsteps 
on each side of the street, with bottles in metal carriers. It made 
her think of her childhood when she had always awoken to 
sounds of the milk deliveries. They’d used horses then to pull the 
vans, trained to keep up with the milkmen as they moved along 
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the road. The man grinned at her, wished her a cheery good 
morning. 

She turned into the King’s Road and thought again about the 
stranger in the Boulevard du Montparnasse. In fact, he was 
always there in the back of her mind like a dark shadow, a voice 
with a Bordelais accent, coming back to her repeatedly as a catchy 
tune comes back. She had done as he told her - pleaded with 
Charlie to stop his searching, or at least to reduce it, take a 
breather, go back to the States. Hugo had talked to him, too. 
Charlie had told them both that he was sorry he couldn’t, but 
thought it would all be resolved soon. Hugo, being Hugo, had 
grown abusive. ‘If anything happens to Leah, I’ll never forgive 
you, Charlie,’ he said. 

‘Easy now,’ Charlie answered. ‘Nothing’s going to happen to 
Leah. That’s not what the man said.’ 

‘Or the business,’ declared Hugo. 

‘Or the business. What can they do? Set fire to the shop? 
You’re insured, aren’t you? So what’d be the point?’ 

‘I mean it, Charlie. If anything happens. I’m going to beat you 
so blue that even your Nikki won’t recognise you.’ 

‘Now, Hugo, that sort of talk doesn’t help.’ 

Of course, Hugo had this instinctive response to anything 
linked to Elisabeth. The mere mention of her name was enough 
to infuriate him - even more so, strangely, since he’d told Leah 
about the way Elisabeth had got him and his father out of 
Germany. Also, she knew Hugo felt badly about the Dawn 
business. Not that he ever said so: he wasn’t that kind of man. 

She had spoken to Dawn about the way she’d sprung her 
sudden collection, or rather Dawn had spoken to her. Leah hadn’t 
complained, but she’d been cool. ‘You sound a bit put out, 
sweetie,’ Dawn said. ‘But I told you what I was doing, didn’t I? 
Well, perhaps not in so many words, but I gave you the message 
like a good friend.’ 

‘I’m glad Hugo was such a help to you,’ Leah countered and 
immediately wished she hadn’t. 

‘Now, sweetie,’ Dawn cooed, ‘that’s really a little ungenerous. 
Just a touch of the little green god, eh?’ 

Hugo had made the best of it, insisting she shouldn't cancel the 
show which had been her first thought. After all, the new skirts 
wouldn’t be the biggest sellers: they were just something for the 
press, weren’t they? Her collection was terrific - girls would be 
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falling over themselves to wear her designs. But she ought to 
keep the short numbers in - just to emphasise the trend. His 
enthusiasm had convinced her, and by that morning she was 
excited, as she always was before a show. 

She arrived at the shop and took a careful look at the display in 
the window. She always enjoyed that, though they’d be changing 
it later, dressing it with one or two of the numbers from the 
collection. She unlocked the glass front door, relocked it behind 
her, walked through the showroom and down the stairs to the 
workroom that adjoined her office. 

The door of this was open, which was odd, for normally she 
kept it closed, and as she went in she had a feeling that something 
wasn’t quite right about the workroom. Then, from the door¬ 
way, she saw the open window, unlatched, with the glass broken. 

She turned back into the workroom and realised what was 
missing. The clothes for the model girls to wear in the show 
should have been hanging on rails, beneath dustcovers - 
positioned at the side of the staircase outside the line of vision of 
anyone descending. But now Leah could see that there was 
nothing on the rails. The dustcovers lay in a crumpled heap on 
the floor. The clothes had gone - only hours before they were 
due to be displayed on the catwalk. 

It took a few seconds for her to take in the reality of what had 
happened, then she grabbed the phone to call Hugo. Oddly, her 
first thought was that Dawn was involved somehow. 

‘What do you mean, darling?’ Hugo said. ‘Dawn’s not a 
burglar.’ 

‘She stole my idea, didn’t she?’ 

‘Now come on, darling. She was thinking along the same lines 
as you. OK, she rushed her show to get in first, but now you’re 
talking about a break-in. It must be that man in Paris.’ 

‘Oh my God,’ Leah cried, ‘what are we going to do?’ 

‘You’re going to make a cup of coffee, sit down quietly in your 
office, and wait for me. I’ll be there just as soon as I’ve phoned 
the police.’ 

Leah had two calk that day - in the chaos of phoning everyone 
who'd been invited to the show. One was from Dawn, who said: 
‘I’ve just heard the news, sweetie. I’m devastated. It’s unbeliev¬ 
able. Who’d do a thing like that?’ 

‘We’ve got an idea,’ said Leah. 
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That sounds sinister, sweetie. In fact, it makes me think. I had 
a reporter on the phone about a week ago. At least, he said he 
was a reporter - from the Standard. He was talking about the 
collection - my collection, I mean. Then he mentioned you. 
Well, they often put us together, don’t they? And he asked if you 
had a collection imminent too - or whether you’d be waiting for 
the London showings in October. Well, I said you had an early 
one - I even told him the date. Sweetie, I hope I didn’t do the 
wrong thing. It was only after the call that it struck me as odd. I 
mean, anyone who worked for the Standard would have known, 
wouldn’t he, or could have found out from the Fashion Desk?’ 

The other call was brief. She recognised the Bordelais accent at 
once. ‘Well I warned you, didn’t I, Miss Grant?’ 

‘Why?’ she screamed. ‘Why have you done this terrible thing 
to me? I did what you asked. I spoke to Mr Dawson. My husband 
even threatened him. But we couldn’t persuade him.’ 

‘Then you must try harder, mustn’t you?’ said the caller and 
hung up. 


8 

Duncan hadn’t taken lightly the threat on the Limekilns. He had 
called in a security firm to set up a twenty-four-hour patrol of 
the yard and alerted the police. The boxes on both sides of 
Kestrel’s, which had been fitted with heavy padlocks, had been 
scrubbed out and fitted with special alarm bells. The horse’s lad 
slept on one side, and Ken and Rob were taking it in turns to 
spend the nights in the other. No new staff were taken on. When 
Kestrel went out with the string, outriders on hacks rode each 
side of him on the way to the training grounds and kept strangers 
away while he was waiting to work. 

For a few days all the precautions seemed unnecessary. No one 
came near the yard. Nothing unusual happened at the gallops. 
The security patrols had nothing to report. 

When he heard about Leah’s burglary, Duncan called in a 
director of the security firm and the Newmarket police chief to 
make sure no aspect of security had been overlooked. They were 
both confident. There had, after all, been no protection at all to 
Leah’s premises. A child could have got in, the police chief 
asserted. 

Then, after a week. Kestrel was pulled up during the morning’s 
work, slightly lame in his off foreleg. No one thought anything 
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of it. Every week horses would strain a tendon or a hamstring, 
hurt a heel. The legs of thoroughbreds were almost absurdly 
fragile for the speed and weight they had to bear. Bob Williams, 
Duncan’s favourite vet, was called in to examine Kestrel - a 
matter of routine for a horse of that value. He would return 
tomorrow, he said. 

Duncan had insisted from the start that his two sons should 
play a prominent part in Kestrel’s protection. He kept them out 
of school and gave them daytime duty rotas. It was good 
experience, Duncan reckoned, and they mixed easily with the 
lads. 

He trusted his lads, but it was always possible that one might 
be attracted by a large bribe, and they were the obvious way to 
get at a horse - especially through his feed. Eighty horses had to 
be fed three times a day and, although Kestrel was treated as a 
special case under tight supervision, there was quite a melee. 

The day after the vet’s first call, Rob had been on duty all 
morning and Ken was due to take over the afternoon shift at 
12.30 - but at fifteen he’d just fallen for the first girl ever to take 
his fancy. She was free for an hour until 1.30 and Ken begged his 
brother to stay on for the extra hour - promising he’d repay the 
favour. Rob, easy-going as always, had agreed. 

At one o’clock, when the lads were at dinner, the vet had 
returned for a routine call, as he’d said he would, though he 
hadn’t actually arranged a time - and it wasn’t Mr Williams 
himself. It was a man of about thirty-five named Fraser who said 
that Mr Williams wasn’t feeling too well that day. Rob had never 
seen him before, but there were several vets in the practice, so it 
didn’t strike him as strange. 

He cleared Fraser’s access to the yard with the security guard 
and went with him to Kestrel’s box. The vet felt the swelling. 
‘Doesn’t seem too bad,’ he said, ‘but Mr Williams wants him to 
have a shot - a relaxant for the muscles.’ He prepared the 
injection, gave the hypodermic a little squirt to clear any air 
bubbles, and pierced the horse's skin with the needle. He was in 
no great hurry as they left the box, asking about his next race and 
hazarding a guess that he’d be back at work by the end of the 
week. 

Half an hour later, just after Ken had taken over from his 
brother, he visited Kestrel’s box. He was appalled to find the colt 
lying sprawled on the straw, half on his side, one forefoot thrust 
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forward, totally still. Desperately the boy unbolted the door, 
rushed into the box and bent down to examine the horse more 
closely. He wasn’t dead, but his breathing was so shallow that he 
probably soon would be. 

Ken felt the shadow as someone stood in the stable doorway, 
blocking the light. He looked up. He had never seen his father so 
angry, and he was scared. 

‘1 couldn’t even leave you with security men to support you!’ 
Duncan shouted. 

’But Father - ’ Ken began. 

‘Don’t try to make excuses. You’ve failed in your duty. You’ve 
let the whole family down.' 

‘Father, please - ’ the boy tried again, close to tears. 

‘I just want the answer to one question, ’ demanded Duncan. 
‘Who’s been near the horse?’ 

‘Rob said the vet came.’ 

‘What vet?’ 

‘Someone from Mr Williams.’ 

‘Not Mr Williams himself?’ 

‘I don’t think so.’ 

‘What do you mean, you don’t think so? Weren’t you here?’ 

‘No, Father.’ 

‘That’s all I need to know. Ring Mr Williams and get him here 
at once. Tell Vincent to come here with Frank. Then go to your 
room and stay there. I’ll talk to you later.’ Duncan was bending 
down by the horse, cradling his head on his knees. Vincent was 
the head lad. Frank looked after the horse. 

‘But Father, you’re not being fair,’ Ken insisted. ‘Rob was 
here. No one’s failed.’ 

Duncan was examining the horse’s eye, holding back the lid. 
‘Do as you’re told, nowV he ordered. 

‘Yes, Father,’ said Ken as Duncan wrenched Kestrel’s teeth 
apart to look at his tongue. The boy ran to the house, no longer 
able to hold back his tears. 

Duncan didn’t follow him for over an hour. By then Williams 
had examined the horse and taken a blood sample. ‘He’s not 
dying,’ he said. ‘He’s been sedated. What did you say the man’s 
name was?’ he asked Rob, who had been summoned to the box. 

‘Fraser.’ 

‘What did he look like?’ 
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‘Thirties. Fair. Not very tall.’ 

‘It’s odd,’ said Williams. ‘1 had a journalist on the phone. Said 
he’d just joined the Sporting Life. He’d heard a rumour that 
Kestrel had gone lame. He knew he’d won both his races, and 
was wondering about Doncaster, where he’d be fancied on his 
form. Would he be fit? he asked. I said 1 was sure he would, since 
it was only a knock. He was interested in the treatment, as sports 
writers often are, and I told him. I said I’d be seeing him again 
today, but it was pretty routine.’ 

‘So he knew a vet would be expected,’ said Duncan. 

‘He knew when, too. A woman rang this morning and spoke 
to my secretary. Told her they’d got a bit of a problem at the 
Smith yard, nothing too serious, and was I visiting the Fordham 
Road today? Naturally she checked my appointments and told 
her. So he knew enough to get here before me. The caller rang 
back and cancelled. I bet you we’ll find that no one rang from 
Smith’s. 

‘My guess is that someone just wanted to put the horse off 
colour for a bit, interrupt the training programme - in a dramatic 
way! I’d say he’s had a shot of Etorphine. Know what that is, 
Rob?’ he asked the boy. 

‘No, Mr Williams. ’ 

‘Called Elephant Juice in the trade, as your father knows well 
enough.’ He glanced at Duncan, but he was too shocked for light 
banter. ‘What they use for sedative darts for wild animals. Needs 
delicate handling. Very small doses are useful for geeing up 
horses, but more sends them to sleep. More still and the effect’s 
the opposite and they’re climbing over the ceiling. ’ 

Williams picked up his bag and left the box. ‘Odd business,’ he 
said as he walked through the yard with Duncan. ‘He knew what 
he was doing - if I’m right, that is. Couldn’t be a warning of 
some kind, could it?’ 

When Duncan returned to the house, he found Annette waiting 
in the kitchen. ‘You realise Ken’s still in his room?’ she asked. 

‘Oh, I forgot about him,’ Duncan said. 

‘He said he had nothing to do with it. Is that true?’ 

‘Apparently. The boys swopped rotas. ’ 

‘I hope you’ll apologise. He’s very upset.’ 

‘I’ll have a word with him.’ Duncan went upstairs to Ken’s 
room. ‘Sorry to have got it wrong, old chap,’ he said. 
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The boy managed a smile. ‘Give a dog a bad name, I suppose, 
Father.' 

‘Sort of.’ 

‘I think I’d have let the vet in, just as Rob did. Then you’d 
have thought I was running to form, wouldn’t you?’ 

‘Well, maybe there’s a lesson there,’ said Duncan. ‘You need 
to look good in the Form Book.’ 

‘A lesson for sons?’ asked Ken. ‘Or for fathers?’ 

The tears welled in his eyes and Duncan was moved. He 
embraced the boy. ‘You’ve got a good point there,’ he said, ‘and 
it’s been well noted by the trainer.’ 

It was then that Duncan was called to the phone. ‘How’s the 
colt?' he was asked by the voice he recognised. 

‘Now listen to me - ’ Duncan began. 

‘Just do as I said,’ the caller told him, ‘and the horse’ll be 
running next year. Otherwise . . .’ 

‘Say I can make some headway with Charles Dawson.’ 

‘If he sees sense, you mean?’ 

‘Yes.’ 

‘Then call a number I’ll give you and leave a message. Just say: 
“Mr Smith agrees.” It’s an answering service who don’t know 
the identity of their client, so there’s no point in the police 
checking the number. And, mister, no other tricks. Dawson had 
better be serious, or the colt will die. ’ 

9 

Charlie stood at the window looking at the trees in Hyde Park. 
He felt like an animal at bay - isolated, panting, running a little 
scared. 

All five of the old Vercors group were there -- summoned by 
Duncan to a suite at the Dorchester. But this was no reunion. 
This was crisis. The bond between them was fractured - the 
damage clear in the facade like cracks in an old building. 

Kestrel had been the breaking point. The Prince had backed 
Duncan over Maitland's book, but horses were different. He’d 
put the ten best with another trainer - including the star colt. 

Leah was still in a state of shock. Max too was shattered. Romy 
had weakened, as Charlie had expected, under the threat of 
scandal. Those Nazi revelations would have been too much in 
France. The telegram had come that morning. ‘Dreadfully sorry 
but sure you’ll understand. Writing darling.’ 
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Duncan had stood in front of the fireplace, looking very solid 
in his tweed suit, his hands behind his back. ‘It’s the end of the 
road, Charlie,’ he said. ‘You’ve got to drop it.’ 

Charlie had looked at him for a second and shaken his head. 
He’d glanced at the others in turn. They agreed with Duncan. 
Even Sonya thought that things had gone too far. He had moved 
to the window to distance himself from them all. 

He needed time to compose himself. Out in the Park the leaves 
were turning. In a few days, they’d be falling. A London autumn. 
He looked up at the sky. Scudding clouds revealed the sun for an 
instant - a bright moment before others covered it, dulling the 
light. The sky was darker over Battersea. It’d be raining soon. 

He understood the reaction of the others well enough, and felt 
for them. He’d even expected the showdown. Why should they 
risk so much? Charlie would have done, of course. His ships 
could have been sunk, his marriage destroyed; his resolve would 
have been unshaken. But he’d become a zealot. Life was easy for 
zealots. 

‘You’ve got to laugh, haven’t you?’ he said at last without 
turning. ‘Remember how it was in April? Jesus, that’s only five 
months ago. There we were in Paris, talking about how dose we 
all were, like a family with a secret language.’ 

Charlie’s words weren’t loud. ‘Remember what you said, 
Duncan? Wouldn’t miss a reunion. Not even the Prince could 
make you do that. Then Leah talked of how Hugo had tried to 
stop her coming with a trick about an order. In sixteen years, we 
said, nothing had changed. It was as if we’d only left the Massif a 
week before. But something’s changed now, hasn’t it - and it’s 
certainly not Elisabeth, or what she did for us all.’ 

‘You’re being unfair, Charlie,’ said Duncan. ‘We’re not fight¬ 
ing a war any longer.’ 

‘Yes we bloody are!’ Charlie swung round. ‘I’m fighting a 
war, Duncan.’ 

‘You can’t win it,’ he answered. ‘No one can.’ 

‘I’m going to win it. You watch.’ 

‘What’s winning?’ asked Leah. ‘A prosecution?’ 

‘Perhaps. If I can get the proof.’ 

‘And if you can’t?’ 

‘Then I’ll think of something.’ 

‘Charlie,’ Max interposed in a tired voice, ‘you don’t even 
know there was a crime. You’re just guessing.’ 
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‘I know,’ said Charlie. 'You know, for Christ’s sake. Why the 
hell are you getting all this action if there was no crime?’ 

‘OK,’ Max agreed, ‘maybe there was a crime. But even if you 
solve it, how can it help Elisabeth? She’ll still be dead. So where 
will it have got you?’ 

Charlie hesitated. ‘At peace. Knowing we’ve honoured her, 
done the right thing.’ 

‘Mighty fine sentiments,’ Max mocked, his eyes angry in his 
immobile face. ‘It’s easy for you. Nothing’s happened to your 
business.’ 

‘Do you think that’d make a difference to me? Seriously?’ 

Max shook his head. ‘I’m in big trouble, Charlie,’ he said. 

‘I know. Max,’ Charlie said. 

‘I can’t afford nostalgia.’ 

‘I understand what you’re going through. I’ll do anything to 
help.’ 

‘How can you help?’ asked Leah. 'Except by stopping, as 
Duncan says.’ 

‘Money, Leah. Influence. Any favour you care to name. You 
want me to bear your loss?’ 

‘It’s not just the money, Charlie. It’s the prestige, doing what 
you need to do - a career, I suppose. ’ She looked so distraught 
that Charlie put his hand on her shoulder. 

‘I know,’ he assured her. 

‘When you get right down to it,’ Duncan said, ‘it’s revenge 
you’re after, isn’t it?’ 

Charlie stared at him, suddenly angry. ‘Don’t knock revenge, 
Duncan. Why do the police hunt murderers for years? Because a 
society needs it - and I sure as hell need it.’ 

‘It was sixteen years ago, Charlie,’ Leah said. ‘A different 
world. ’ 

‘So it doesn’t matter?' he queried. ‘Is that what you’re saying, 
Leah?’ 

He’d shamed her. ‘No, of course not. I owe her so much, but 
how long’s it going to go on, Charlie?’ 

‘Not long. I’d guess. I’m near. I’ve met Wolf and he’s agreed 
to help. That’s important.’ 

‘Because he’s a crook?’ Duncan challenged. 

Charlie faced him out. ‘Possibly. I’ll use anyone’s help to find 
out who murdered Elisabeth.’ 

‘You murdered Elisabeth,’ said Max. It was almost a whisper, 
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but he was breaking the rules and, for Charlie, it was like a punch 
in the face. 

‘How can you say that?’ he retorted in quiet fury. ‘Remember 
Duncan’s order? Whoever had to do it must never never breathe 
a word. All our fingers were on the trigger. I’m surprised at you, 
Max.’ 

Max avoided his eyes. ‘I’m a realist,’ he said defensively, 
‘fighting for my life.' 

‘You were used to kill her too. Max. Get that straight.’ 

‘Now let’s cool down a bit,’ urged Duncan. ‘I’ve got a 
compromise, Charlie. We all loved Elisabeth, but we’ve got to 
think of our future - and she’d expect us to. Say you give it a 
break for a few weeks. Go back home to Philana.’ 

‘Don’t be dumb,’ Max put in. ‘He won’t do that. Not with the 
kid in Paris.’ 

‘I’ll call the number as instructed and say Mr Smith agrees,’ 
Duncan went on. ‘That’d take the heat off. I could probably save 
the horses. Max could talk Romy round. Leah could rework her 
collection. Then you can pick up the chase again later.’ 

‘That’s worth thinking about,’ said Sonya, speaking for the 
first time and mainly for Charlie. 

‘It’s Sonya speaking,’ Max reminded him. ‘Nothing’s happened 
to Sonya yet either.’ 

‘I’m expecting to be fired any minute,’ she said. 

‘So what do you say, Charlie?’ asked Duncan. 

He shook his head. ‘Sorry - I’m not letting up for a minute. 
The trail may go cold.’ 

‘What trail?’ demanded Duncan. ‘There is no trail. ’ 

‘You wouldn’t have said that if you’d seen Roger Briedon 
lying dead on the carpet.’ 

The telephone rang. Sonya, who was nearest, picked it up. ‘A 
call for Mr Dawson,’ she said. ‘New York.’ 

‘Charlie . . .’It was Terry’s familiar voice. ‘Am I glad to have 
got you! That pa-in-law of yours has gone bananas. Right out of 
his skull. Know what he’s done? Filed a restraint order in the 
Marine Court here to arrest Pacific Star .’ 

‘You’re kidding,’ said Charlie. 

‘Wish I was. She’s due in Rotterdam today. By now they’re 
probably nailing the order to the mast and no one’ll be allowed 
to touch her until the court says they can. ’ 

‘On what grounds?’ 
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‘Theft. He says you haven’t paid for her.’ 

‘That’s true, as you know. He said there were problems and 
we’d settle the payment later. Meanwhile I could take her. ’ 

‘That’s not what he’s saying now. He’s pressing the police to 
prosecute. Wants you arrested the moment you re-enter the 
country. If you don’t come back, he’ll go for extradition.’ 

‘He’s gone crazy. I’ll call him.’ 

Charlie put the phone down. ‘Mastorakis should be in a 
madhouse,’ he said as he dialled the New York number. ‘He’s 
putting the police on me. Hope that makes you feel better, Max. 
Costa,’ he said when he was put through, ‘what the hell’s all this 
about?’ 

‘You’ve stolen my ship.’ 

‘I can hear you laughing, you crazy old bugger.’ 

‘I’m not laughing. I’m sad. My daughter’s husband steals my 
ship.’ 

'You said I could take it, that we’d deal with the details later.’ 

‘I don’t see that in writing. I see no cheque.’ 

‘That’s garbage, Costa. What are you trying to do?’ 

‘Get you in jail. That’d be best for everybody, especially 
Philana.' 

‘It won’t do the family name any good, her husband in jail.’ 

‘Better than her husband dead, ’ answered Costa and rang off. 

‘He’s afraid they’re going to take me out,’ Charlie told the 
others. ‘Thinks I’d be safer behind bars. If he’d listened I’d have 
told him what I’ve said before. Anything I know, you’ll all know. 
So there wouldn’t be any point, would there?’ 

‘Oh yes there would,’ Duncan asserted. ‘That’s what we’re 
saying, Charlie. You can’t rely on us to help any more.’ 

Charlie looked at Sonya and she gave a kind of helpless shrug. 
‘OK,’ he said. ‘That tells me. From now on. I’ll go it alone.’ 



Twenty 

It was late morning and, though quite cool, the sun was out and 
the women on the broad pavements of the Champs-Elysees were 
still in their summer dresses. They were at Fouquet’s and Nikki, 
in yellow which set off her black hair, was so breath-taking 
Charlie couldn’t take his eyes off her - as she acknowledged with 
a small smile. 

She had acquired a new poise, making her seem even more her 
mother’s daughter. Elisabeth had always had a sense of control, 
even in the crises. That day, though, Nikki was in one of her 
quiet, introspective moods. ‘When I’m away from you, I get 
afraid something's changed,’ she said. ‘When I’m with you I 
know that nothing has. You’re built into my life now, Charlee - 
and I’m even more scared.’ 

He took her hand, wondering what was coming. They hadn’t 
seen each other for a couple of days, since he’d been in England, 
and she'd rung saying she had something to tell him. ‘Scared?’ he 
echoed. ‘What do you mean?’ 

‘Why didn’t you say you were going to London?’ 

‘I tried to reach you,’ he said, ‘but you were too busy with 
your new life. It was a last-minute thing.’ 

‘Business?’ she asked. ‘Or Thelma?’ 

‘Not poor old Thelma again,’ he sighed. 

‘She’s not old,’ she said, looking at him, her eyes wide. She 
mouthed a silent kiss. ‘You’d never tell me what that was about. 
There’s so much you won’t tell me, Charlee. Are you surprised 
I’m scared? Max was with you in London, too, wasn’t he?’ 

‘That’s where his office is, remember?’ 

‘Sonya’s office isn’t.’ 

‘She had a story. She often goes to London.’ 

‘I bet you saw Leah and Duncan as well. ’ 

‘We had one of our get-togethers,’ he agreed. 

‘Was my father there?’ 

‘Of course not. ’ 
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‘Why “of course”? I was his long-lost daughter, yet he sent for 
you first. ’ 

‘He wanted to make sure it wasn’t a set-up. 1 told you.’ 

She looked at him doubtfully, then shook her head. ‘I think it’s 
the same secret. Oh, Charlee, 1 wish I didn’t love you. No, 1 
don’t mean that. But you’ll be very careful, won’t you? For my 
sake?’ 

‘What is all this? Someone been talking to you?’ 

‘No,’ she answered, ‘not even Max and he never stops talking. 
I asked Sally.’ 

‘And what did she say?’ 

‘That there was something odd about the whole Elisabeth 
business. She’s an awful sourpuss, Sally is. What's so odd about 
it, Charlee?’ 

‘She was special to us. You know that. Her death was terrible.’ 

She was watching him. ‘Something new’s happened. I think 
you’re in danger. I had a dream,’ she said. 

‘We all have bad dreams sometimes.’ He wondered what she’d 
have said if she’d known that the police had been enquiring for 
him at the hotel - just making sure he was staying there, they’d 
told the friendly desk clerk, an unofficial check requested by the 
New York Police Department. 

Charlie had called Costa again. Tm placing the two million 
with lawyers in escrow,’ he told him, ‘pending production of the 
documents.’ 

‘Don’t waste your time,’ his father-in-law said. Tm not selling 
to a thief. ’ 

‘Costa, will you stop being so dumb.’ 

‘You’re going to jail, Charlie. The gendarmes will be waiting 
for you just as soon as 1 can fix it.' 

Charlie knew it would take some time to fix - even for Costa 
with his short cuts. But he needed time himself. Maybe he should 
move in with Nikki. Evasion in the maze of little streets round 
Saint-Severin would be easier than at the Bristol. But she would 
be really frightened harbouring a wanted man. 

He took her hand. ‘What’s this you’ve got to say to me?’ he 
asked. 

She hesitated. ‘It doesn’t seem so important now,’ she said. 
‘You didn’t want me to make love with Craig, did you?’ 

He felt the old stab of jealousy. He sipped his drink. Tm in no 
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position to make rules - as I said.’ His voice was calmer than he’d 
thought it would be. 

‘But you didn’t want me to, did you?’ she pressed. 

‘Of course not but - ’ 

She cut in: ‘No buts, darling. Just say the words 1 didn’t want 
you to. ’ 

He smiled. ‘OK, 1 didn’t want you to.’ 

‘Darling.’ 

‘Darling,’ he added obediently. 

‘Then you’ll be pleased. I said no, Charlee.' 

Charlie was so relieved he felt ashamed. ‘Was he upset?’ he 
asked. 

‘A little, I think. Not many girls turn him down. Not girls like 
me who are just getting their first chance.’ 

‘Have you still got the part?’ 

‘1 think so, though he did talk vaguely about still casting.' She 
grinned. ‘See what I’ve done for you - risked my chance of being 
a star. ’ 

‘You’ll be a star.’ 

He had disappointed her. His response was too muted. Don’t 
you realise what I did for you, Charlee?’ she asked. 

‘Did you want him?’ 

‘I only want you, Charlee. You’ve spoiled everyone else for 
me. But you’ve missed the point.’ 

‘The point is did you want him?’ he insisted gently. 

‘Say I did want him. Would that make it all right for you? 
Wouldn’t you think of me lying there with him, saying the kind 
of things I say to you, doing what we do together - ’ 

‘Don’t, Nikki,’ he said. ‘It’s unthinkable.’ 

‘Knowing with another man the joy we know together,’ she 
challenged, ‘crying the things I cry at climax - ’ 

‘Nikki, stop this. You know how I feel. I adore you. But I 
can’t escape the fact that I’m in your way.’ 

She gazed at him tenderly, then a bit desperately. ‘1 want you 
to be in my way, but I want you to know what it’s like. With 
Craig, it was a big decision. Think of what he was offering, 
Charlee.’ 

‘Darling, you’re independent now.’ 

‘Why is it 1 weaken whenever you call me darling? Other 
people throw it around as though it doesn’t mean a thing.’ 

‘What is this?’ he asked. ‘Women are saying no all the time. 
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You’re a lovely girl. You knock over every man you meet.’ 
Suddenly he understood. ‘I’ve got it. Doing it would have been 
no big deal. Not doing it was the test.’ 

She was furious. ‘Sometimes I hate you, Charlee,’ she said. 

He kissed the back of her fingers, feeling he’d been too rough. 
‘He won’t back out, darling. He’s not going to cast you in an 
important movie just because you sleep with him.’ 

She looked away. They were seeing it from different points of 
view. ‘Max’ll know if the role’s still mine,’ she said. ‘I asked him 
to meet us here. Have you quarrelled with Max, Charlee?’ 

Charlie paused. ‘Not exactly quarrelled.’ 

‘And the others? Oh God,’ she said anxiously, ‘not Sonya 
surely?’ 

He was saved from answering by the sight of Max making his 
way towards them between the tables. He was unhurried, seem¬ 
ing slightly bowed, his long face gloomy. When he reached them 
he acknowledged Charlie silently with a raised hand, Red Indian 
fashion. ‘I’ve just been with Craig,’ he said to Nikki. ‘You’ve got 
to be nicer to him, honey. He’s giving you a big break, you 
know.’ 

‘You mean I’ve got to sleep with him?’ 

‘Well, maybe not every inch of the way but . . .’ 

She turned to Charlie. ‘What do you think of that then?’ 

‘What I’ve just said.’ 

‘Charlee’s just told me that you don’t get cast in a major movie 
by sleeping with the director. ’ 

‘He has, has he?’ said Max. ‘He’s a great student of human 
nature is Charlie. OK, you’ve got to be right for the role, but 
who knows what other kid might be right too. ’ 

‘So,’ said Nikki, her eyes on Charlie, ‘say I take my clothes off 
to make sure as Max is urging . . . ’ 

‘Now I never urged that, honey . . .’ Max said. 

‘You want me to say “Please don’t,” right?’ said Charlie. 

‘Is that so hard?’ she asked. 

‘It’s not hard, but I want you to decide. Is Craig worth it?’ 
Charlie asked. ‘For the fame, for the money, for what? Anyway, 
Max, surely those days are over, aren’t they?’ 

‘Those days will never be over, Charlie. You did a great test, 
honey,’ he said to her. ‘I’ve got total faith in you, my cherub. 
We’ll sell you. But you need the right vehicle and this is it, baby. 
So just oil the wheels for me. You don’t have to open your legs. 
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but play along a little, will you? Be fun - anyway until we sign. 
Why not join him now at the George V? He wants to take you to 
lunch.’ 

This minute?’ He nodded. She shrugged and stood up. ‘Tell 
me, Charlee,’ she asked, ‘wouldn’t Maman have done it? Any¬ 
thing for a story.’ 

‘She’d have had to like the guy, I think, or she’d have used a 
different method. She’d have got the story all right, but not many 
people made your mother do something she didn’t want to, 1 can 
tell you. Elisabeth grasped life. She was in charge.’ 

Nikki’s eyes suddenly filled with tears. For a second she dosed 
them. ‘Did she grasp death too, Charlee?’ 

She started to walk away, then turned - her pain showing in 
her face. ‘Will 1 see you tonight?’ she called out. 

‘We’ll have dinner,’ he answered. 

Max watched her as she left the cafe. ‘French women walk so 
beautifully, don’t they?’ he said. 

‘I didn’t know you were back in Paris,’ said Charlie. 

‘Protecting my investment,’ Max answered. ‘With Romy gone, 
she’s all I’ve got. Craig’s pretty sour.’ 

‘Because she hasn’t come across?’ 

‘He expects to have a rapport with a young actress he’s working 
with so closely. And you know how Nikki goes on. Like she’s 
not wearing knickers, like she’s screaming for it. Then when he 
takes her tiny hand in his, she suddenly gets morality.’ 

‘She doesn’t realise half the time what she’s doing,’ said 
Charlie. ‘In some ways she’s still a kid. ’ 

‘Well you know don’t you, Charlie. One look from you and 
she’s on her back because you had this big thing with her mother 
- and that sure seems to set her on fire. Maybe makes you burst 
into flames, too. Do you think of Elisabeth when you’re screwing 
her?’ 

‘Don’t talk like that, Max. Not about either of them.’ 

‘Forgive me. I’m just a crude bastard,’ Max jeered in falsetto. 
‘Does she know yet what happened to her mother? What really 
happened?’ 

‘You know she doesn’t. We’ve talked of it often, haven’t we?’ 

‘I don’t want to talk to you at all, Charlie. The only reason I’m 
here now is because the girl’s my future and you control her. So 
I need you. I wish I didn’t. It’s like needing a case of TNT. You 
got any further with the great quest?’ 
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‘Give me time. Max,’ said Charlie standing up to leave. ‘We 
only left London yesterday.’ 

‘Time’s running out, Charlie. I’m a desperate man. So you 
better show some fast results or you know what? I’ll tell the girl 
- every fucking detail. As it happened in glorious Technicolor.’ 

Charlie felt so cold suddenly that he shivered. ‘You do that, 
Max, and I’ll never forgive you.’ 

Max’s dark, passive face creased into a rare smile. ‘How do 
you think she’d feel then about those nights of wild ecstacy, 
Charlie - knowing you drilled her mother full of holes? And 
don’t say you didn’t. I saw you. Boy, we’ll show that scene in 
close-up.’ 

‘You bastard,’ said Charlie. ‘I’ll hound you. I may even kill 
you.’ 

‘Give up, Charlie,’ urged Max, ‘like Duncan suggested. For a 
while, at least, so we can mend the fences. Give up or for Christ’s 
sake win - but fast.' 


Rene had left the curtains drawn - thick and heavy, blanking out 
the light except for a beam from the slit where they joined. It was 
afternoon and they could see each other easily enough, but he 
was in an odd mood. His desire was as strong as ever, but it was 
contained, sensual, lingering, so that the needing was prolonged. 
As a man he was so changeable. Sonya never quite knew what 
kind of lover she was going to find. 

They lay in Lucille’s great bed with the covers thrown back. 
He had savoured her whole body, unhurriedly, starting by taking 
each of her toes in his mouth - then lightly kissing the inside of 
her calves, licking the cavity behind her knees, brushing her open 
thighs with his lips, moving ever higher until he could part her 
with delicate fingers so that his tongue could reach within her, 
stroke her, flick her. Gently, he took her in his teeth. ‘Not 
hurting am I?’ he asked. 

‘It’s incredible,’ she answered. 

‘Don’t come yet, will you?’ he said. 

'I’m not promising,’ she whispered. 

It had been one of those times when it was almost perfect in the 
sense that there was nothing he could have done to her or she 
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could have done to him that could have improved the complete¬ 
ness, the union, the heights that they attained - which on 
reflection would strike her as strange, as part of some grand plan 
by a deity with a sense of humour. God’s joke, as Elisabeth 
would say. 

Sonya had never before been in the Levallier mansion on the 
Avenue Foch - and she had only been invited that day because 
Lucille was in America and the house was closed and the servants 
absent. Rene, in his new position, had the use of an official 
apartment. He had suggested they went to his home since he was 
expecting a phone call that he didn’t want to go through the 
Ministry switchboard. 

‘You might find the visit amusing,’ he had said. He had taken 
her on a tour of the ornate living rooms, looking unused like a 
museum with the soft furnishings covered with dustsheets. They 
had ended up in the imposing master bedroom, with its paintings 
on the wall that were sensual but tasteful. Empire furniture, 
curtains and covers in soft shades of pink and blue. When he’d 
suggested they made love there, she’d wondered about his 
motive. 

‘Wouldn’t you prefer it in a different room?’ she asked. There 
were another fifteen, not counting the servants’ quarters. ‘Some¬ 
how a bed seems more a wife’s than a husband’s.’ 

‘It’s the best bed. Will it bother you?’ 

‘Not if it won’t bother you,' she answered. ‘I’ve never met 
Lucille.’ He’d kissed her then and begun to unbutton her dress 
and the discussion was over. But it made her wonder about him 
as she lay there naked. Was it, deep down in his subconscious, a 
deliberate slight of his wife? The thought didn’t linger. After all, 
his wife would never know. 

The telephone rang - his important call. ‘Do you want me to 
leave you?’ she asked. 

‘You don’t need to,’ he said, ‘but it’ll take a while and bore 
you to death. ’ 

‘Then I’ll go exploring,’ she said. She didn’t dress, since she 
would be returning. Instead she put on his shirt that had been 
lying on the floor. She caught a glimpse of herself in a mirror. 
With the tails reaching almost to her knees, she thought she 
looked rather fetching. So did he. He smiled approvingly as he 
began to speak on the phone, and she blew him a kiss as she went 
through the doorway. 
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She wandered from room to room, wondering again at the size 
and elegance of the house. She’d always known Rene was rich, 
but the sheer weight of his fortune was somewhat underlined by 
the magnificence of his home. 

She opened yet another door with the pannelling picked out in 
gold leaf and found herself in what could only be his study - a 
wall of books, some volumes that looked ancient and were 
doubtless of great value; a huge desk in walnut, set so that Rene’s 
back, when he was working, would be to the tall French windows 
- covered that day by drawn curtains, like those in the rest of the 
house. 

She examined the books, looking instinctively - as Charlie 
would have - for the works of Verlaine. They were there, of 
course, and she pulled one out and flicked through the pages. She 
put it back, noticing that there was a gap in the set as though a 
volume had been removed. 

She wandered to the desk, moving round it to switch on the 
lamp. Everything on it was antique - even the blotter with its 
leather comers, the pages virgin white. She noticed that a side 
drawer had a key in it - again a sign that the house was currently 
unused, since the key wouldn’t be there if it protected anything 
private. 

Idly she turned the key and pulled open the drawer. It was 
empty except for a small book bound in leather. She took it up. 
It was a volume of Verlaine - part of the set on the shelves. She 
opened the flyleaf - and was shocked to her bones, her heart 
pounding, the nausea rising. 

She was looking at the crucial words in the telegram Charlie 
had found on Roger Briedon’s dead body in New York: ‘The 
violins of autumn. ’ They were written on a slip of paper clipped 
to the first page. The phrase had struck Sonya as though it had 
been ringed in red - but in fact it was an item on a fist that clearly 
formed the basis of a code. Written alongside each, where the 
meaning wasn’t obvious, were the short messages they were 
intended to convey. 

The code was crude. She was acquainted with codes. During 
the war, signals had usually been in numbers or letters, represent¬ 
ing words in some prearranged form. A message could have been 
sent to Briedon in that pattern - a group of figures linked to the 
words of Verlaine. The figures 22, for example, could mean the 
second word on the second line or indicate individual letters. The 
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instruction in that wire had been very simple. Briedon had asked 
what he should do. Don’t play the violins of autumn meant: 
Don’t do anything until telephone contact is made. But the 
police, who would be certain to find the message, couldn’t know 
that, couldn’t pursue it. The time of that call had been stated so 
that Briedon would be in his apartment, and alone, when the 
gunman arrived. 

It was a few moments before Sonya could take in the horror of 
what she was facing - or the implications. Her lover was Verlaine. 
Her lover had ordered the death of Briedon and, almost certainly, 
arranged the murder of Elisabeth. On this day of all days, it was 
hard to absorb, for she felt closer to him, more in love with him 
than she had ever been before. But she knew she must force 
herself to confront the truth. She tried to consider the options 
open to her. Should she steal the book? No, for that would reveal 
what she knew and set both herself and Charlie up as targets. 
That in itself seemed inconceivable. That he would kill her - the 
man she’d just permitted to possess her, the man who’d known 
the most private, personal part of her in the most intimate way 
possible! 

She realised she would have to return to Rene. His phone call 
would be over soon. She put the book back in the drawer, closed 
and locked it. Somehow she’d have to contrive to behave 
normally, even to make love again. Could she? It seemed 
impossible, but he’d expect it - especially after what had gone 
before. 

She could pretend to feel unwell, she supposed, but the 
performance would have to be good - as it would if she went 
back to his bed. Any wrong note and he might remember the 
volume in his desk, and guess she had been in his study. 

She shivered. In that huge empty house with no servants, she’d 
be exposed. No one knew she was there, and if Rene suspected 
she’d seen the Verlaine code his hand would be forced. 

What she did now would clearly be vital. It was then, as she 
was standing beside the desk, that the door to the study began to 
open. She leaped to the bookcase, an instinctive move to distance 
herself from the drawer, and pretended she’d been examining the 
volumes on the shelves. ‘You have a marvellous collection of - ’ 
she began, expecting him to appear in the doorway. But it wasn’t 
Rene. It was Lucille. 

The two women looked at each other for a moment without 
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speaking, both shocked. Sonya had only seen press photos of her, 
usually in ball gowns, but in the flesh she had a presence, as 
though bom to the aristocracy. Cool, unperturbed - perhaps, 
unbelievably, a little amused. ‘1 know who you are, of course,’ 
said Lucille, ‘though I hardly expected to find you in my 
husband’s shirt. It’s attractive. I should wear it again. Do you feel 
it gives me an advantage, that you’re - how shall 1 say - 
underdressed?’ 

Sonya’s laugh was mirthless. She was confused, experiencing 
fear, shock, embarrassment now. ‘A little. I’d say,’ she answered. 
‘Plus finding me in your home.’ 

‘And my bed, I gather. That’s going a little far, don’t you 
think?’ 

‘He needed to be near the phone.’ 

Lucille strolled towards her, elegant in a fawn velvet suit that 
was exquisitely cut. She sat on a comer of the desk and folded 
her arms. ‘You’re more attractive than the picture in your 
column. They should do something about that. ’ 

‘I’ll pass on your message,’ said Sonya. She felt even more 
uncomfortable. ‘May I sit down?’ she asked. 

’Take the master’s chair,’ Lucille said agreeably. 

Sonya sat at the desk, crossing one leg over the other. ‘We 
thought you were in America.’ 

‘I came back early - to find out what was going on. He’s keen 
on you. Do you want him?’ 

Sonya was appalled. Want him? How could she possibly want 
a killer? 

‘Divorce is out of the question, of course - a man in his 
position. But something less, perhaps . . .’ Lucille’s voice trailed 
off. ‘I could end it completely. I know the truth about the 
Frankfurt corruption story. But there’d only be someone else.’ 

To Sonya, the scene had the quality of a nightmare. Then 
suddenly she realised that Lucille’s return was a means of escape. 
‘What do you want exactly?’ she asked. 

Lucille shrugged. ‘I may hate you a little,’ she said, wandering 
over to the bookshelf, ‘but I’m used to it now. You were with 
Elisabeth in the Vercors, weren’t you?’ 

‘Yes.’ 

‘I used to worry sometimes about Rene and Elisabeth, but then 
she fell for Wolf. You know about Wolf, I hear. Poor Wolf. ’ 

‘Why poor Wolf?’ 
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‘Rich, powerful, a huge organisation rooted in the post-war 
black markets. It’s warped him, so he’s doomed to be always 
running. He should never have fled after the collapse. He wasn’t 
guilty - not of war crimes. But he’s guilty now, which is why 
the chase is hotting up.’ 

‘If he wasn’t guilty then, why - ’ 

Lucille turned to her. ‘He’s become a gangster. Tell that nice 
Charlie to be careful of him. Rene and Wolf were friends once. 
Now they’re enemies. Frankfurt saw the final bitter parting. 
Now you’d better go back to him, hadn’t you?’ 

‘With you here?’ Sonya exclaimed, the fear returning. 

‘He doesn’t know that,’ Lucille answered. An artful little smile 
played about her mouth. ‘I’ll tell you what. I’ll go and phone 
from a cafe, say I’ve just arrived. That’ll avoid any dramas. By 
the time I get here, you’ll have gone, won’t you?’ 

The thought of being left alone again with him was unnerving. 
‘You’ll call quickly, won’t you?’ Sonya asked. ‘This won’t be 
easy.’ 

‘Within minutes, I promise.’ She studied Sonya for a second. 
‘Why is it I like you?’ She shrugged, lifted a hand, the merest 
gesture of farewell - and left. 

Sonya stood outside the bedroom door for what seemed like a 
long time. She could hear him still speaking on the phone. 
Despite Lucille’s return, she was very scared and it surprised her 
a little. She was a journalist, she’d been in dangerous situations, 
conducted hostile interviews; yet the very thought of turning that 
handle was making her heart beat like a hammer. 

At last, by sheer will-power, she made herself open the door 
and stood hesitantly in the entrance. Rene smiled at her, waved 
while continuing to speak. She studied him with new eyes - 
seeing the face of a killer. Even now, after all that had happened, 
he looked immaculate. His hair wasn’t ruffled. The bedclothes 
were smooth. ‘Call me back then,’ he was saying. ‘I’ll be here for 
some time. ’ He glanced at her as he said it and she was disgusted. 
He put the phone down. ‘You should always wear shirts,’ he 
said, ‘except now. Take it off.’ 

Just exposing her body to him, which she’d done so often, 
now seemed a gross violation of her privacy. It was as though he 
was a stranger. But she forced herself - undoing a couple of 
buttons with trembling fingers and letting the shirt slip from her 
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shoulders to lie round her feet. She felt a need to cover her pubic 
hair like the nudes in old paintings - but resisted it. 

‘I’ve missed you,’ he said. ‘I like you to be near me. What have 
you been doing?’ 

‘Looking around,’ she said casually. 

He pulled back the covers for her. ‘Come here,’ he said softly. 

She lay carefully beside him and his hands at once began to 
roam. ‘Can we lie quietly just for a moment?’ she said. ‘Reaction,’ 
she added. ‘It was tremendous just now, wasn't it?’ 

‘Next time it’ll be even better,’ he assured her. ‘We’re in the 
mood.’ 

My God, she thought. Please, please, Lucille, will you phone? 

Minutes went by that seemed like hours. Soon he got restless; 
he began to fondle her. At first she tried to check him, but he 
said ‘No rush. I just want to enjoy you,’ and it would have been 
unusual for her to insist. God, she thought. I'm lying with the 
man who killed Elisabeth. The revulsion in her was barely 
controllable. At one moment, as he moved his hand between her 
legs, she shuddered - and was terrified he would feel the 
movement. Oh God, Lucille, when are you going to phone? 
Perhaps she’d run into a friend, changed her mind about returning 

‘What’s the matter?’ he asked. 

‘Nothing,’ she answered. 

‘You don’t seem very keen.’ 

‘I’m a bit tired. It was tremendous before, as I said.’ 

‘Kiss me,’ he whispered. How could she kiss him? He turned 
her face towards him with his hand, and she submitted, revolted, 
accepting his tongue, his wet lips, clutching him in her horror - 
which only served to excite him. Phone, please, for God’s sake 
phone. 

He parted her legs then and entered her. She shut her eyes. 
Please, Lucille. 

The phone rang. Never had she heard a sound that she wanted 
more. He let it ring a few times. ‘Shall we leave it?’ he said. Was 
this horror never going to end? 

‘It might be important,’ she suggested. 

‘No one knows I’m here.’ 

‘You just asked someone to call you back.’ 

‘He won’t be calling yet.’ 

Oh God, answer it, please. Hang on, Lucille. You know he’s 
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here. She had to be careful, couldn’t be too pressing. ‘Perhaps 
he’s thought of something he had to ask you,’ she said. ‘Could 
be vital. I shan’t go away. We’ve plenty of time.’ 

‘Oh, all right,’ he agreed, turning to answer it. Another 
appalling thought: Oh God, don’t let it be someone else. 

He reached for the phone. ‘Hallo?’ he said. The caller didn’t 
answer. I’m going to die, Sonya thought. ‘Hallo?’ he repeated. 
‘Who is that? . . . Lucille? . . . Where are you? . . . What are you 
doing in France so soon?’ 

‘My God, Lucille!’ Sonya whispered as though in fear of 
discovery. She started to get out of bed, the relief flooding 
through her; but he stayed her with his hand. 

‘Where are you, darling?’ he asked. ‘At the airport? . . . Why 
didn’t you warn me? I’d have met you . . . Where are you now? 
At Jeanette’s? When shall I see you then? . . . But that’s marvel¬ 
lous . . . No, I’m not doing anything important. I just came in to 
make a call, do a few things . . . Why don’t you go to the 
apartment? . . . Oh I see. Well, I’ll sec if I can find some 
champagne . . .’ 

Sonya slipped from his grasp and leaped out of the bed. 
Hurriedly she started to dress as he put down the phone. ‘She’ll 
be about haK an hour - has to pick up some clothes here. We’ve 
still got time.’ 

‘Why has she come back early?’ Sonya asked. 

‘I don’t know,’ he answered. ‘Odd, isn’t it?’ 

‘Well, you can’t just lie there,’ she said as she drew on a 
stocking. ‘You’ve got to dress, too. We’ve got to make the bed.’ 

‘I’m sorry about this, darling.’ 

She smiled at him. It was a big effort. ‘That’s all right. Not 
your fault. ’ She couldn’t bear to look at him for more than a few 
seconds. She turned her back, searching for her other stocking. 

When she was ready, he went with her to the front door, 
offered to get her a cab. ‘Don’t worry,’ she assured him, ‘I feel 
like a walk.’ 

‘Aren’t you going to kiss me?’ he asked. 

She brushed his cheek. ‘We shouldn’t dally,’ she said. ‘She 
could be here any moment. ’ 

He looked at her uncertainly. ‘It's upset you, hasn't it?’ 

‘A bit, but you’re not to blame, are you?’ She started down the 
entrance steps, then turned. ‘Call me,’ she said, because it was 
what she would usually say. He wasn’t convinced. Even allowing 
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for Lucille’s sudden return, there was something wrong with the 
way she was behaving, but he couldn’t pinpoint what. 

She didn’t wait - just waved and hurried away along the 
Avenue Foch. 


3 

It was about half an hour before dusk and Charlie paid off the cab 
where the girl had said at the junction of the Route de Suresnes 
and the Route de Madrid at the head of the Lac Inferieur. He was 
in the heart of the Bois de Boulogne and, as ordered, he began to 
walk, heading west, in the open ground on the north side of the 
water. 

He was to keep walking, he’d been told, until they met. Wolf, 
as he had cause to know, never took chances. The Bois was 
heavily wooded, which would give him cover that was thick and 
easily accessible, but in the clearing which Charlie had been 
directed to he could see if he was accompanied - or being 
followed. Not the club again, Charlie guessed, because Wolf 
feared repeated patterns. That way, others could be waiting. 

In the park, in the dimming light, Charlie felt exposed. There 
was hardly anyone about. A couple far ahead along a lane with a 
dog. Movement among the trees. Cruising homosexuals perhaps, 
but maybe others more sinister. 

‘Charlie . . . ’ Wolf’s voice came from behind him. ‘Just keep 
on walking. Why the summons?’ 

‘I know now who I’ve been looking for.’ 

‘And who was it?’ 

‘Rene Levallier. But I still don’t know why.’ 

‘I can tell you that. There’s a tree trunk ahead, on its side. Stop 
there and sit down. I’ll join you in a moment.’ 

Charlie sat down and waited. He still couldn’t see Wolf but 
guessed he’d moved back into the trees to watch for a little 
longer. At last, he appeared - rather suddenly from behind him, 
walking softly on the grass. 

He sat down on the bench, leaving a gap between them so that, 
to an observer, they could have been two strangers. ‘Now,’ he 
said, ‘what makes you so sure?’ 

It was two days now since Sonya’s panic call. ‘Charlie,’ she’d said 
in a small taut voice that was most unlike her, ‘I’ve something 
vital to tell you. ’ Half an hour later, she was in his suite at the 
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Bristol - and for once she wasn’t poised and controlled. She was 
a woman in a state of near-shock. ‘I’ve been with Rene Levallier,’ 
she said. ‘I’ve never told you about Rene, but it’s been going on 
a few months now. Today I’ve been in his home. He had to take 
a long phone call so I started to look around the house and found 
myself in his study and . . .’ Slowly, she told him the story, 
including her terror at the end. ‘So there’s no doubt, is there?’ she 
ended. 

For a moment, he hardly seemed to have heard her. He stood 
at the window, looking down into the street. He felt nothing. 
No sudden joy, no excitement, no relief even. For months he’d 
devoted himself to the search for this man - the ghost-like 
presence behind that terrible night by the rail track, the mind that 
had planned Elisabeth’s death, fed to the SOE the material that 
would force their hand, known that someone in the Vercors 
circuit would have to slay her in cold blood, with bare bloody 
hands as Charlie had done, which he would never forget or 
forgive as long as he lived, and which he had swom to avenge. 
And now he’d found him. It was then - as the old vivid memory 
came back to him of the Sten jerking in his hands, of his poor 
beautiful Elisabeth falling, lying, dying - that the fury suddenly 
swept through him with a force that left him panting. He 
swivelled suddenly. ‘Why?’ he shouted at her. ‘Why?’ 

His vehemence shocked Sonya for a second. ‘Charlie, I don’t 
know.’ 

Slowly, his rage ebbed a little. He shook his head, as though to 
dull the image so that he could think. He moved over to where 
Sonya was sitting, bent down, and put his arms round her. He 
just held her, tightly, their cheeks touching. ‘Sorry, pal,’ he 
whispered. He stood up. ‘Sorry,’ he repeated, taking control of 
himself. ‘That was selfish, wasn’t it? It must have been horrific 
for you there today - a sort of betrayal. ’ 

She nodded, her eyes filling with tears. He held out his hand 
and she gripped it, holding it against her chest. ‘I never really 
suspected him,’ he said, ‘though I wondered. I couldn’t see his 
motive. I couldn’t see Duclos’s motive either but, like you, I 
could imagine him having one. Same with Marie. But Rene? Did 
he have the power to organise a killing in New York, a burglary 
in London, doping a horse in Newmarket, financing Maitland?’ 

‘He has a lot of power,’ she said quietly. ‘It’s vital to him. He 
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used to talk of how much more he’d gain with his new 
appointment. ’ 

‘Different sort of power,’ Charlie said. ‘Heads of state, politi¬ 
cians, civil servants, corporation presidents . . . ’ 

‘It was always more than that. How did he get so wealthy? 
Rene's involved in all sorts of things. Remember that story about 
corruption in Frankfurt that Claude grilled me about? I sat on it.’ 

Charlie looked at her in astonishment. ‘He got to me some¬ 
how,’ she said. ‘What he’d done didn’t seem so bad the way he 
described it.’ 

‘But you’ve been around, honey.’ 

She shrugged. ‘Don’t grill me, Charlie. I’m pleading guilty. 
Lucky I am guilty - otherwise. I’d never have found the Verlaine, 
would I?’ 

He smiled - in sympathy, approval. ‘It’s a huge break, Sonya. 
I’m in your debt for the rest of my life.’ 

'Your debt? I thought we were a team. She was our Elisabeth.’ 

‘Didn’t look like that the other day in London.’ 

‘They were anxious. Understandably. And they weren’t in 
love with her, aren’t still in love with her. What are you going to 
do now?’ 

‘I’m going to contact Wolf.’ 

In the Bois it was getting so dark he could hardly see Wolf’s face. 
‘And the whole code was based on Verlaine?’ Wolf queried when 
Charlie had finished. 

‘That’s the way it looked. “The violins of autumn” was in the 
telegram in Briedon’s pocket. He was the man I found dead in 
New York. He wanted to tell me the truth, I know he did.’ 

‘And you still don’t know what that is?’ 

‘I don’t know why Elisabeth died.’ 

‘I do,’ said Wolf. ‘Now I do. You’ve told me. Did you know 
that Rene collaborated with us during the war?’ 

‘I’d never heard that. Doesn’t exactly surprise me, though.’ 

‘Mind you, I don’t know what it means really when you get to 
that level. What choice did he have? He was in a key ministry. 
But he took it a lot further than he had to. He actively worked 
for us in secret, set up contacts with the Resistance. Sometimes 
the SS would pretend he’d offended us to preserve the facade. 
They even arrested him once and held him for a few days. That 
was how he could be my go-between with Elisabeth. When 
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Nikki needed money, Rene fixed it. If I needed to get a message 
to Elisabeth, Rene fixed it. If I wanted to meet her, Rene fixed 

He paused and his cigarette glowed red in the darkness. ‘So 
why did he want Elisabeth to die?’ Charlie asked. 

Tvejust told you.’ 

‘Then I didn’t hear you. ’ 

‘Because she knew, of course. She knew he was a collaborator 
on a grand scale, though no one else did. She knew he'd made 
millions out of working with us. Not quite in the class of Pierre 
Laval, but more than enough to be condemned to death - the 
bastard.’ 

‘I hear you’ve quarrelled. You were friends once, weren’t you?’ 

‘Once,’ he agreed, ‘but he’s got greedy now. He double- 
crossed me and it’s worrying him. That’s why I’ve suddenly 
acquired new status with the police. ’ He paused. ‘Well, we must 
consider what to do, what we’ve got in the way of proof.’ 

‘The key,’ Charlie answered, ‘is the photograph of you and 
Elisabeth together. In Occupied Paris she was with an enemy 
general. There were other charges, but after that they’d believe 
anything in London. Briedon admitted to me that he took the 
picture. How did he know you were meeting?’ 

‘Rene, of course. He arranged it for me, arranged all our 
meetings. But what can we prove? We can’t prove he had Briedon 
murdered, let alone Elisabeth. You can just about prove that 
Briedon was taking orders from him. You think Briedon was 
tempted to talk to you, but you don’t know. You think it was a 
contract killing, but you don’t know. Could have been someone 
off the street.’ 

‘I do know,’ said Charlie. ‘Even if I can’t prove it, I know.’ 

‘Forget Briedon,’ said Wolf. ‘Stay with Elisabeth. What crime 
did Rene commit? All he did was pass to London information 
that was true. Perhaps, as a loyal Frenchman, ’ he added sardoni¬ 
cally, ‘he thought the Allies should know that one of their key 
people was on intimate terms with General Wolfgang Heinegg.’ 

‘He murdered Elisabeth.’ 

‘He didn’t issue the order, Charlie. That was issued formally 
by Baker Street. No court could find Rene Levallier guilty of any 
crime. ’ 

‘He can’t get away with it,’ said Charlie. 

‘He won’t.’ He said it softly, a voice in the dark, a glowing 
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cigarette, the scent of tobacco smoke. ‘I know what to do now.’ 
He was silent for a few seconds. ‘We’ll kill him.’ 


It was 5-45 in the evening. Sonya was early - too early - sitting 
alone in the Brasserie Josephine, where she had so often met 
Charlie and Nikki. She felt vulnerable, exposed - in every sense. 
She sipped the Campari, wondering why she’d agreed to do this. 

She knew that Charlie was near - watching her from a distant 
table, using a copy of France Soir for cover; that Wolf was 
waiting, too, with a car nearby, engine running. What she didn’t 
know was when or how he was going to act. It depended, Charlie 
had explained, on how Ren£ arrived. If he walked, they’d 
probably take him before he got there. If he came by cab or in his 
official car, then she was to have a drink with him, discuss a 
personal problem - that her feelings for him were growing too 
strong perhaps - then suggest they walked to her apartment in 
the Palais Royal ten minutes away. It would happen on the way. 
A car would draw up beside them, Rene would be bundled in 
and it would roar off into the traffic. When questioned, she 
wouldn’t know why or by whom he had been seized. 

She didn’t like it, and she knew Charlie didn’t like it either. In 
the war, it would have been different. But they’d both become 
accustomed to peace, to living by the law. Even her memory of 
that traumatic afternoon in the Avenue Foch had dimmed. Rene 
was a murderer, corrupt, venal. But she’d met quite a few 
murderers, as journalists do, done pieces on them. ‘Passionising’, 
as Claude had always called it, making them live. Mostly, they 
were pretty ordinary people, who went home to their wives for 
dinner, loved their children. 

Rene was hardly ordinary - a man of fine intelligence, humour, 
sensitivity. He’d understood her needs and changing feelings, 
versed as a lover in playing a woman as though she was a violin, 
as the old saying went. She had loved him - more than she 
realised. It didn’t just stop because you discovered something 
about a man you didn’t know before. Something? She sipped her 
Campari. It was more than something, she thought. Elisabeth. 
Always the soul-searching came back to that - to the debt, to the 
love. If only it could have been settled in court, by sending for 
the police. God, Rene was clever. 

When she had called him, he seemed relieved. ‘I’ve been 
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worrying about you,’ he said. ‘You were in an odd mood when 
you left.’ He was surprised when she suggested they meet in a 
cafe instead of her apartment. ‘There’s something I've got to talk 
to you about,’ she said. ‘It’ll be easier in a cafe.' 

‘Well, why not somewhere better?’ he asked. They could go 
out to the Bois or meet at Fouquet’s maybe. No, she said, she 
needed to be near home - which she knew would set his mind 
working, for it could be because of work, or because of him - 
somewhere to go when they’d finished the serious talking. 

She sipped her Campari again, and noticed a man standing in 
the doorway of a shop reading a paper. He glanced at her and 
went on reading. She wondered if it was Wolf. She hadn’t met 
Wolf. Charlie had insisted on that. Better that she knew as little 
as possible. 

She’d been surprised that Wolf was handling the matter him¬ 
self. He was running an international organisation, with echoes 
of the Mafia. Surely staff did this kind of thing? ‘He knows 
Rene,’ said Charlie. ‘Doesn’t want anything to go wrong. It has 
its personal aspects, too. Rene double-crossed him. They’re 
rivals, enemies.’ 

She noticed another man leaning against a tree. He was tall, 
and was also reading a newspaper. He put it down and began to 
pace up and down, as though he was waiting for someone who 
was late. He hadn’t looked at her, though. Wolf didn’t know 
what she looked like, she thought - then remembered that she’d 
been asked what she would be wearing, and maybe, like Lucille, 
he’d have seen her picture above her column in the paper. 

This was getting absurd. Like a film, as Charlie had felt as he 
walked to Bnedon’s apartment in New York. But this was real 
life. Rene was going to die, probably by a bullet, as Elisabeth had 
died because of Rene. Well, there was logic there, a rightness, a 
tooth for a tooth - if that was a rightness. 

Poor Lucille, she thought suddenly. Lucille was real life too. 
So was that afternoon in the mansion - when Rene had made 
love so exquisitely, when the mood was perfect and all the 
elements had merged and she’d gone to a height she had never 
known with a man before. 

She knew then that she couldn’t go through with it. She was 
only a decoy but she would still be killing him by proxy - as it 
had been with Elisabeth with all their hands on the trigger. She 
looked at her watch. Ten minutes before he was due. He could 
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still be in the apartment - the official one where he’d said he’d be. 
Guiltily, she looked around, sensitive to the eyes that must be on 
her. Well, everyone had to go to the toilet. She walked into the 
interior of the cafe, half expecting that Charlie would follow her, 
found the phone, and dialled Levallier’s apartment. 

Lucille answered. ‘I’ve got to be quick,’ Sonya said. ‘Tell Ren£ 
not to come.’ 

‘Come where?’ 

‘He knows. Lucille, it’s vital.’ 

Sonya rang off, then walked over to Charlie, hidden behind bis 
newspaper. ‘It's no good, Charlie,’ she said. ‘I can’t do it. I’m 
going home.’ 

Wolf, pacing the flagstones idly, had seen her go inside, and had 
watched her return and talk to Charlie. They had left the cafe 
together, walking in the direction of the Rue des Capucines. He 
guessed what had happened, had been half expecting it. 

The question was: Had she succeeded in warning Ren6? Prob¬ 
ably not. It was late. He was almost certainly on his way. He 
would get there and find there was no sign of her. He would 
probably have sensed trouble already. So what would he do? He 
would phone her apartment, get no answer. So he’d go there. 
Even if he had got her message, he would probably do the same. 

Wolf signalled to the car. The timing was on the tight side but, 
since she was walking with Charlie, he could get there before 
her. Thank God he’d insisted that Charlie should get a set of keys 
from her. Just in case something went wrong, Wolf had said. 
The apartment, if only as somewhere they would walk to, was a 
feature of the plan. In operations like this, every possibility had 
to be considered. He hadn’t been a Panzer general for nothing. 
Decisions often had to be instant, all the possibilities had to be 
thought through - predicted as far as they could be before a 
battle. 

His Mercedes moved fast along the Boulevard des Capucines, 
and down the Avenue de l’Opera, weaving through the traffic, 
until it stopped at the Palais Royal. There were three men with 
him. He got out, entered the main courtyard of the ancient 
building, once the home of aristocrats, now converted to apart¬ 
ments. He’d been there already to study the geography, and he 
ran up the stairs to the second floor. He let himself in, did a quick 
survey, decided that the best place for him to hide if necessary 
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was in the cupboard in her bedroom. Would she need to come to 
the bedroom? He doubted it. She wouldn’t change or even repair 
her makeup. Not at once. She’d have a drink with Charlie. 
They’d both feel like a drink after the drama of the past hour. 

He heard them arrive. As he had predicted, she poured Charlie 
a drink. She needed one, too, she said - a proper one this time, 
and strong. All the indications were that they’d remain in that 
big living room with its view of the Gardens. So Wolf positioned 
himself beside the door - and waited for Rene. 


Max lounged on the sofa in his shirtsleeves, his feet up. They 
were waiting in Craig’s suite in the Hotel George V. Craig and 
Nikki were held up. He looked at his watch. ‘How much longer, 
for Christ’s sake? It’s past J.30. I need a drink.’ 

‘Surprise me,’ said Sally. ‘Just once, it’d be good.’ 

‘It’d be good if you weren’t such a cow. What the fuck have I 
done now for you to talk like that.’ 

‘Exist,’ she answered, enjoying the impact of her brief brutal 
answer. 

‘I don’t know why you’re still around,’ said Max bitterly. ‘The 
ship’s sinking.’ 

‘I like it on deck, I suppose. Enjoy the pain. Must be into 
bondage.’ She paused, seeing the hurt in his eyes. ‘You want a 
drink. Order some champagne. Would Craig mind?’ 

‘He’ll forgive us. You do it, chick. I need a piss.’ 

He went through the bedroom to the bathroom, without 
closing the door. As he relieved himself, he heard her calling 
room service. He went back into the bedroom, took up the 
phone. He asked for Charlie’s number and lay on the bed as he 
waited for the answer. 

‘Hallo, Max,’ Charlie said. ‘You’ve caught me just going out - 
is it urgent?’ 

‘Just need to know how we’re doing, Charlie. ’ 

‘On the point of cracking it. Max. ’ 

‘Be precise. I’ve heard that song before.’ 

‘We know who it is, but I’m not telling anyone who doesn’t 
need to know. Max. There’s a good reason.’ 

‘I don’t believe you.’ 

‘And I’vt no time to argue.’ 

‘Don’t forget what I said, Charlie. ’ 
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‘Nor how I answered. Max.’ 

‘Now, listen, Charlie . . But the line had gone dead. ‘Fuck!’ 
Max swore - then realised that Sally was in the room, perched 
on the arm of a chair. ‘Where’s that fucking champagne?’ 

‘On its fucking way,’ she answered. ‘I said to use fucking roller 
skates.’ She knew he didn’t like to hear women swearing. It was 
i960. ‘Fucking’ was man’s talk, banned usually, as she’d often 
reminded him, in front of the female sex. 

‘That was Charlie, wasn’t it?’ she said. 

‘Bull’s eye,’ he answered. 

‘So who’s who? You asked him who it was.’ 

He glanced at her, noting the determined look. ‘Oh, some guy 
he’s been looking for.’ 

‘Why didn’t you believe what he said?’ 

‘You know Charlie. His mind’s always on the kid. Nothing 
gets done. He was making excuses.’ 

She knew he was lying - and just looked at him so that he 
knew she knew. The bell of the suite door rang and she went 
through into the living room to answer it. ‘Just leave the tray 
there,’ she told the waiter and then went back to Max. ‘Who was 
the guy?’ 

‘Oh, you don’t know him. Wasn't that the champagne?’ 

‘Who was the guy, Max? What was his name?’ Max was 
cornered. He had known the door was Open, but closing it would 
have been like a flashing light to her. He had thought he could 
keep the exchange cryptic enough. ‘You threatened him, Max. 
You warned him not to forget what you’d said.’ 

‘Joke, honey. Why the hell are you making such a big deal out 
of this?’ 

‘Because it’s time I knew. For months, Elisabeth has been with 
us like she’d been asked to stay. ’ 

‘You’ve always banged on about poor Elisabeth. For Christ’s 
sake, let’s have the champagne. ’ 

‘Not until you tell me. She’s got very close just lately. She’s 
ruined your business.' 

‘You’ve ruined my business with that sod Ollie.’ 

‘Rubbish. Romy didn’t leave you because of Ollie. Add Leah’s 
troubles. And Duncan’s. Now you’re warning Charlie. You’ve 
got to tell me. Max, or I’m going to the police.’ 

Max was silent, watched her defensively. Oh, what the hell. 
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he thought. Things can’t get any worse. ‘OK,’ he said. ‘Get the 
champagne. ’ 

‘Not till you’ve told me.’ 

Again he paused. Max was frayed, scared of the future, a little 
corrupt. He’d done some fast deals in his time. But through the 
wreckage that he sensed he'd become, the one thing that was 
sacrosanct, that was pure - dwarfing the contracts, the movies, 
the clients, the money, the women because it extended beyond 
self - was the bond with Elisabeth. Despite everything he’d said 
to Charlie in London, and his threat to tell Nikki, it was an oath 
of blood brothers, unspoken but binding - almost more binding 
because it was unspoken, because they all understood and 
accepted it without the words. But the oath was to keep silence, 
not to find her killer. That was the crucial difference that had 
provoked the quarrel in London. 

Max would never have told Nikki, as he’d threatened, because 
it would have denied the oath. Its purpose was to stop Charlie - 
and Charlie, versed in their secret language, knew that was its 
purpose. It was posturing, like stags locking horns. So how could 
Max speak of it now to Sally? 

‘I mean it,’ she said. ‘I’ll ring the police now.’ She went to the 
phone. ‘Operator, will you please get me - ’ 

‘OK, put it down,’ he said. There was a reluctance in her, and 
she put the receiver back in a kind of slow motion. 

‘Well?’ she demanded when he didn’t speak. 

‘Elisabeth was killed in an attack on a railway line near 
Grenoble.’ 

‘Well, I know that,’ said Sally. ‘God knows, we all know that. 
Now tell me something I don’t know.’ 

He was lying on the bed in his clothes, his trousers crumpled, 
his tie twisted below its loosened knot, and he looked up at her, 
his bloodshot, hooded eyes suddenly filled with tears. ‘We killed 
her,’ he said. ‘Will that do?’ 

For a few seconds, the shock held her quite still, as though she 
was made of wax. ‘Oh my God,’ she said at last before asking 
quietly: ‘Why?’ 

‘Because we were ordered to execute her. ’ 

‘You mean . . .?’ She couldn’t go on. Elisabeth had been the 
cause of much anxiety to her, but this was unbelievable. 

‘London was certain she’d been turned. ’ 

‘And you got Romy through her - your great start in the 
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agency. And Duncan got the Prince. And . . . Oh God, how 
could you all use her after that?’ 

‘She kind of told us to.’ 

‘Told you to? Did she know?’ 

‘She knew something. Not quite what. It was in the air 
though.’ 

‘How did you kill her?’ 

From one of his eyes a tear ran very slowly down his long 
lugubrious face. ‘At the railtrack they were waiting for us. The 
fire was heavy. The order was to make it look like death in 
action. Earlier we’d drawn lots in a secret ballot to decide who’d 
do it. That person would never tell the others, but we’d all share 
it. Fate chose Charlie and, despite all the secrecy, he couldn’t 
keep that from us because, for Christ’s sake, she was his life. ’ He 
paused. ‘He shot her in the back with a Sten.’ 

Nikki’s scream from the doorway seemed barely human - a 
primeval shriek of anguish that went back a million years. 


Standing behind the door of Sonya’s bedroom. Wolf heard the 
entrance bell. He could sense Sonya’s hesitation as she wondered 
if she should pretend to be out. The bell rang again. ‘You’d better 
let him in,’ said Charlie softly, ‘and we’ll take it from there. 
Behave as normally as possible - as though you did have 
something to say but changed your mind. With me here, he 
won’t press it.’ 

‘Don’t leave me alone with him, will you?’ 

‘Of course not.’ 

Wolf heard her get up and go out into the hall. He eased his 
gun from its holster. There were muffled voices, but he couldn’t 
detect what anyone said - until they came into the sitting room. 
‘It’s Ren6,’ said Sonya. ‘You know Charlie, don’t you?’ 

‘Hallo, Charlie,’ he said. 

‘Would you like a drink?’ Sonya asked. 

‘Just vermouth,’ he answered. ‘What happened at the caft?’ 

Wolf tried to work out from the voices and the action where 
Ren£ would be, hoped he’d go with her to attend to the drink, 
for his back would be towards the bedroom door. 

He made his move - with the silence of long experience, 
swinging open the door that he’d left unlatched. He’d guessed 
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right. Rene was with Sonya as she prepared the drink, an arm 
lightly round her shoulders. 

Instinct made Rene turn - only to stop in mid-action as Wolf 
ordered him: ‘Don’t move. Stay exactly where you are. I’ve a 
gun, of course.’ The words were quiet - but adequate. Rene 
knew who it was. If Charlie and Sonya were surprised, they 
didn’t speak. 

Wolf said: ‘When I say so, Rene, move very slowly beside the 
door and lean against the wall, facing it, both hands against it. I 
don’t have to tell you not to try anything - you know me well 
enough, don’t you, Rene?’ 

‘I know you, Wolf.’ 

‘Right, now do as I said.’ 

Nikki was panting as she ran along the Avenue George V. Her 
face was half covered by her hair, and tears of hysteria were still 
streaming down her cheeks. But she didn’t care how she looked. 
Never had she felt so distraught, so alone, or known such agony. 
The world as she knew it had come to an end. She didn’t know 
where she was running to - it was just a desperate instinct to 
escape, the kind that frightened herds must know as they react to 
fear. But as she tired she knew there was no escape. She came to 
the Place de l’Alma, forced to wait for traffic, her breath coming 
in strained noisy gasps. 

She was in shock - still unable to comprehend the speed with 
which the change had overcome her. One moment she’d been 
with Craig and they were laughing as they walked into the hotel 
because she’d told him that Charlie always called her a minx. He 
said that Charlie had something there, making much of the 
French word ‘coquine’ with its vaguely risque undertone - and 
she pretended he’d offended her, displaying that look as though 
she wasn’t wearing knickers that Max had talked about to 
Charlie. Then Craig met someone in the lobby and told her to 
go on up to the suite and make peace with Max and Sonya. 

She got there just as a waiter was leaving. He held open the 
door for her and she heard Max and Sally talking in the bedroom. 
Impulsively, she grabbed the bottle of champagne, planning to 
stand in the doorway of the bedroom and hold it up with some 
kind of high-spirited tra-la-la. Then she caught what Max was 
actually saying, and time had been suspended as she listened, 
refusing at first to believe what she was hearing, the horror 
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growing inside her, until the final unbelievable blow that brought 
out that scream that wasn’t hers. It belonged to someone else. It 
must belong to someone else, because she was asleep and this was 
a nightmare of nightmares and soon she’d wake up because even 
nightmares of nightmares always finally come to an end. 

As soon as they realised, they went over to her. Even Max, 
who wasn’t the world’s greatest mover, had been off the bed in a 
second - explaining, comforting, assuring. But they couldn’t 
alter the fact - unless they denied it, which she begged them to 
do. ‘Please tell me that’s not true,’ she screamed. But they 
couldn’t. Max said that Elisabeth wasn’t a traitor, that it had all 
been a set-up by someone who wanted her killed. ‘We were just 
pawns, honey, in some big scheme. For months Charlie’s been 
searching for the man who fixed it, who used us, who used him. 
You’ve been helping though he couldn’t tell you why. And he’s 
found him, Nikki. He just told me on the phone.’ 

She hardly heard. These were details. ‘Tell me it’s not true,’ 
she repeated. ‘Just tell me you were lying to Sally. You often rile 
each other. Please, Max, say you were lying,’ she pleaded. ‘It 
didn’t happen like that. She died fighting - in action, under the 
heavy fire I’ve heard so much about.’ 

But he couldn't. Not like that. ‘It was all of us, Nikki. Not just 
Charlie.’ 

‘It was Charlee,’ she said, so softly they could hardly hear her. 

‘Listen, darling . . . ’ Sally began, putting her arm round her. 

‘Don’t touch me!’ Nikki cried, and another awful scream 
escaped from her. 

Suddenly she had to escape. The voices calling after her were 
distant - echoing across a mountain chasm. She tore along the 
passage, encountered Craig. ‘Hey, Nikki, what’s - ’ he began, 
but she’d passed him before he could even complete that short 
question. She raced for the fire door beside the lift and hurried 
down the stairs two at a time. She fled through the vast marble 
lobby, ignored the commissionaire, and raced down the avenue. 

She waited in the din of traffic at the Place de l’Alma. ‘Sonya,’ 
she said aloud to herself. Sonya would understand. Sonya would 
tell her the truth. She saw an empty cab, hailed it. ‘The Palais 
Royal,’ she whispered. 

‘Are you all right, mam’selle?’ the cabbie asked. 

‘East entrance please,’ she answered. 

She sat in the back of the cab, her chest heaving, her thoughts 
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racing - so many memories of Charlee. That night when they’d 
first made love in the Vercors. No wonder he was haunted. How 
could he have gone back? ‘Oh, Charlee,’ she wailed aloud. 

‘You said something, mam’selle?’ asked the cabbie. 

‘It’s all right,’ she answered. 

He drew up at the Palais Royal and she thrust a ten-franc note 
into his hand. She ran up the stairs to Sonya’s apartment and rang 
the bell. Oh, Sonya, please be there. There was no response. She 
rang again - and held her finger on the bellpush. Maybe she was 
sleeping. Perhaps a lover was with her. ‘Oh God, Sonya, please!’ 
she shouted aloud, banging on the door with her fist. 

Inside the apartment, they knew who it was, and heard the 
note of panic. ‘Wolf, that’s Nikki,’ Charlie said, ‘and she’s in 
trouble. ’ 

Wolf didn’t answer. He was moved by the anguish in his 
daughter’s voice but at this moment it wasn’t what he wanted. 
He wanted to take Rene out of the apartment under the threat of 
a gun concealed in his pocket and deliver him to the Mercedes 
that was waiting with the engine running. If they passed neigh¬ 
bours on the way, it wouldn’t matter too much. But a hysterical 
girl? His own daughter? 

‘Sonya!’ Nikki screamed again, banging on the door. ‘Oh 
please, please be there!’ 

Wolf realised he had no choice. Soon the noise would attract 
attention in the other apartments. ‘All right,’ he said, ‘let her in. 
Rene, move further from the door, both hands on the wall still.’ 
He was talking about the door that led to the hall, but his main 
concern was the door to the flat, which Sonya was about to open 
- an obvious escape opportunity. ‘Don’t think of it, Rene.’ He 
didn’t have to tell Ren£ there’d be no noise, that his Walther was 
fitted with a silencer. 

He didn’t want to shoot him in the apartment. There’d be the 
problem of moving the body, of blood, clothing particles on the 
carpet - but if he had to, he would. 

In the hallway, Nikki flung her arms round Sonya’s neck. 
‘Thank God you’re here,’ she exclaimed. ‘Sonya, I’ve just heard 
the most terrible thing.’ 

‘We’ll talk later, darling,’ Sonya said. ‘Just now we’ve got a 
crisis. Your father’s here, but don’t go to him. Just do as he tells 
you.’ 

Nikki came into the room - tentatively. Wolf watched her as 
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she entered - looking like a child in her distress. ‘Stay where you 
are just for a second, Nikki,’ he told her. ‘Now very carefully 
come here behind me.’ 

Rene saw his chance. There was only an instant of opportunity 
- literally a second as she moved to obey her father’s order - and 
Rene grabbed it, diving for her in a rugger tackle and rolling with 
her. 

Wolf fired and Rene felt the blow in his right shoulder, but in 
the struggle with the girl he found he’d still got strength in the 
arm, although blood was seeping through his shirt. He was on 
his feet fast, holding the girl in front of him with both arms. She 
was struggling. ‘Stop it,’ Ren£ said, ‘or you’ll get hurt. Do as I 
tell you and you won’t.’ His right arm was round her neck and 
he increased the pressure slightly to emphasise his words. 

Wolf was covering them with the gun. ‘Now, Wolf, we’re 
going to back away,’ said Rene, ‘and go through that door to the 
hall. Then we’re going to leave the apartment. And all the time 
she’s going to be between me and you. Don’t try anything, either 
of you,’ he added to the others, ‘or I’ll break her back. Now, 
Sonya, get me a key to the front door.’ She looked at Wolf and 
he nodded. Then she went to her bag, which lay on the sofa, and 
took out a ring of several keys. ‘Take off the door key and put it 
in the left pocket of my jacket. Move slowly and carefully.’ 

Rent’s plan was to lock the entrance after they’d passed through 
it - to slow the pursuit. 

Sonya did as she was instructed. Maybe it was her proximity 
that decided Nikki to make her move. Or possibly it was Rent’s 
lifting of his left elbow to give access to his pocket that weakened 
his grasp on her. Suddenly she wrenched herself free and leaped 
sideways. Reni’s response was instinctive. For an instant, he was 
tempted to go after her as he had before, but he’d been lucky 
then, fallen in the right position to gain the cover of her body. 
This time he went for Wolf, knowing that in his concern for his 
daughter he’d be distracted by her movement. Wolf was bigger 
than he was, and stronger, but Reni had an innate cunning, well- 
oiled with constant use. He was also lithe and didn’t have a limp. 

The key was the gun. The gun made strength useless. So Rene 
dived for it, striking Wolf’s wrist hard with the side of his hand 
to make him drop it. But he failed in his purpose. Both men were 
acting on instinct, honed by experience - and, as Rene attacked, 
instinct made Wolf tighten his grip on the gun. The shot from 
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the silenced Walther wasn’t loud, but its effect was huge. Rene 
felt the blow in his side, sending him spinning, but again he was 
winged - for the bullet passed through his soft flesh and found 
another target: Nikki, on the far side of him. She let out a cry as 
she was felled by the impact - and lay sprawled on Sonya’s carpet 
in a position that, as Charlie, in his shocked state, vaguely 
recognised, was uncannily similar to the way her mother had lain 
in the mud by the railtrack sixteen years before. 

For a second, Charlie didn’t believe what he saw. Events had 
moved so fast, in a manner so unexpected, that he found them 
impossible to accept. That Rene should be lying there in Sonya’s 
flat was bad enough, but Nikki! It was unthinkable! What the hell 
was she even doing there? Then, as she lay still, as Elisabeth had, 
horror pierced his disbelief. He leaped to her side. So did the 
other two, Sonya already reaching for her pulse. ‘My God,’ said 
Wolf in desolation as he bent down over her. ‘Oh my God, what 
have I done?’ 

‘She’s alive,’ said Sonya, tearing desperately at Nikki’s blouse 
to expose the wound. 

Nikki stirred, opened her eyes. ‘Charlee,’ she whispered. 
‘Charlee 

‘I’m here, honey,’ he said. 

‘Tell me . . .’ she managed to say, ‘tell me you didn’t . . .’ 

‘Didn’t?’ he echoed. 

‘Kill her 

‘I love you, darling.’ 

There was almost a smile. 'Darling . . . not enough, Charlee. 
Tell me please . . .’ But he didn’t answer her. And even if he 
had, sne would not have heard, would never hear him again. 


The Cimitiere du Sud in Montparnasse is enormous, stretching 
half a mile from north to south and a quarter of a mile at its 
extremes from east to west - a vast field of the dead, marked by 
rank upon rank of elaborate stone memorials and divided into 
unequal parts by a road, the Rue Emile Richard. It was here on a 
cold, bright morning in late September, with the trees already 
partly stripped of leaves, that they buried Nikki. 

A small crowd was in attendance, a mixture of Nikki’s few 
friends from before she met Charlie and those whose links were 
closer to her mother. The Vercors group were given pride of 
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place. Annette and Hugo had flown in with Duncan and Leah, 
but Charlie hadn’t urged Philana to join them. 

Jean-Paul was there with Thierry - and several of the girls 
from La Nouvelle Vie. So were the patron and his wife, standing 
apart from the others, together with Clothilde. The VIPs were 
present: Claude Dudos, Lucille Levallier, H61£ne Prevost - even 
Marie, who had never even met Nikki. In a way, it was as if 
Elisabeth was being interred as well. 

The mourners gathered at the graveside bowed their heads as 
the cure recited the prayers, and Sonya threw a handful of earth 
on to the cofHn as it was lowered into the ground. 

For Charlie, the scene was so poignant that it lacked reality - 
as though the film had come to an end and they’d left the cinema; 
or at least that someone would tap him on the shoulder and tell 
him that none of it had happened. 

Images of her kept coming back to him as the brisk fall wind 
blew cold through his hair. He knew again the shock when he’d 
looked into Elisabeth’s eyes on the night he found her in the cafe; 
he heard the taunting innocence when people took her for his 
mistress; he recalled their high spirits as they sang together in the 
open Bugatti on the road to Deauville, played the next day like 
kids on the beach. 

He thought of the moments of sadness, petulance, joy, chal¬ 
lenge, of wisdom even - the strange mix of a child with flashes 
of maturity, as she’d shown with the Prince, displaying the 
sureness of a woman of forty. He even found himself smiling at 
the way she’d looked when he called her a minx - and then, as 
the weeks passed, played with the word, wearing it, changing it, 
exploiting it. 

He saw her again in the white dress with Craig in the Ritz Bar 
- playing the star-to-be - and he wondered once more at that 
dark day in the Vercors, under Elisabeth’s long shadow; those 
bitter challenges about his wife, the jealous taunts about her 
mother as ‘Sainte Elisabeth’, her coming to him at last that night 
and the laying of the ghost with her cry of ‘Maman, let me have 
him.’ 

And then he had a black thought: Had Maman decided at last 
to reject that plea? He looked at the coffin lying in its dark hole, 
topped by the scattering of earth - and felt a woman’s hand in 
his. Sonya was beside him. He glanced at her and saw the tears in 
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her eyes. ‘Like a brilliant little shooting star,’ she said softly with 
a brightness she didn’t feel. 

People were beginning to leave and Lucille Levallier 
approached Charlie. She looked wan and every bit of her fifty 
years, but elegant in her black coat. ‘I’m so sorry,’ she said. ‘It’s 
sadder somehow when they’re young.’ 

He nodded, his lips tight, not really wishing to speak of it, and 
asked after Rene. 

‘He’s on the mend,’ she answered. ‘It’ll take a while, I fear.’ 
His wounds were worse than they’d seemed at first. ‘You thought 
it was Ren6, I suspect,’ Lucille went on. ‘I mean who contacted 
London about Elisabeth, who started this awful tragic chain.’ 

Charlie looked at her with haggard eyes. ‘Surely it was?’ 

She shook her head. 

‘I know he used the Verlaine code,’ said Charlie, ‘in a telegram 
to New York.’ 

‘You’re wrong,' she insisted, in the past he used the Verlaine 
code, but not since - not for years. It hasn’t crossed your mind 
who else could have used it, has it?’ 

Grief had made him slow and he did not, to start with, grasp 
her meaning. When at last he did, he shuddered. ‘You can’t mean 
Wolf?’ 

‘Why not ask him?’ she said, it was their wartime code. He’s 
behind you now.’ 

Charlie turned. Wolf, who hadn’t been there before, was 
standing alone beside the grave as the cemetery attendants began 
to fill it with earth. Dressed in a grey worsted coat, he held a 
black Homburg in front of him - with both hands, a little 
humbly, in a private gesture of respect. 

He looked up as they approached. ‘It’s a sad business. Wolf,’ 
said Lucille. 

‘It’s a tragedy beyond anything I can conceive,’ he answered 
quietly. ‘She was a lovely young girl.’ 

‘Like her mother when you knew her. I’ve just told Charlie it 
was you, not Rene, who decided that Elisabeth should die. ’ 

Charlie was sure Wolf would deny it. He’d read his letters. 
He’d seen the evidence of a love so strong that Wolf had even 
defied Hitler’s personal order. 

Wolf s eyes were strangely bland as he met Charlie’s querying 
gaze. There was a deadness there, as though his emotions had 
been cauterised. And suddenly Charlie realised the logic of what 
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Lucille had said. Rene was not the only man who’d known when 
Wolf was meeting her, who could have alerted Briedon for that 
crucial, damning photograph - on the last occasion, Charlie 
presumed now, the second meeting when they hadn’t lain 
together, as Wolf had put it in his old-fashioned words. ‘Why?’ 
he asked at last in disbelief. 

‘Same reason as you - duty. She’d have had Rommel killed.’ 

‘I thought you had a deal. She told you we’d win the war 
without it - as your brother generals thought.’ 

Wolf’s desolate eyes were on the grave. ‘I knew the animal, 
Charlie, loved her still. I couldn’t take the chance. Rommel 
would have been too big to resist.’ 

‘It would have convicted her as well - as you discussed.’ 

Wolf shrugged with an effort, his shoulders bowed by sadness. 
He seemed a different man. ‘She’d have thought of something,’ 
he said. ‘Some other way she could have come by the intelligence. 
That’s what she was brilliant at - thinking-up things. Surely you 
knew that.’ He turned to Lucille. ‘I suppose you suggested to the 
police that I might be here?’ 

‘I told them you would be.’ A thin, sad smile. ‘They didn't 
believe you’d take the risk. I said you’d assess it. There’d be a 
balloon to whisk you away, a troop of soldiers for cover, your 
own special angel maybe.’ 

‘Deserted me, it seems,’ Wolf said with a forlorn gesture at the 
grave. Tronic, isn’t it, Charlie? Between us, we killed Elisabeth - 
the two men who loved her most. And then 1 killed her child. 
She had a saying . . .’ 

‘God’s joke?’ Charlie asked. 

‘She had quite a turn of phrase, didn’t she?’ Wolf said. ‘But 
that one’s not so funny. Not when it gets near the knuckle.’ He 
gave a heavy sigh. On his face was the saddest expression that 
Charlie had ever seen. 

‘But why did you need to kill Rene?’ Charlie persisted. 

‘We had a debt, didn’t we, Lucille?’ 

‘If you say so, Wolf,’ she said. 

‘And he knew too much - about recent years, I mean - and he 
knew it was too much. With the power of his new job, the 
gunfire was getting heavy. That’s when you have to attack, 
Charlie.’ 

Charlie turned away. They were standing at the central point 
of the cemetery - where the main avenues, each crossed by lanes. 
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converged at a statue of an angel with a plaque marked souvenir. 
It was then, after Lucille’s words, that his attention was caught 
by the gendarmes at the southern end of the Avenue Principale. 
He looked along the next avenue to the west. More police were 
stationed there. He turned north towards the cemetery exit to the 
Boulevard Edgar Quinet. A police van was parked across the 
entrance and, from it, a small group of men was approaching, 
though they were still quite distant. Most were in plain clothes 
but a couple were in uniform. 

Duclos came up with Sonya. 'Well, this is a sad occasion,’ he 
said. ‘She was such a nice kid. You’ll miss her badly, Charlie. ’ 

‘It doesn’t bear thinking about,’ said Charlie. ‘I haven’t let 
myself yet.’ 

‘I hear Rene’s making good progress, ’ Duclos said to Lucille. 

‘That’s true, Claude. The anxious days are past.’ She glanced 
at Sonya. Was it over between them? She couldn’t tell. It had 
certainly taken a battering. 

‘You know, I feel like an old sage,’ Duclos went on. ‘Knowing 
everyone so well, knowing so much, yet wondering how it’s 
going to end.’ 

‘Hasn’t it ended?’ asked Charlie. 

Duclos shook his head. ‘You should have asked Wolf. ’ 

‘Should have?’ echoed Charlie in surprise and turned towards 
Wolf. But Wolf wasn’t there. Charlie looked around that vast 
burial ground with its hundreds of monuments, most of them 
elaborate - huge crosses, obelisks, sepulchres, statues made of 
every kind of stone. Wolf couldn’t have asked for better cover. 

The posse from the parked van was getting near. They spread 
out now along the cross lanes, for they realised that Wolf, 
concealed from them for a moment by the people with him, had 
gone. Gendarmes from the other groups started to close in - 
presumably for a systematic combing. It seemed that Wolf would 
need that balloon - or his guardian angel. 

The mourners watched in an awful fascination as the operation 
proceeded, the police moving along the rows of graves as others 
surveyed them on the lateral cross-lines. 

Wolf gave them a game for a while - about twenty minutes - 
showing himself sometimes, even waving to them. He wasn’t 
making it that easy, though. He only stayed a second in each 
position - before disappearing. They soon got the measure of it. 
He revealed himself and a shot rang out. The bullet hit the 
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memorial where he’d been, chipping stone. Several times he was 
glimpsed, fired at. But it became obvious he was playing with 
them - not making a serious attempt to escape. 

Then he seemed to tire of the whole affair. He appeared beside 
a large cross, hanging on an arm, giving them time to take aim. 
He dropped out of sight - only an instant before the shots rang 
out. But he was seen again, not far from his previous position, 
remaining as a target even longer this time. Again a scattered 
volley, the sound of the shooting echoing from buildings beyond 
the cemetery walls. At last they’d got him. The impact made him 
stagger. More shots - and he fell from view. 

But he wasn’t dead. He could even walk. Two gendarmes got 
him to his feet and they brought him, half hanging between 
them, to their superiors, who were still with the funeral group. 
The skin of his face was white, as though drained of blood, and 
his breathing was laboured, but he managed a smile for Charlie. 
‘Thought I’d got that worked out,’ he said brokenly. ‘There’s a 
time to die and I’ve passed it.’ 

They didn’t let him linger and Charlie felt a deep wave of 
sympathy. ‘I ought to hate him,’ he said to Sonya. 

‘You oughtn’t to hate anyone,’ she whispered. Just for a second 
she buried her head in his shoulder - then resumed control of 
herself. Together they observed the three who’d been with them 
in the Vercors. They were standing nearby with their partners - 
a group of six. ‘Champagne,’ Sonya said softly. ‘That’s what 
Elisabeth would have said. Let’s all go and drink champagne. ’ 


8 

The Comet came in over Long Island Sound, veered out over the 
ocean for its approach, and Charlie looked down at that endless 
beach of sand fringed with white by the breakers. 

He felt heavy with his sadness, numb with fatigue, as though 
he hadn’t slept for weeks - how troops must feel after long spells 
in battle. But he was coming home like a scarred old veteran and 
there was a comfort, a kind of rightness in that. What lay ahead 
he didn’t know. In a sense, he didn’t care, for he didn’t have the 
equipment to care. His emotional engines seemed to have 
stopped, had maybe even burnt out - needed time for a refit at 
least. 

He thought of his last call to Costa. ‘You can call off the dogs,’ 
Charlie had told him. ‘I’m coming back and I’m ready to talk.’ 
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‘The cops’ll be waiting.’ 

‘Who are you trying to save me from?’ 

‘1 don’t know. I don’t know anything yet.’ 

‘I’m telling you - there’s no danger now.’ 

i heard there was a drama and people got hurt.’ 

‘Yeah, Costa, people got hurt,’ he said and knew again the 
desolation, the start of tears. 

‘I spoke to Lucille, but she didn’t seem to know much, said 
you’d explain. ’ 

‘I’ll explain,’ he forced himself to say. ‘And Costa, for Christ’s 
sake, get that bloody tanker released at Rotterdam.’ 

‘What’s the matter with your voice?’ 

‘It’s a lousy line, Costa. ’ 

Philana was waiting in the Arrivals Hall and looked oddly 
alone as he approached her, the crowd seeming to wash round 
her as though she were a fixture. She was wearing a blue coat 
with a silk scarf and she was smiling - but she didn’t wave, and 
as he got closer he could see the caution in her. Who was coming 
back to her? That’s what she was wondering, he guessed. Who, 
indeed? He hardly knew himself. Some kind of zombie, he 
reckoned. 

She kissed him affectionately - but there was a coolness, a 
restraint. ‘No kids with you?’ he asked. 

‘They're busy. They lead an active social life.’ He knew why 
they weren’t with her. She wanted to be free to talk without 
being overheard by sharp young ears. They walked to the car in 
silence, followed by the redcap with his luggage. She had chosen 
to bring the Cadillac out herself, as she had when she’d last driven 
him to the airport to catch his plane to Paris. 

‘Want to drive?’ she asked, holding the keys out to him. 

‘No,’ he answered, ‘you take it.’ She’d find it easier driving. 
Then she wouldn’t have to look at him with the difficult 
questions. 

‘How did you stop Costa coming with you?’ he asked lightly. 

‘By hiding. I didn’t return his calls. ’ 

‘That wouldn’t have stopped your father. He’d have set up a 
twenty-four hour surveillance on the doorstep. ’ 

‘l was always out, wasn’t I? I lead a busy life, too.’ The chat, 
half joking, touched with intimacy, was a help. They both 
smiled. Her father was common ground that was not too 
sensitive. Even Charlie had grown fond of him. 
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She started the engine, pulled out from the kerb. Tm sorry 
about the girl, Charlie.’ 

She wasn’t wasting time. Straight in. It was out of character. 
A measure of her anxiety. He found it hard to answer her. ‘It was 
very sad,’ he managed to say at last. 

‘I hear that Father’s friend, Rene Levallier, was wounded, too.’ 

‘He’s going to be all right.’ 

Tm rushing things, aren’t I?’ she said. 

‘Maybe.’ 

‘Any point in leaving it? I want it behind us. If it can be behind 
us. A new life, if that’s possible.’ 

‘OK.’ He couldn’t stop the sigh - but it wasn’t the deadening 
sigh of so many marital quarrels. It wasn’t ‘Yes, dear. ’ 

She sensed the depth of his tiredness, but she wasn’t talking to 
dead meat. She wanted a response. ‘What would you say if I told 
you I had a lover?’ she challenged. 

He watched her as she drove, looking ahead - serene, despite 
the charged question, the wisp of hair on her cheek. What would 
he say? He didn’t know. He’d been taking a battering. Could 
another beating hurt much more? He wasn’t sorry for himself. It 
was a fact - the vacuum. 

Td ask the usual questions, I guess,’ he said. ‘Who was it? 
How long? How serious?’ Then he added: ‘Is there anyone?’ 

‘No, but it’s what I've been living with, isn’t it? All our 
marriage in a way, but lately in particular. You said you’d tell 
me. What’s the story?’ 

‘A murder story. I’ve been looking for the killer. The girl was 
helping. ’ 

They came to a stop at traffic lights. ‘Who was the victim?’ 

‘Elisabeth.’ 

She looked at him in surprise. ‘What do you mean? I’ve heard 
the story enough times. The raid, the enemy fire.’ 

‘It was never quite true. ’ 

‘So who killed her?’ 

‘I did.’ 

She just stared at him then without speaking, transfixed. A 
blare of horns behind screamed that the lights had turned green. 
‘My God,’ she said and drove on. ‘That explains a lot. But why?’ 

He told her then - just the bare outline. About the signal, what 
happened to the group - the colt, the collection, Romy; about 
Rene and Sonya and Nikki and Wolf. And when he’d finished. 
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there was silence in the car. ‘I don’t know what to say,’ she said 
at last, ‘except. . . Well, you could have told me.’ 

‘I couldn’t. You’d have stopped me.’ 

‘I tried.’ 

‘You’d have tried much harder. I couldn’t let you.’ 

She drove on in silence for a while along the Long Island 
Expressway. ‘There’s one more question.’ He knew what it was. 
Did it happen with Nikki - what she’d feared? ‘But I won’t ask 
it,’ she added. 

‘Later maybe,’ he suggested. 

They were approaching the East River and the Queens Mid¬ 
town Tunnel, and the Manhattan skyline was there in front of 
them. ‘You got plans to go back to Europe?’ she asked casually. 

‘No,’ he answered, ‘not for a while. Quite a while, I’d say.’ 

She slowed down, faced him for a second - and looked back at 
the road. ‘Then we’ve got a chance, haven’t we?’ She held out 
her hand, her eyes still on the traffic ahead, and their fingers 
locked. 











Beautiful, sophisticated and courageous, Elisabeth Ferrier 
is indispensable to her close-knit comrades in the 
Resistance until they receive a thunderbolt from HQ. 

For Elisabeth has been ‘turned’ by her five-year-old 
daughter’s capture by the Gestapo - and one of their 
number must now draw the fatal lot to execute her. 

Fifteen years later, affluent and successful, the group meet 
in Paris for a regular reunion, but are once again paralysed 
with shock. 

For there they find Elisabeth’s daughter, Nicole - and 
discover not only that she bears a startling resemblance to 
her mother, but also, terrifyingly, that the Gestapo had 
never taken her... 

One man’s desperate search for the truth takes him from 
1930’s Berlin and war-torn France to contemporary New 
York, Paris and London. 














